
Sewer plant
sale OK'd
by council
By James Efstathiou

The Hoboken City Council
reluctantly agreed last night to
sell its sewage treatment plant
lo a tri municipal agency for
$85 million, although most of
the council members claim the
plant is worth more

In discussing the sale, the
council criticized a 1958 agree-
ment in which Weehawken and
Union City have each paid Ho-
boken a flat rate of $60,000 a
year for sewage treatment,
while Hoboken was subject to
rising operating costs and envi-
ronmental penalties.

Hoboken officials have
long claimed the agreement
short-changed their city.

"In past years, people criti-
cized those who made the Wee-
hawken-Union City sewage
deal out of a feeling of being
taken," said Councilman Steve
Cappiello.

"I'm sure nobody here
wants to be cursed 10 years
from now for making a lousy
deal."

Nonetheless, the council
approved the sale by a vote of 8
to 1, with Councilman Joseph
Delia Fave dissenting.

Despite a claim that Hobo-
ken should have received more
for the plant and the 6 3 acres it
sits on, the lawmakers ap-
proved the sale, citing impend-
ing state and federal deadlines
for upgrading the plant and im-
proving sewage treatment in
the area.

In other action, the council
unanimously agreed to intro-
duce an ordinance asking the

state Legislature to exempt a
planned affordable housing
project from a four-year-old
sewer hook-up ban.

The council voted to waive
the customary 30-day waiting
period between introduction of
an ordinance and final read-
ing, and it is expected that a
special meeting will be called
for Sept 14 to act on the
measure

Final adoption will clear
the way for the state Legisla-
ture to consider the request to
exempt the Observer Highway
Affordable Housing Project
from the sewer ban.

Project developer Joseph
Barry says the exemption is es-
sential for the viability of his
$13 8 million project. The Leg-
islature can circumvent the
ban by a two thirds vote of each
house.

The council's action was
consistent with its support of
the project, which will create
115 low- and middle-income
rental units, said Barry. He not-
ed the support of the measure
by Ira Karasick of the Cam-
paign for Housing Justice, a
group that once opposed the
plan.

Karasick spoke on behalf
of the exemption, citing recent
progress in improving sewage
treatment by the Hoboken-
Weehawken-Union City Sew-
age Authority, which has man-
aged the plant since May.

Bipartisan support for the
introduction of the request ex-
ists in Trenton, according to

See HOBOKEN — Page 12.
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More than a year after a
hard-fought battle brought it
into effect, Hoboken's afford-
able housing ordinance has yet
to produce a single apartment
for low- or moderate-income
residents.

Instead, the law, which re-
quires builders to set aside a
percentage of new units for
low-income housing or contrib-
ute to a housing trust fund, con-
tinues to generate heated de-
bale and is now being re-eval-
uated by the administration.

On one side are builders
who say the ordinance makes it
impossible to turn a viable
profit on new construction and
in essence places a "ban" on
building. A state builders asso-
ciation has challenged the le-
gality of the ordinance.

Opposing them are housing
advocates who say the law is
the only way to compel build-
ers to include lower-income
residents in their development
plans, a fair price, they claim,

when weighed against the prof-
its generated by luxury
housing.

Caught in the middle are
municipal governments. While
compelled by a state Supreme
Court ruling to provide housing
opportunities for low- and
moderate-income residents,
many towns, including Hobo-
ken, have found translating
that mandate into actual homes
a difficult task.

"1 believe they (builders)
should be willing to aid mu-
nicipalities in the construction
of affordable housing whether
through direct cash contribu-
tions or by actually construct-
ing those units themselves,"
said Mayor Patrick Paseulli,
who supported the ordinance.

Yet two recent court cases
have forced the city to re-exam-
ine the law unanimously em-
braced by the City Council. In
addition to the suit filed by the
3,000-member New Jersey
Builders Association, an appel-
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Several council members
said those circumstances com-
bined to force their hand even
though they may not have liked
the final figure The possibility
of annual payments to the
three municipalities over the
selling price remains open but
appears to have lost some .
support.

That's because the author-
ity will pass along all its costs •»
to users in the three towns
based on a fixed rate, and de-
manding money up front would ,
only raise rates down the line,
council members, argued

"I think the,public might
think that we are playing a lit-
tle game." said Cappiello, who
initially argued for an annual
payment. I think they might be
insulted that we are trying to
fool them.
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late court recently ruled in a
Holmdel case that similar ordi-
nances in other towns consti-
tute an illegal tax on devel-
opers.

Last month, the adminis-
tration moved to suspend the
ordinance pending a ruling on
the builders' suit. That propos-
al, however, was shelved after
failing to gain support from a
council reluctant to be per-
ceived as anti-affordable
housing.

Now, Pasculli has pro-
posed a task force to review the
law and is seeking a stay of the
builder's suit. Reluctant to
bear the costs of defending the
law in what attorneys believe is
a no-win battle, the mayor is
hopeful of reaching an accord
all can live with.

His proposal, however, was
quickly condemned by advo-
cates in both camps.

"The city should support
the ordinance strongly and in-
tervene with the law suit and
file a brief with the Supreme
Court in support of the ordi-
nance," said Ira Karasick of the
Campaign for Housing Justice.

Karasick was referring to
an unconfirmed report that the
state's highest court had
agreed to hear an appeal of the
ruling in the Holmdel cases. If
so, he said, the city should en-
force the law vigorously while
the court decides its merits.

Even thinking of revising
the ordinance before a ruling
by the Supreme Court would be
a waste of time, he added.

1 Developer George Vallone
of the West Bank Construction
Co., a member of the builders
association suing the city,
agrees that the city hould act,
but not to support the measure.

"He (Pasculli) should sus-
pend it tomorrow and rewrite it
so that while we're working on
the language of the new ordi-
nance, people can be build-
ing," said Vallone, who is ex-

pected to be named to Pas-
culli's task force. "The number
one industry around here is
dead in the water "

In their suit, builders claim
that the law places the burden
of creating affordable housing
squarely on them, something
they say the Supreme Court
never intended. If the public
sector is actually to build low-
income homes, the cost must be
spread among the community
at large, they argue.

Consequently, the builders
want compensatory benefits
such as increased zoning densi-
ty, tax abatements, parking
variances, road improvement
or any other compensation of
value equal to the cost of build-
ing low-income housing.

In the Hoboken ordinance,
developers must set aside 10
percent of new construction for
affordable units or make a cash
contribution of five percent of

the total project value to a
housing trust fund.

"We're all for affordable
housing. We just don't think it
should be built upon the backs
of the builders without some
compensatory benefits," said
Ron Shimanowitz, represent-
ing the builders.

Affordable housing compo-
nents of two projects in Hobo-
ken have received Planning
Board approval, according to
Community Development Di-
rector Peggy Thomas. One calls
for a cash payment of approxi-
mately $200,000 while the other

. would rehabilitate three off-
site affordable units.

"There are adjustments
that could be made to the ordi-
nance that would make it a
little more palatable to the de-
velopers," said Thomas, adding
that the CDA began reviewing
the effectiveness of the law pri-
or to the builders' suit.

New year beginning

Ar^aTschools face
some tough roads

istrative Law Judge «Ken R
»Y DAVID UPPMAN
The Hudson Dispatch (•

The summer fun is over for the
youngsters, as schools reopen this
week

iBtrative Law Judge 4Cen R.
_ ij_ yO Springer said the only way to end
~ ' / the battered city system's cycle of
""' f#w *hp failure is through state inter-

vention. Elena J. Scambio, Essex
ee^. County schools superintendent,
While children prepare to face w a 8 named by state Education
lat first essay, "What I Did On Commissioner Saul G.

immer Vacation," teachers Cooperman to head the state-op-
idministrators in Jersey erated system, but the state
ind Union City are facing Board of Education has not yet
examinations by the state. voted on a takeover. It is expected

JERSEY CITY to do so on Oct. 4.
Jersey City's 28,000 pupils will Little resistance is expected by

start classes Thursday in a school Jersey City, whose mayor, Gerald
system inches away from state McCann, supports the takeover,
takeover. If and when the takeover be-
. Last month's ruling by Admin- Pleats Me SCHOOL8 Page 4
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Police:
Cut our
workload
Hoboken PBA asks
for four-day week
•y«E»A«TAIWDELIA
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN-The city's PBA is
requesting a four-day workweek,
which would bring its members to
equality with most North Hudson
forces. But the issue is a sticking
point in negotiations, union
leaders said yesterday.

PBA attorney David Solomon
•aid he has requested a four-day
•veek, but has not requested any
additional vac ion t from the
city. Officers receive'' i je weeks'
vacation after a ye* of service
and five wee1 aftei ve years.

Solomon aaracterized the
talks as cordial, but would not
reveal further details, sinct there
has been no agreement witu the
city, he said.

"Neither Mayor Patrick
Pasculli nor Business Adminis-
trator Edwin J. Chius were avail-
able for comment. Law Director
Eugene O'Connell did not return
calls for comment.

City police officers have re-
sponded positively to the four-day
workweek, which would, in ef-
fect, grant them a 20 percent pay
increase, since salaries would be
frozen at the existing 40-hour
workweek levels. Police officers'
salaries currently range between
$20,000 and $30,000 per year,

Please see COPS Page 8
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union leaders said.
On Tuesday, Solomon and PBA

President James Fitzsimmons
met with city representatives in
the latest round of talks, PBA
Vice President John Rutkowski
said. The union represents 88
officers and detectives.

No progress was reported, how-
ever, and union leaders said the
contract dispute rp<*y head for
arbitration if an agreement isn't
hammered out soon.

The officers have been working
without a contract since Dec. 31,
Rutkowski said, but have con-
tinued their job on "good faith."
Rutkowski added the PBA is
seeking a two- or three-year con-
tract from the city.

Many officers interviewed have
said a four-day week would im-
prove their job performance since
they would have an additional
day of rest each week. It would
also contribute to the morale of
the department, they added.

Police in North Bergen, West
New York, Union City, Secaucus,
Guttenberg and Weehawken,
currently work four-day shifts, or
a variation of them.

In some municipalities, officers
are allowed to juggle their sched-
ule, working six days one week
and two days the next week, as
long as they average 32 to 34
hours a week over a three-week
cycle.

The Hoboken PBA has in the
past unsuccessfully sought a four-
day workweek. In 1980, then-
President Thomas Meehan re-
quested this contract improve-
ment but was rebuffed by the city.

Hoboken
housing
backed
Council seeks exemption
from a sewer hookup ban

By DAVID RE ILLY

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN-The City Council
unanimously passed an ordi-
nance last night asking the state
Legislature to exempt a 115-unit
affordable housing project on Ob-
server Highway from a 2-year-old
ban on new sewer hookups here.

The $13.8 million Observer
Highway affordable housing pro-
ject is expected to create 92
middle income apartments and
23 low-income ones. The ordi-
nance supporting the develop-
ment asks the Legislature to pass ,̂
a law exempting the project from
a state Environmental Protection
Department ban on new sewer
hookups for multi-unit dwellings.

The agency imposed the ban in
1987 because the city's sewage
treatment facilities did not meet
clean water guidelines. The city
is upgrading its plant and has
entered into the Hoboken, Union
City Weehawken Sewage
Authority to construct a new
plant to meet these require-
ments.

The exemption is needed so
construction can begin within
deadlines set by the federal Hous-
ing and Urban Development De-
partment. The development,
which is being undertaken by
Applied Development Associates
of Hoboken, will receive a $3
million grant from HUD

The project is also scheduled to
receive a $6.5 million federal
Community Development Block
Grant construction loan and a
$600,000 state Community Af-
fairs Department grant. Applied
Development, which is run by a
local developer and publisher,
Joseph Barry, bought the 25,000-
square-foot property for the pro-
ject from the city in June for $1.1
million.

The project will be the first new
construction of affordable hous-
ing units in the city in about five
years, according to officials.

Ira Karasick of the Campaign
for Housing Justice here, told the
council his organization supports
the ordinance, and he asked that
all possible attempts be made to
speed the legislative process.
Karasick said that while there
have been some renovations of
existing units to provide af-
fordable housing, there has not
been much progress in creating
new apartments.

Although the council unani-
mously supported the develop-
ment, Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave raised one possible hitch
with the project before the meet-
ing. The contract for Applied De-
velopment to purchase the land
allows the company to pull out of
the deal if the exemtion is not
granted, he said.

This makes completion of the
project questionable, as there is a
chance the council's request to
the Legislature will be denied, he
added. Delia Fave said, however,
that he still supports the project.

$8.5 million deal

Hoboken selling its sewage system
By DAVID REILLY

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN-Despite strong
sentiments that it was not get-
ting the best deal, the City Coun-
cil agreed last night to sell its
sewage system to a public agency

SYSTEM
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.board whose members are ap-
pointed by the municipalities.

Because of state, federal and
financial deadlines, there was not
much the council could do, Wilson
said. All the council members,
except Joseph Delia Fave, voted
for an ordinance approving the
sale of the city's sewage treat-
ment plant and related oper-
ations to the authority.

Under the terms of the sale,
Hoboken will receive $2 million
for its land and equipment, the

• Hoboken City Council asks
state to lift sewer ban. Page 3.

for about $8.5 million.
Council members, objecting to

the amount of money the city

authority will assume $3.3
million of debt on the city s treat-
ment facility, and $3.3 million in
bond anticipation notes the city
had issued on a secondary plant
will be repaid.

The authority has also agreed
to clean up environmental prob-
lems at the city facility, which
could cost as much as $5 mjlhon,
and pay Hoboken $150,000 an-
nually, according to council mem-

council, however, believed

would receive from the Hoboken,
Union City and Weehawken Sew-
age Authority, conceded they had
no other option but to ratify the
agreement.

"I don't think any of us sitting
at this table are happy about this
jdeal," council President %. Nor>

these payments were not enough
for the facility's 6.3 acres and the
equipment, which the city spent
about $1.7 million to improve last
year. In May, a city-hired
assessor valued the package at
about $24.7 million.

The city agreed earlier this
year to enter into the agency to
upgrade the plant to secondary
treatment. The upgrade, which
will cost about $95 million, is
needed* to meet federal clean
water requirements and lift a
state Environmental Protection
Department ban on iiew sewer
hookups here.

Council members acknowl-
edged last night that they had
little choice but to ratify the sale
because of pressure from federal
and state agencies to meet dead-

man Wilson said.
The authority was established

earlier this year to maintain and
upgrade the sewage operations
for the three municipalities. It is
a public agency directed by a

Please see SYSTEM Page 18

lines for improvements to the
system. Failure to upgrade the
sewage system could have re-
sulted in stiff fines, council mem-
bers noted.

The sale was also needed to
close an offering of municipal
bonds by the tri-municipality
agency to finance the upgrade.
The authority brought $125
million of revenue-backed bonds
to market on Wednesday.

The sale of the bonds, which are
rated AAA by Standard & Poor's
Corp.. is expected to close Sept.
13. To complete the financing
arrangements, the authority
must control the sewage system
so that it can collect fees from
residents for the use of the sys-
tem.

SCHOOLS
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oomes official, the Jersey City
Board of Education will be dis-
solved and several adminis-
trators will be dismissed, Assis-
tant Education Commission*.
Walter J. McCarroll said in Tren-
ton.

"Competent administrators
Will be rewarded, and unsatisfac-
tory administrators will be re-
moved," Scambio said. "We will
change the negative image of Jer-
sey City. The attitude of de-
featism will no longer be accepted
in Jersey City."

The Jersey City district was
criticized in Springer's decision
for "mismanagement, political
interference, waste and ineffi
ciency" and a "failure to teach
the minimum basic skills needed
to function in society." He also
cited a contemptuous attitude by
the existing administration
towards the students.

UNION CITY
Classes also begin here Thurs-

day, and the city will also be
trying to avoid state takeover, as
the district is in Level 3 of the
monitoring process, the last step
before possible state action.

The state's Level 3 report criti-
cized the city school district for
crumbling buildings; deficiencies
in recruitment, selection and
deployment of teachers; and con-
fusion about roles and
responsibilities. The report also
criticized the system for dis-
organization.

The 104-page report called for

regular and thorough meetings
and reviews, a five year cur-
riculum plan, written guidelines
and a plan to regularly update
personnel and staff-evaluation
policies.

But in June, all seven of the
city's elementary schools passed
standardized test requirements
this year for the first time since
the state began monitoring the
district's performance.

Thomas Highton regained his
former post as schools super
intendent, succeeding Richard
Hanna in one of several adminis-
tration transfers.

The Board of Education is also
fighting to have the state restore
$4 million that the Board of Com
missioners cut from the $43
million budget in April in an
attempt to avoid a school tax
increase.

HOBOKEN
The teachers' contract has not

been settled because t he Board of
Education doesn't know who to
negotiate with. Rival factions in
the teachers union are both
claiming authority to negotiate,
and the board is talking with
both, said Trustee Gerard Costa.

At issue is a contract calling for
a 30 percent salary increase over
three years, but Costa does not
foresee a strike.

The district is in Level 3
monitoring.

"We must meet all the Level 3
objectives this year or we run the
risk of state takeover," Costa

said.
However, test scores have

risen, and the district has at-
tained minimum standards in
maih, reading and writing.

Classes start Wednesday for
about 3,700 students, Costa said,
and the district is developing
alternative school programs for
"kids who are not surviving well
in traditional settings," Costa
said.

GUTTENBERG
School Superintendent Pat

Forenza said his teachers signed
a contract in the spring.

Classes here will begin
Wednesday for 600 pupils at
Anna L. Klein School.

The primary concern in Gut-
tenberg is the planned expansion
of the town's only school by 10 to
12 classrooms.

"If everything else is settled,
we hope to start discussing that,"
Forenza said.

NORTH BERGEN
Assistant Schools Super-

intendent Peter Fischbach said
classes will begin Wednesday for
5,600 pupils in his district.

North Bergen settled its
teachers contract in June, he
said.

"It's a 7.6 percent increase, a
three-year contract," he said.

The district has two years re-
maining in its accreditation, and
officials wiH be in to monitor the
district, Fiachbach said.

IT'S SCHOOL
TIME AGAIN

Following are school opening days
tor Hudson and Bergea counties:

HUDSON
Town Day
Jersey City Thursday
Union City Thursday
Hoboken Wednesday
Guttenberg Wednesday
North Beroen Wednesday
Secaucus Thursday
Weehawken Wednesday
Bayonne Wednesday
West New York Wednesday

BERGEN
Offside Park Wednesday
Edgewater Wednesday
Fort Lee Wednesday
RWsefield Park Wednesday
Fairview Wednesday
RWgefield Wednesday

EDGEWATER
Classes start Wednesday for

200 youngsters.
"We've done major renovations

of the lower level of the Eleanor
Van Gelder School," said School
Superintendent Ted Blumstein
"We have two kindergarten
levels, a new nurses facility and
a recess roam."

* • *
SCHOOLS IN Secaucus re-

sume Thursday, while those in
Weehawken, West New York.
Bayonne, Cliffside Park, Fair-
view, Ridgefield, Ridgefield Park
and Fort Lee all reopen for thie
academic year n Wednesday. c



Hoboken to spread
a warrant dragnet
By James fcfstathio*

In 1983, a Jersey City man
was arrested for jumping a
turnstile at the Hoboken PATH
station Although he appeared
in court and pleaded guilty, he
never paid the $30 fine.

The following year, accord-
ing to court records, a man ap-
peared in Hoboken Municipal
Court and pleaded not guilty to
an assault charge, but never
showed up for his trial.

Arrest warrants for each,
along with over 1.000 individ-
uals accused of crimes ranging
from traffic violations to aggra-
vated assaults have been col-
lecting dust in police and court
files for as long as 10 years.

Police officials responsi-
ble Tor seeing that warrants are
served say the problem, is a

result of too few men doing too
many jobs and lack of a com-
puter to catalog and update
outstanding warrants.

As a result, the city loses
money from unpaid fines and
justice, in many cases, is not
served since suspects never
make it to court. Worst of all,
officials fjMr. a perception is
created i j p ignoring a notice
to appear in court will in turn
go unnoticed by law enforce-
ment agencies.

"At this very moment, there
are many hundreds of people
out there who know that
they've been arrested and are
just biding their time until
something happens," said Ho-
boken Municipal Court Judge
Ross D. London. "In a place as

See HOBOKEN - Page 5.
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In 1983, a Jersey City man
was arrested for jumping a
turnstile at the Hoboken PATH
station. Although he appeared
in court and pleaded guilty, he
never paid the $30 fine.

The following year, accord-
ing to court records, a man ap-
peared in Hoboken Municipal
Court and pleaded not guilty to
an assault charge, but never
showed up for his trial.

Arrest warrants for each,
along with over 1.000 individ-
uals, accused of crimes ranging
from traffic violations to aggra-
vated assaults have been col-
lecting dust in police and court
files for as long as 10 years.

Police officials responsi-
ble for seeing that warrants are
served say the problem, is a

result of too few men doing too
many jobs and lack of a com-
puter to catalog and update
outstanding warrants

As a result, the city loses
money from unpaid fines and
justice, in many cases, is not
served since suspects never
make it to court. Worst of all,
officials Cajjr, a perception is
created t ^ l ignoring a notice
to appear in court will in turn
go unnoticed by law enforce-
ment agencies.

"At this very moment, there
are many hundreds of people
out there who know that
they've been arrested and are
just biding their time until
something happens," said Ho-
boken Municipal Court Judge
Ross D. London, ' in a place as

See HOBOKEN — Page S.
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small as Hoboken. 1 really feel
the word gets back to the crimi-
nal element as to whether the
police are going to enforce the
warrants."

Last spring, the problem
reached what London termed
"crisis proportions," prompt-
ing him to reach out to police
officials for a solution. As a
result, plans are in the works to
reassign a group of detec tives
who will be responsible for
tracking and executing all
warrants.

In addition, the depart-
ment is expected to computer-
ize warrants which are now
filed manually. An updated list
of open warrants will be posted
and patrolmen will be re-
quired to review the list when
coming on duty, according to
Capt. Carmine LaBruno who is
heading the reorganization.

"By September 15, we
should be up and running,"
said LaBruno, adding that the
move is contingent upon ap-
proval of Police Chief George
Crimmins who is set to return
from vacation this week.

"I'm placing accountability
tquarely where it belongs,"
said LaBruno, explaining that
detectives assigned to the
squad will have to answer for
its success or failure. The

squad, critics point out, will be
only as effective as the men
who serve in it.

In the past, when a warrant
was issued either by way of a
criminal complaint or a bench
warrant for failure to appear in
court, it was forwarded to the
detective bureau. Once there,
the warrant could be served by
detectives who might track
down an individual, or by the
uniform division after making
an arrest or -through street
contacts.

But because uniform offi-
cers working night shifts do not
always have access to the de-
tective bureau where the war-
rants book is kept, checking for
an open warrant sometimes
proved impossible, according
to LaBruno.

In addition, sources in the
department say, the bureau has
been lax in maintaining and
updating the warrant file mak-
ing it difficult to check on par-
ticular cases. Such shoddy file-
keeping can lead to errors such
as individuals being brought in
on warrants which have al-
ready been recalled.

"I can't make excuses as to
why the warrants haven't been
executed in the past,' said La-
Bruno. It is hoped that comput-
erizing the files will clear up
much of the confusion, he add-

ed. Although LaBruno de-
clined to place blame for past
problems, Capt Patrick la-
picca. detective bureau com-
mander, said a lack of manpow-
er and equipment has
worsened the problem.

"In the past two years,
we've been working off of man-
ual books while everybody else
has computerized systems,"
said lapicca.

In addition, about a year
ago detectives became respon-
sible for preparing the paper-
work for civilians who want to
lodge criminal complaints, a
job previously handled by
court clerks.

"It reduced my detectives
to record-takers or report-writ-
ers." said lapicca.

London agreed that the
change placed a heavy burden
on the bureau, but added that it
is proper for police to take the
complaints instead of clerks.

Court administrators are
also in the process of upgrad-
ing their warrant files with the
goal of dismissing some of the
older, less serious charges.

Certain warrants can be
dropped, London said, pending
a review by the city prosecutor.

To help achieve the goal of
clearing up all back warrants,
London said, in the coming
weeks, notices will be sent to

individuals with pending cases
asking that they turn them-
selves in.

The warning will precede
what is hoped will be a more
viable enforcement effort

Another less obvious symp-
tom of the problem, London
said, is its effect on the jail
population.

Knowing that warrants
might not be served, London
said, he might be more inclined
to set high bail to ensure that a
suspect appears in court.

"I'll use the warrant squad
as opposed to using prison to
compel them to come to trial,"
London said.

wiPace I
wai l m Hoboken I really feel
the word gets back to the crimi-
nal element as to whether the
police are going to enforce the
warrants."

Last spring, the problem
reached what London termed
"crisis proportions," prompt-
ing him to reach out to police
officials for a solution. As a
result, plans are in the works to
reassign a group of detectives
who will be responsible for

•tracking and executing all
warrants.

In addition, the depart-
ment is expected to computer-
ize warrants which are now
filed manually An updated list
of open warrants will be posted
and patrolmen will be re-
quired to review the list when
coming on duty, according to
Capt. Carmine LaBruno who is
heading the reorganization.

"By September 15. we
should be up and running,"
Mid LaBruno, adding that the
move is contingent upon ap-
proval of Police Chief George
Crimmins who is set to return
from vacation this week

"I'm placing accountability
squarely where it belongs, "
said LaBruno, explaining that
detectives assigned to the
squad will have to answer for
its success or failure. The

squad, critics point out. will be
only as effective as the men
who serve in it.

In the past, when a warrant
was issued either by way of a
criminal complaint or a bench
warrant for failure to appear i
court, it was forwarded to the
detective bureau. Once there,
the warrant could be served by
detectives who might track
down an individual, or by the
uniform division after making
an arrest or through street
contacts.

But because uniform offi-
cers working night shifts do not
always have access to the de-
tective bureau where the war-
rants book is kept, checking for
an open warrant sometimes
proved impossible, according
to LaBruno.

In addition, sources in the
department say, the bureau has
been lax in maintaining and
updating the warrant file mak-
ing it difficult to check on par-
ticular cases. Such shoddy file-
keeping can lead to errors such
as individuals being brought in
on warrants which have al-
ready been recalled

"I can'l make excuses as to
why the warrants haven't been
executed in the past." said La-
Bruno. It .s hoped that comput-
erizing the files will clear up
much of the confusion, he add-

ed Although LaBruno de-
clined to place blame for part
problems, Capt Patrick la-
picca, detective bureau com-
mander, said a lack of manpow-
er and equipment has
worsened the problem.

"In the past two years,
we've been working off of man-
ual books while everybody else
has computerized systems,'
said lapicca.

In addition, about a year
ago detectives became respon-
sible for preparing the paper-
work for civilians who want to
lodge criminal complaints, a
job previously handled by
court clerks.

"It reduced my detectives
to record-takers or report-writ-
ers." said lapicca.

London agreed that the
change placed a heavy burden
on the bureau, but added that it
is proper for police to take the
complaints instead of clerks.

Court administrators are
also in the process of upgrad-
ing their warrant files with the
goal of dismissing some of the
older, less serious charges

Certain warrants can be
dropped, London said, pending
a review by the city prosecutor.

To help achieve the goal of
clearing up all back warrants,
London said, in the coming
weeks, notices will be sent to

No prison sentence
for school plumber

No jail for school plumber
By James Efstathiou

A former Hoboken school
plumber who pleaded guilty to
extorting $1,500 from a contrac-
tor was sentenced yesterday to
five years probation, a $5,000
fine and 1,250 hours of commu-
nity service.

In addition, Anthony C. Ro-
tondi of Clinton Street, a school
plumber since 1974. was or-
dered to repay the Ram Exca-
vation Co. of Jersey City the
$1,500 he admitted extorting
from the firm.

He was sentenced in U.S.
District Court in Newark by

udge Nicholas Politan. Ro-
tondi was indicted by a federal
grand jury in March as a result
of his illegal activity while a
school district plumber in 1986.

As part of a plea bargain,
the government moved to dis-
miss two charges in return for
Rotondi's guilty plea on a third
which he entered before Poli-
tan in July. The 46-year-old
plumber could have faced up to
five years in prison and fines
totalling $250,000 had Politan
pushed for the maximum
penalty.

Instead, the judge demand-
ed community service (250

hours a year for five years), a
fine and restitution.

The judge cited the scarci-
ty of prison space in explaining
why the plumber was not re-
quired to spend time behind
bars.

By demanding restitution,
the judge confirmed the gov-
ernment's contention that Ro-
tondi extorted money from
Ram, a charge he never admit-
ted, according to Assistant U.S.
Attorney Walter Timpone, who
prosecuted the case.

"I thought the sentence was

See NO PRISON — Page 4.

Continued from Page t
a fair one," said Timpone. "Ob-
viously, 1 would have loved to
have seen a period of incarcer-
ation. I thought the judge sent a
good message. 1 think he could
have sent a stronger message
by putting him in jail."

Rotondi could not be
reached for comment. He was
suspended without pay from
his $26,534 a-year job by school
Superintendent Walter Fine
following his guilty plea. Fine
said he would recommend to
the Board of Education that
Rotondi be dismissed

Rotondi's attorney, Dennis
McAlevy, agreed with the sen-
tence but criticized the prose-
cution for seeking a prison
term.

"The government argued
that Mr. Rotondi should be sen-
tenced to jail," said McAlevy.
"1 argued he should be placed
on probation Obviously the
court agreed with me and I'm in
full agreement with the sen-
tence. I just thought it was out-
rageous that the government
would ask for a jail term."

The indictment stemmed
from an emergency contract
given to Ram Excavating in
January 1986 to repair a water
main break at Hoboken High

Jersey City fares poorly

Students show gain on state test
By MICHAEL MARKOWITZ
The Hudson Dispatch

TRENTON—Jersey City students im-
proved their performance on the High School
Proficiency Test, but the district's scores this
year were still poor enough to justify the
state's decision to take over the school sys-
tem, education officials here said yesterday.

Figures released by the state Education
Department yesterday show that overall,
Hudson County school districts showed im-
provement over last year on the three-part
exam, which measures reading, writing and
" nath skills. ^

But the county's poorest and most troubled
districts still passed the exam at a lower rate
than many comparable districts.

Southeast Bergen's high school students
also showed improvement this year, passing
at a higher rate than in 1988.

Although Jersey City exhibited a 10 per-
centage point improvement over last year,
only 46 percent of the ninth graders passed
all three parts of the exam this year.

The results placed the district behind other
large urban areas such as Newark, Paterson,
Trenton and Camden.

"The test results were consistent with that
decision, to hai(9 the state take over the

Jersey City district," said Stanley
Rabinowitz, director of the state Education
Department's cognitive skills bureau. "How
ever, that decision took in a lot more than test
results."

After winning a long court fight, the Educa-
tion Department will move to take control of
Jersey City schools, possibly by next month,
in an effort to end what state officials said was
a tradition of political patronage, waste and
neglect.

The proficiency test is a requirement for
graduation from New Jersey high schools.

j» Please see TESTS Page 8

School. As chief plumber for
the district. Rotondi had super-
visory authority over plumbing
maintenance and repairs in all
school buildings.

Because the break oc-
curred over a holiday weekend,
Rotondi and then-school Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony
Romano were left to oversee
repairs without formal approv-
al by the school board.

Ram repaired the leak and
presented a bill of $10,500 to
the school board.

According to the govern-
ment, Rotondi demanded
$1,500 after the job was com-
pleted to ensure that the bill be
paid swiftly.

Last summer, the FBI con-
fiscated records from the dis-
trict's administrative offices
pertaining to, among other
things, expenses incurred for
repairing the water main.

Rotondi was initially
charged with obstructing com-
merce by attempting to commit
extortion as a public official
and obstructing justice by
coaching a witness scheduled
to testify before a grand jury
investigating the case, charges
which were eventually dis-
missed as part of the plea
bargain.

THE RESULTS
Below are Me percentages of arts 9th

graders who paswtf ill three parts of tht

state's High School Proficiency Test,

School District

Bayonne
Harrison
Hoboken
Jersey City
Kearny
North Bergen
Secaucus
Union City
Weeh«wken
West New York
Clittside Park
Fort Lee
Palisades Park
Ridgefield Park

Source State

Percent
passing

82.1V

71.3%

m>
87.5%

7».3%
W.7%

*1.2%
Wi%
79.6%
»4.3%
97.6%

86,6%
W.1%

Change
from 1988

•»5.2%
• 15.4%
+5.6%
•10.0%
• 10,4%

• » 2 %
•2.4%
• 5.5%
+ 10.9
•«.!%

• 7.2%
•2%
+«S%
• 11.5%

Education Department.

City jumped gun on loading zone
By James Kfstalhiou

A curbside loauing zone
that never was has caused grief
for downtown Hoboken resi-
dents whose cars were towed
and a city official who illegally
created the zone.

The case of the unautho-
rized loading zone in front of
Tony"s Bakery at 410 Second St.
came to a head at Wednesday's
City Council meeting when an
ordinance to create the re-
stricted parking area, and one
for a Willow Avenue bakery,
was scheduled for a final
reading

The measure seemed an in-
nocuous request for special
parking until Councilman Ed-
win Duroy pointed out that
signs and stripes marking the
zone had been in place for sev-
eral weeks and that residents'
cars had already been towed
from the site.

"I was ticketed and towed,"
said Emilio Ortiz, an Adams
Street resident whose pregnant
wife discovered their car miss-
ing on Aug. 16. "I'm going to

^ii* in c n n H I ' w t roinp •<•»

see if I can get my money back."
Ortiz is one of a handful of

residents illegally ticketed or
towed from the area because
the loading zone had not been
approved by the council. Re-
cords from the Violations Bu-
reau were unavailable so the
exact number of affected mo-
torists could not be
determined.

The signs, which appeared
sometime in July, mark a no-
parking zone in front of the
bakery from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
They were installed under the
direction of Thomas Vecchione
who heads the Public Works
traffic and signal division.

' i take the blame for it."
said Vecchione who admitted
acting prior to council approv-
al. "1 guarantee it will never
happen again"

Vecchione, who said the
signs would come down today,
added that he put up the signs
as a favor to the store owners
with an assurance that police
would not enforce the restric-
tion until final action by the
council.

n«""nv said thp

zone is not necessary since the
store has a connecting garage
around the corner on Adams
Street complete with a drive-
way. Area residents claim the
zone was created to give Tony's
parking spaces for customers,
not for deliveries.

During a recent weekend
street festival, milk crates were
placed in the street marking
the zone while selected cars
were ushered in and out of the
spaces, according to one
resident.

But Max Losurdo of Tony's
said the bakery has been trying
to get a loading zone for over
two years, and it is needed de-
spite the Adams Street drive-
way. When the signs were
erected, he said he believed
the matter was finally settled.

"Yesterday we found out
the loading zone was not ap-
proved yet," said Losurdo. "We
need the loading zone for
deliveries."

Several homes and busi-
nesses in Hoboken are await-
ing final approval of requests
for both new and existing re-
StrirtoH nnrlcinp 7firw>«! »« th**

city continues rewriting its
traffic codes under the direc-
tion of the state. A request for
such a zone must be submitted
to the mayor and city council
and reviewed by the Police De-
partment's Traffic Division be-
fore going to the Law Depart-
ment where it is drafted into an
ordinance

In the past, no-parking
signs have been erected in an-
ticipation of a proposed ordi-
nance, according to Lt. John
Aiello who heads the police
traffic division. However, in
the case of Tonys Bakery, the
ordinance never went through
the law department, but came
straight from Vecchione.

That discovery prompted
council President E. Norman
Wilson to reaffirm a council
rule that no ordinance be
placed on the agenda until it is
reviewed by city attorneys.

"Sure there's a problem,"
said Public Works Director Roy
Haack. "He (Vecchione) was
told under no circumstances to
install any signs unless it's
done under proper

Firehouse stiff
can't be used
Continued from Page 1
through the lengthy bidding
and advertising process

In addition to the ceremo-
nial declaration, the council
approved two measures that
should have more significant
impact on reopening the turn-
of-the-century firehouse.

One authorizes engineers
to draw up specifications for
demolition work inside the
building, the first Hoboken
structure to be placed on the
National Register of Historic
Places.

The second, which won ap-
proval on first reading, is a
$1.92 million bond ordinance,
$700,000 of which is earmarked
for rehabilitation of the
building.

Following last October's
fire, in which no one was in-
jured, some 48 men and two
engines were relocated to the
Eighth Street firehouse, where
they have since shared
cramped quarters with the
house's regular crew.

Fire officials said the move
will not significantly affect re-
sponse time in the uptown
area, an opinion which led the
city to abandon plans to bunk
firefighters in trailers in front
of the building and park en-
gines inside while work on the
firehouse took place.

The job has taken so long,
according to Haack, because of
the commitment to make the
building a model firehouse. An
engineer and architect have
visited new firehouses in other

towns to determine what fea-
tures work best for firefighters
and which should be avoided.

Although the process has
been slow, the decision to con-
struct a prototype structure in
a city where some firehouses
fall below building codes has
won the support of union lead-
ers within the department.

"The firehouses in this
town are a dungeon," said Dep-
uty Fire Chief William Bergin,
president of the fire officers
union.

"We're at a stage where
we're going to have a first-class
firehouse. Let's not shortcut it
now."

In other action, the council
agreed to formally request in-
formation on the preparation
of the municipal budget from
city directors prior to its intro-
duction for council action.

The accord came following
discussion of a proposed
amendment by Councilman Jo-
seph Delia Fave that would set
deadlines for the presentation
of budget reports from the
city's finance director and
business administrator.

Delia Fave said he made
the request not because the ad-
ministration had been reluc-
tant to provide information on
the budget, but rather out of a
concern for better fiscal man-
agement on the part of the
council.

'i 'd like to see the process
be more involved," said Delia
Fave. "I'd like to see the infor-
mation shared by everyone."

TESTS
CONTINUED FDOM PAGE 1

Students first take the test in
ninth grade and must pass all
three parts by the time they
graduate.

In New Jersey's 56 urban dis-
tricts, the percentage of ninth-
grade students who passed all
three parts of the test increased
for the third year in a row. Urban
students exhibited the greatest
improvement, but they continued
to pass at a lower rate than their
counterparts in other districts.

Of the 17 districts classified by
the state as the poorest urban
centers, Jersey City came in
ahead of only East Orange, where
just 37.5 percent of the ninth
graders passed all three parts of
the test.

Union City ranked ninth
among the districts in that same
group and Hoboken ranked 10th,

Both of those districts are at
level 3 of the state's school system
recertification procedure, placing
them a step away from the type of
takeover underway in Jersey
City.

State officials say neither
Hoboken nor Union City is cur-
rently a candidate for a takeover.

In Union City, school district
officials attributed this year's
rise in scores and increased pass-
ing rate to intensive tutoring pro-
grams launched after low test
scores played a key role in the
district s failure to pass levels 1
and 2 of certification monitoring.

Educators throughout the
state, however, have criticised
both the test itself and programs
geared toward improving scores.

saying the exam relies too much
on test performance rather than
learning.

Ninth-graders in Weehawken,
the third level 3 district in
Hudson County, passed all three
parts of the exam at a rate 10.9
percentage points higher than
last year — the second largest
improvement in the county after
Harrison.

Secaucus led all Hudson dis-
tricts, with 97.3 percent of the
ninth graders passing the entire
exam.

In Southeast Bergen, Ridge-
field Park exhibited the greatest
improvent, with its passing jump-
ing 11.5 percent. Fort Lee led that
region with 97.6 percent of its
ninth graders scoring a passing
grade on all three protions of the
test. ,

Statewide, 83.8 percent of
ninth graders passed the test in
1989, a 7.1 percentage point im-
provement over last year. The
test results released yesterday do
not include the scores of ninth
graders identified as special
education or limited-English
proficiency students.

Education Commissioner Saul
Cooperman said through a
spokesman that the results show
continued improvement in stu-
dent performance.

"The four year record of stu-
dent performance on all three
sections of the HSPT shows that
New Jerseys young people are
making steady progress in learn-
ing basic skills.' Cooperman
said.

individuals with pending cases
asking that they turn them-
selves in

The warning will precede
what is hoped will be a more
viable enforcement effort.

Another less obvious svmp-
tom of the problem, London
said, is its effect on the jail
population.

Knowing that warrants
might not be served, London
said, he might be more inclined
to set high bail to ensure that a
suspect appears in court

i l l use the warrant squad
as opposed to using prison to
compel them to come to trial,"
London said.

to face
penalty
Could get five years
for pocketing bribe

By MICHAEL FINNEO AN
The Hudson Dispatch

The suspended chief plumber
for the Hoboken Board of Educa-
tion is scheduled to be sentenced
by a federal judge today for tak-
ing a $1,500 payoff from a Jersey
City contractor.

Under an agreement with the
U.S. Attorney's Office in New-
ark, Anthony C. Rotondi, 54,
faces a maximum punishment of
five years in prison and a
$250,000 fine at his sentencing
before U.S. District Judge
Nicholas H. Politan.

When he pleaded guilty in July
to one count of bribery, Rotondi
admitted taking the kiekback
from Ram Excavation of Jersey
City for getting the company a
$10,500 emergency pipe repair
job at Hoboken High School in
January 1986.

Rotondi is suspended without
pay from his $26,534 a-year job as
chief plumber, said Schools
Superintendent Walter J. Fine.

"Once he's sentenced, 1 think
there will be a move to dismiss
him," Fine said. "That would, of
course, have to be decided by the
Board of Education."

4 4Once he's
sentenced, I think
there will be a move
to dismiss him. That
would, of course,
have to be decided by
the Board of Educa-
tion. JJ
SCHOOLS SUPERINTENDENT

WAITER J. FINE

Firehouse
still can't

By James Efstathiou

Although it has been near-
ly a year since Hoboken s 14th
Street firehouse was closed
due to a fire, an engineer over-
seeing the reconstruction says
the building is still months
away from being reopened.

The delay has frustrated
city officials, firefighters and
residents, particularly in light
of initial estimates that the
building would be back in ser-
vice in four to six months.

James Caulfield, an engi-
neer hired by the city to pre-
pare bid specifications for the
rehabilitation, told the City
Council last night that the
building won't be ready for oc-
cupancy before May or June.

That update drew gasps
from several uptown residents
and prompted the council to
pass a resolution declaring an
emergency situation. The
move, however, was regarded
as a ceremonial gesture and
will not lift the city from the
responsibility of proceeding
with state bidding laws on the
job.

"H has never been put on
the back burner," said Public
Works Director Roy Haack in
answer to Council President E.
Norman Wilson's queries on
the delay.

"I agree with you it's a long
time, but when the firehouse is
done, you will have a model
firehouse."

"I know its unfortunate, but
we are saddled sometimes by
laws we have to abide by," said
Law Director Eugene O'Con-
nell, referring to state statutes
that dictate bid procedures.

Immediately after the fire,
the council, on O'Connell's ad-
vice, balked at declaring an
emergency, which would have
freed the city to hire contrac-
tors for the job without going

See FIREHOUSE — Page I I



Florio pushes roots
at Hoboken festival

new laps in governor race Stricter enforcement seen

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN—Democratic gubernatorial can
didate James J Flono stumped at a street festival
here last night, beginning a new lap of his cam-
paign in the city which he called his family'g
gatewav to New Jersey.

The Camden County congressman came to
Hudson County, where he kicked off his campaign
earlier this year, because his father brought his
family here while working on Hoboken's piers.

" Please se« FLORIO Page 12

Lack of recognition
mars visit by Courter

as recycling chief takes over

JAMES J.
Stresses c

FLORIO
ortumty for all

JAMES A. COURTER
Recepion pleases him

•yJHUeMJIIORLEY^
The Hudson Dispatch

RUTHERFORD-Repubhcan gubernatorial can-
didate Jamc* A. Courter visited the borough's
Labor Day street fair yesterday, as the campaign to
replace outgoing GOP Gov. Thomas H. Kean
shifted into high gear.

The Warren County congressman's campaign
stop, however, did not appear to make much of an
impression on the Labor Day celebration. As he

Ptease m COUNTER Page 12

FLORIO
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Flono stressed his family's blue-
collar roots as he celebrated
Labor Day, which is considered to
be the start of the most intense
campaigning period for a Novem-
ber election.

"Hoboken symbolizes a place of
opportunity for the Florio
family," the candidate said. "As
governor, I want to make sure
opportunity is here for all the
people of New Jersey."

He noted that his father
Vincenzo, who was a dock
worker, came to the Hoboken
piers after the shipyards in
Brooklyn closed. The Flono fam-
ily moved here in 1956, the con-
gressman said, although he was
in the armed forces at the time.

Earlier in the day, Florio had
campaigned at the Good Old Days
Old Time Carnival in Voorhees,
Camden County. He discussed

auto insurance rates and pledged
to bring fairness to the state's
insurance system, which he said
"is the laughing stock of the na-
tion."

But last night, the con-
gressman spoke only briefly
about the issues he has pressed
during his campaign: drugs, the
environment and auto insurance
rates. Instead, Florio used the
street festival celebrating the
Feast of Maria SS dei Martin as
a chance for some light campaign-
ing, walking among the crowds
on Adams Street, shaking hands
and greeting well-wishers.

Holding his wife Lucinda'i
hand, Florio wound his way
around the food and game stands.
He spoke briefly from the
festival's bandstand, talking
about his family, their journey to
New Jersey and his children.

COURTER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

made his way through the crowd,
shaking hands and greeting
potential voters, a number of
those in attendance shrugged off
his advances.

Courter's greetings met with
an apparent lack of recognition
and confusion over some of his
stated policies even from some
who had followed his campaign.

"1 don't think he's made
himself clear on many issues,"
said Westwood teacher John
Sudo, when asked whom he sup-
ports in the election. "And unless
he solidifies his positions, I can't
say one way or another."

At the end of the lVi-hour
session, Courter said he was
pleased with the reception, how-
ever.

"I'm getting a sense that New
Jersey ans are starting to get a
focus on the gubernatorial elec-
tion," he said.

"Clearly I'm not as well known
as my opponent. I've not been
running for the past 15 years or
something as governor," he said
in reference to his Democratic

Joumul photo by larr

A Hny prick of the finger is all it takes to draw blood from Hoboken Mayor Patrick Pasculli as
part of cholesterol level test at St. Mary Hospital, Hoboken.

It was political blood-letting
By Peter Weiss

"I want a recount," demanded Weehaw-
ken Mayor Stanley Iacono, a Republican,
after outpolling three Democratic elected
officials.

Unfortunately for Iacono, it wasn't at the
polls that he scored his "victory." It was in his
bloodstream.

Iacono was one of four officials who went
to St. Mary Hospital in Hoboken for a check-
up as part of a program of the Franciscan
Health System of New Jersey to call attention
to the dangers of high cholesterol

Iacono's cholesterol level registered 230.
"That's not good," he agreed. "1 don't under-

stand this. I exercise every day. I'm in good
shape . . . 1 thought."

The mayor noted he's even given up
smoking . . . since January. "After 30 years,"
reminded an aide.

At 230 milligrams of cholesterol per deci-
liter of blood, Iacono is in the "borderline
high" category. This means he should eat
more foods that are low in fat, saturated fat
and cholesterol and lose weight. The mayor
said he weighs 205 pounds, a few pounds
more than he should.

While weight is a factor in a high choles-
terol count, it isn't the only one. Trim Assem-

See IT WAS — Page «.

It was political blood-letting
Continued from I'agr 1
blyman Bernard Kenny of Hoboken came in
with a cholesterol count of 219. which is also
borderline high. "OK," said Kenny upon get-
ting his results "I was 220 a year ago."

Kenny admitted feeling stressed out by a
drive up from the shpre.

The other officials — Hoboken Mayor
Patrick Pasculli and Hudson County Execu-
tive Robert Janiszewski — were in fine
shape. Pasculli had a 188 and Janiszewski
was 177, both in the "desirable" range.

"Great, fantastic,' said Pasculli. "It's a
pleasant surprise." The last time he was
tested, his cholesterol count was 223, he said.
A possible reason for the decrease, he sug-
gested, is that the pressure of running for
office is gone. Pasculli was elected mayor last
November to complete an unexpired term,
then ran again in May for a full term

It takes only three minutes to get a cho-
lesterol count, which was one of the points
being made at yesterday's testing.

Dr. Gabriel Zatlin. director of family
practice at St Mary, noted the testing proce-

dure has been simplified and made easily
affordable in recent years. "Testing is now
very simple, cheap and available to the pub-
lic." he said "Many people never had one
before."

St. Mary offers screenings every Monday
from 3 to 7 p.m. St. Francis Hospital in Jersey
City offers the screenings every Thursday
from 3 to 7 p.m The cost is $7 Costs are
similar at other hospitals and health
facilities.

Zatlin noted free screenings are offered
periodically by various institutions and
agencies

There are numerous factors that can
cause high cholesterol, and a high count is
not necessarily dangerous, but in general,
anyone with a count over 200 should take
corrective measures, he said. Often, a change
in diet and increased exercise are sufficient,
he said.

The important thing is to determine
whether your cholesterol level is high
enough to require a change in lifestyle or
further tests, said Zatlin

Cops
Police units were "am/J

bushed" early today and last
night when they responded to
emergency calls at the Andrew
Jackson housing project in Ho-
boken. officials reported.

Patrolman Mark Auri-
gemma responded to 320 Mar-
shall Drive at 12:59 am on a
report of "shots fired" and
wound up being injured when

opponent, Rep. James J. Florio of
Camden County, who lost to
Kean in 1981, "but I think my
ideas are the ideas of the '90s. ...
I think I'm moving in the right
direction."

Despite recent political
experts' opinions to the contrary,
voters inquiries showed abortion
is still a key issue. Drugs and car
insurance issues were both raised
by voters yesterday, but the sec-
ond-biggest concern was rapidly
increasing property taxes.

"My taxes have gone up 300
percent since 1975," said clinical
manager Pat Denoble of West
Milford, Passaic County, who ex-
pressed support for three of
Courter's proposed remedies to
the tax problem.

Among them is a plan to make
the state, not local governments,
pay for state-mandated pro-
grams. Courter also proposed
freezing taxes for senior citzen
homeowners when they reach age
65 and making up the difference
from revenue realized from At-
lantic City casinos.

By James, Kfsuthiuu

Hoboken finally has a new
recycling coordinator, an ap-
pomtment officials hope will
signal an era of stricter en-
forcement of state recycling
regulations.

Vincent Logan, a former re-
cycling coordinator who re-
cently served as a city inspec-
tor, took over the city's
recycling program Thursday
He replaces Caroline Carlson
who was forced out of the posi-
tion in April following a state
Department of Personnel ex-
amination for the position

Results of that test placed
Logan atop an appointment list
which the city was bound to
hire from. However, confusion
over the state's ranking by De-
partment of Public Works di
rector Roy Haack led to the six-
month delay in filling the state
mandated position.

Since Carlsons departure.

the program, which covers
glass, aluminum cans, card-
board, newspapers and house-
hold appliances, has been run
out of the DPW office with the
help of a part time summer
clerk. Although Haack said
that monthly paperwork has
been processed up until July
Logan, who was recycling head
for nine months prior to Carl
son. appeared confronted bv
the volume of work

, - ! . ?? k n o * w h t r t to
start, said Logan of the backed
up paperwork T m sure
there's got to be a lot of
changes, but it will take a few
weeks to evaluate it "

Logan will earn $30,000 us
2»Ci2£Ilng h e a d " approximately
$9,000 more than his salary as
an inspector

On the enforcement side
Logan should get some help
from Joseph Grossi, a com
plaint inspector hired over the
summer who will be assigned

to recycling. Although in the
past city inspectors had coop-
erated with the recycling bead
the addition of an inspector
dedicated to recycling is ex-
pected to bolster enforcement

That will be critical. Haack
said, if the city is to meet a state
mandate to recycle at least 25
percent of its solid waste by the
middle of next year Haack e.s
timated that less than half of
the city's residents are cooper
ating with recycling rules.

There's been a lack in en-
forcement in the past," said
Haack characterizing the city's
efforts in as "casual."

Building owners responsi-
ble for providing garbage con-
tainers dedicated to particular
recyclable materials with la
bels will be issued warnings
lor non-compliance, and sum
mouses, if found to be repeat
offenders. Haack said

ken ferries saluted
at upon arrival

A New York City fireboat
gave a traditional water spray
reception yesterday to two new
ferry boats that will renew
rush-hour service between Ho-
boken and Battery Park City in
Manhattan after 22 years.

The trans-Hudson passen-
ger service is to begin Oct. 16,
following a ceremonial dedica-
tion on Oct. 11.

The ferry service, spon-
sored by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, will
be jointly operated by Hartz
Mountain Industries Inc. of Se-
caucus and Arcorp Properties
Inc. of Weehawken

As the 339-passenger
George Washington and Thorn
as Jefferson ferries entered the

harbor at about 11.30 a.m. they
were greeted by the fireboat
just south of the Statue of
Liberty.

The ferries cruised around
the harbor until noon, then
made their way up the Hudson
River to a temporary dock at
Port Imperial in Weehawken.

Two additional ferries, the
Alexander Hamilton and the
Abraham Lincoln, will be add-
ed to the ferry line in early
Oetober.

The Hoboken ferry termi-
nal is located south of the for-
mer Erie-Laekawanna Ferry
Terminal in the renovated
Pullman and Immigrant Build-
ing, which is adjacent to the NJ
Transit rail and bus terminals

The New York City termi-
nal is located north of Battery
Park City's North Cove, next to
the World Financial Center.

The ferry line will cross the
Hudson River every 10 minutes
from 7 to 10 am. and from 4 to 7
p.m. daily. A one-way trip will
take eight minutes

A half-price, one-way fare
of $1 will be in effect Oct 16 to
31 as an introductory offer to
commuters.

Starting Nov. 1, a monthly
pass will cost $56; a 10-trip tick-
et, $16; and a one-way ticket, $2.

Combined rail-ferry
monthly tickets will be avail-
able, beginning in November,
through NJ Transit's "Mail-
Tik" program.

To sewer system

bserver project
hookup backed
Hoboken to seek exemption from N.J. ban
By DAVID H.LIPPMAN
The Hudson Dispatch

H O B O K E N - D e v e l o p e r
Joseph Barry's $15 million Ob-
server Highway housing project
moved a step closer to reality
yesterday.

The City Council, at a special
meeting, unanimously approved
a petition to the state Legislature
to allow the project to hook up to
the city sewer system.

According to Councilman
Joseph Delia Fave, builders in
Hoboken cannot hook up their
pipes to the city's sewer lines,
because the city's sewage treat-
ment plant does not comply with
state secondary sewage treat-
ment standards. The state En-
vironmental Protection Depart
ment has ordered a moratorium

on hookups here.
Consequently, Hoboken

builders must be exempted by the
state Legislature when they seek
to connect their structures to the
city's pipes.

"You can build any building
you want," Delia Fave said, "but
you just can't hook your pipes
up."

That includes Barry's 115-
apartment mixed-income hous-
ing project at Observer Highway
and Bloomfield Street, for which
ground was broken earlier this
year. The project is scheduled to
include units of affordable hous-
ing.

Barry's project has traveled a
rocky road to completion, having
been assailed by housing ac-
tivists and threatened by
chemical contamination.

Nonetheless, the project won
council approval last year, and is
expected by city Business Admin-
istrator Edwin Chius to open in
12 to 18 months.

Chius said that in cases such as
this, the Legislature can order
the environmental department to
lift the moratorium, so affordable
housing can be built.

"Cleaning up the water is an
important goal, but getting
people homes is one, too," he said.
"It would be a disgrace if people
who need housing have to stay on
the street."

The only other matter on the
council's agenda was authorizing
a $35,000 contract with GA/Part-
ners, the real estate unit of
Arthur Anderson Co., an account-
ing firm in Washington, to de-
termine the value of the Hoboken

JOSEPH BARRY
Housing complex under way
waterfront property the city
plans to develop.

GA is to "provide the second
opinion," requested by Coun-
cilman Thomas Newman on the
agreement between Hoboken and
the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey, to determine
market values of comparable
property on the real estate mar-
ket, perform marketing analysis
and appraise the property.

"That will make us more com-
fortable with the P.A., and more
comfortable if the deal with the
P.A. falls through," Chius said.

* • • • % . .

City, firm battle over mobile precinct
By James Efstathiou

The manufacture^ of Hobo-
ken's $155,000 mobile police
precinct has threatened legal
action lo withhold delivery of
the bus until the city makes
good on an outstanding debt for
another vehicle it leases from
the firm.

Mark Matthews of Mat-
thews Buses Inc., Ballston Spa,
NY., said he would seek a re-
straining order to prevent re-
leasing the mobile precinct the
city paid for last spring unless
Hoboken guarantees payment
of $21,600. That sum, said Mat-
thews, represents seven and a
half months Hoboken is in ar-
rears on its lease for the Cross-
town Bus obtained by the city
in January.

Lt. Mario Mikado, who has
handled the matter for the city,
learned of the problem earlier
in the month when inquiring as
to the condition of the precinct.
Despite the discovery, he said
he planned to travel upstate
and pick up the vehicle today
and that only a court order
would stop him.

To avert a potential show-
down, city Law Director Eu-
gene O'Connell said he would

letter to Matthews this

..._fning, personally guaran-
teeing payment in full by
Thursday.

On that assurance, the bus
company executive said he
would release the mobile pre-
cinct, even though he remained
skeptical of the city's intent to
clear the debt.

if Gene O'Connell does
what he says he's going to do,
which is fax a letter personally
guaranteeing we're going to be
paid, I'm going way against my
better judgment here," said
Matthews, reluctantly agreeing
to release the mobile precinct.

"These people haven't
lived up to one promise they've
ever made."

The controversy is only the
latest chapter in the mobile
unit's brief history in Hoboken
which, in some instances, reads
like a comic book rather than a
police novel.

The vehicle, a state-of-the-
art mobile precinct complete
with a holding cell, a booking
area and the ability to serve as
a command headquarters any-
where in the city, was deliv-
ered to Hoboken — lacking fin-
ishing touches — in April at the
request of Mayor Patrick
Pasculli.
* Though Pasculli said at the

time he could not justify de-
priving city residents of the
benefits of the mobile precinct
even though it would have to be
returned within two months,
his opponents in a hotly con-
tested mayoral campaign saw
things differently.

They charged Pasculli with
grandstanding for the support
of the city's housing project
residents, who turned out to be
the sole beneficiaries of the
unit since it remained in the
projects until its return in
June.

Administration cri t ics
soon had their opportunity to
politicize the issue when the
precinct was temporarily put
out of commission on its first
night in the street. The break-
down came when firefighters,
called to assist police, inadver-
tently pumped water into a die-
sel tank instead of a toilet wa-
ter tank which had run dry.

The unit was soon running
and, by many accounts, helped
curb drug-dealing and rowdi-
ness in the area. But when it
was returned to Matthews for
finishing touches, the city was
already months behind in pay-
ments on the Crosstown Bus

(and apparently confused ovev
how to handle the debt. >

The company offered the
bus to Hoboken in January un-
der a lease agreement with an
option to buy. The arrangement
allowed the city to quickly re-
store cross-town service in the
winter following the break-
down of an aging vehicle.

initially, these people
called us and were desperate
to have a bus," said Matthews.
"We're not a lease company.
We did this because there was
no way they were even going to
get through the mechanics of
financing in time to get this
service in place."

But a series of delays in
awarding a contract to buy the
bus and confusion over how to
handle the Matthews bill — in
August the law department was
prepared to authorize full pay-
ment on the lease, although the
purchasing department had al-
ready forwarded partial pay-
ment — prompted Matthews to
seek legal recourse.

O'Connell said much of the
confusion could have been pre-
vented had the lease ageement,
worked out by Mercado and
Chius, been handled through
his office from the beginning.

fhis' radio car was struck with
gallon jugs containing either
small rocks or pebbles, offi-
cials said.

"When I arrived at the pro-
ject, I radioed to slow down the
other units because the call
appeared to be unfounded,"
Aurigemma said.

"AH of a sudden, I'm bom-
barded with gallon jugs with

small rocks or pebbles.
"One of the jugs smashed

the windshield sending shat-
tered glass over me.

"I radioed that 1 was being
bombarded and the cars con-
tinued to the project We
searched the area to no avail
and then left.

"I couldn't see where the
jugs came from, but they had to

have been thrown from a roof,"
Aurigemma said.

The officer was treated at
police headquarters by emer-
gency medical technicians for
glass to both eyes.

Last night, a Police Hous-
ing Unit car was pelted the
same way when the officer re-
sponded to a call, but he was
not injured, police said.



Hopefuls start new laps in governor race
Lack of recognition

mars visit by Courter
Florio pushes roots
at Hoboken festival

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN-Democratk gubernatorial can
didate James J. Flono stumped at a sfaeel festival
here last night, beginning a new lap of his cam
paign in the city which he called hie family's
gateway to New Jersey.

The Camden County congreaanaan came to
Hudson County, where he kicked off hia campaign
earlier this year, because his father brought his
family here while working on Hob-ken's piers.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

tricter enforcement seen
s recycling chief takes over

JAMES J. FLORIO
Stresses opportunity for alt

JAMES A. COURTER
Recttpttori pleases htm

»V HUGH MOWLEY
The Hudson Dispatch

RUTHERFORD-Republican gubernatorial can-
didate James A. Courter visited the borough's
Labor Day street fair yesterday, as the campaign to
replace outgoing GOP Gov. Thomas H. Kean
shifted into high gear.

The Warren County congressman's campaign
stop, however, did not appear to make much of an
impression on the Labor Day celebration. As he

Plea-e see COUNTER Page 12

FLORIO
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Florio stressed his family's blue-
collar roots as he celebrated
Labor Day, which is considered to
be the start of the most-intense
campaigning period for a Novem-
ber election.

"Hoboken symbolizes a place of
opportunity for the Florio
family," the candidate said. "As
governor, I want to make sure
opportunity is here for all the
people of New Jersey."

He noted that his father
Vincenzo, who was a dock
worker, came to the Hoboken
piers after the shipyards in
Brooklyn closed. The Florio fam-
ily moved here in 1956, the con-
gressman said, although he wa-
in the armed forces at the time.

Earlier in the day, Florio had
campaigned at the Good Old Days
Old Time Carnival in Voorhees,
Camden County. He discussed

auto insurance rates and pledged
to bring fairness to the state's
insurance system, which he said
"is the laughing stock of the na-
tion."

But last night, the con-
gressman spoke only briefly
about the issues he has pressed
during his campaign: drugs, the
environment and auto insurance
rates. Instead, Florio used the
street festival celebrating the
Feast of Maria SS dei Martin as
a chance for some light campaign-
ing, walking among the crowds
on Adams Street, shaking hands
and greeting well-wishers.

Holding his wife Luanda's
hand, Florio wound his way
around the food and game stands.
He spoke briefly from the
festival's bandstand, talking
about his family, their journey to
New Jersey and his children.

COURTER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

his way through the crowd,
•baking hands and greeting
potential voters, a number of
those in attendance shrugged off
his advances.

Courters greetings met with
an apparent lack of recognition
and confusion over some of his
stated policies even from some
who had followed his campaign.

"I don't think he's made
himself clear on many issues,"
said Westwood teacher John
Sudo, when asked whom he sup-
ports in the election. "And unless
he solidifies his positions, 1 can't
say one way or another."

At the end of the lV_-hour
session, Courter said he was
pleased with the reception, how-
ever.

"I'm getting a sense that New
Jerseyans are starting to get a
focus on the gubernatorial elec-
tion," he said.

"Clearly I'm not as well known
as my opponent. I've not been
running for the past 15 years or
something as governor," he said
in reference to his Democratic

Journal photo by Larry Cvtctal

A tiny prick of the finger is all it takes to draw blood from Hoboken Mayor Patrick PatcuHi as
part of cholesterol level test at St. Mary Hospital, Hoboken.

It was political blood-letting
By Peter Weiss

"1 want a recount," demanded Weehaw-
ken Mayor Stanley lacono, a Republican,
after outpolling three Democratic elected
officials.

Unfortunately for lacono, it wasn't at the
polls that he scored his "victory." It was in his
bloodstream.

laeono was one of four officials who went
to St. Mary Hospital in Hoboken for a check-
up as part of a program of the Franciscan
Health System of New Jersey to call attention
to the dangers of high cholesterol

Iacono's cholesterol level registered 230.
"That's not good," he agreed. "I don't under-

stand this. I exercise every day. I'm in good
shape . . . I thought."

The mayor noted he's even given up
smoking . . . since January. "After 30 years,"
reminded an aide.

At 230 milligrams of cholesterol per deci-
liter of blood, lacono is in the "borderline
high" category. This means he should eat
more foods that are lew in At, saturated fat
and cholesterol and lose weight The mayor
said he weighs 205 pounds, a few pounds
more than he should.

While weight is a factor in a high choles-
terol count, it isn't the only one. Trim Assem-

See IT WAS — Page 6.

It was political blood-letting
Continued from Page 1
blyman Bernard Kenny of Hoboken came in
with a cholesterol count of 219, which is also
borderline high. "OK," said Kenny upon get-
ting his results. "I was 220 a year ago."

Kenny admitted feeling stressed out by a
drive up from the shore.

The other officials — Hoboken Mayor
Patrick Pasculli and Hudson County Execu-
tive Robert Janiszewski — were in fine
shape. Pasculli had a 188 and Janiszewski
was 177, both in the "desirable" range.

"Great, fantastic," said Pasculli. "It's a
pleasant surprise" The last time he was
tested, his cholesterol count was 223, he said.
A possible reason for the decrease, he sug-
gested, is that the pressure of running for
office is gone. Pasculli was elected mayor last
November to complete an unexpired term,
then ran again in May for a full term.

It takes only three minutes to get a cho-
lesterol count, which was one of the points
being made at yesterday's testing.

Dr. Gabriel Zatlin. director of family
practice at St. Mary, noted the testing proce-

dure has been simplified and made easily
affordable in recent years. "Testing is now
very simple, cheap and available to the pub-
lic." he said "Many people never had one
before."

St. Mary offers screenings every Monday
from 3 to 7 p.m. St. Francis Hospital in Jersey
City offers the screenings every Thursday
from 3 to 7 p.m The cost is $7. Costs are
similar at other hospitals and health
facilities.

Zatlin noted free screenings are offered
periodically by various institutions and
agencies.

There are numerous factors that can
cause high cholesterol, and a high count is
not necessarily dangerous, but in general,
anyone with a count over 200 should take
corrective measures, he said. Often, a change
in diet and increased exercise are sufficient,
he said.

The important thing is to determine
whether your cholesterol level is high
enough to require a change in lifestyle or
further tests, said Zatlin

opponent, Rep. James J. Florio of
Camden County, who lost to
Kean in 1981, "but I think my
ideas are the ideas of the '90s. ...
I think I'm moving in the right
direction."

Despite recent political
experts' opinions to the contrary,
voters inquiries showed abortion
is still a key issue. Drugs and car
insurance issues were both raited
by voters yesterday, but the sec-
ond-biggest concern was rapidly
increasing property taxes.

"My taxes have gone up 300
percent since 1975," said clinical
manager Pat Denoble of West
Milford, Passaic County, who ex-
pressed support for three of
Courier's proposed remedies to
the tax problem.

Among them is a plan to make
the state, not local governments,
pay for state-mandated pro-
grams. Courter also proposed
freezing taxes for senior citzen
homeowners when they reach age
65 and making up the difference
from revenue realized from At-
lantic City casinos.

By Janies Efstattueu

Hoboken finally has a new
recycling coordinator, an ap-
pointment officials hope will
signal an era of stricter en-
forcement of state recycling
regulations.

Vincent Logan, a former re-
cycling coordinator who re-
cently served as a city inspec-
tor, took over the city's
recycling program Thursday.
He replaces Caroline Carlson
who was forced out ot the posi-
tion in April following a state
Department of Personnel ex-
amination for the position

Results of that test placed
Logan atop an appointment list
which the city was bound to
hire from. However, confusion
over the state's ranking by De-
partment of Public Works di-
rector Roy Haack led to the six-
month delay in filling the state-
mandated position.

Since Carlson's departure.

program, which covers
glass, aluminum cans, card-
board, newspapers and house-
hold appliances, has been run
out of the DPW office with the
help of a part-time summer
clerk. Although Haack said
that monthly paperwork has
been processed up until July
Logan, who was recycling head
for nine months prior to Carl
son, appeared confronted by
the volume of work

"I don't know where to
start, said Logan of the backed
up paperwork T m sure
there's got to be a lot of
changes, but it will take a few
weeks to evaluate i t"

Loigan will earn $30,000 as
recycling head, approximately
$9,000 more than his salary as
an inspector.

On the enforcement side
Logan should get some help
from Joseph Grossi, a com
plaint inspector hired over the
summer who will be assigned

to recycling. Although in the
past city inspectors had coop-
erated with the recycling head
the addition of an inspector
dedicated to recycling is ex-
pected to bolster enforcement

That will be critical. Haac k
said, if the city is to meet a state
mandate to recycle at leaM 25
percent of its solid was.te by the
middle of next year. Haack es-
timated that less than half of
the city's residents are cooper
ating with recycling rules.

"There's been a lack in en
(orcement in the past," said
Haack characterizing the city's
efforts in as "casual "

Building owners responsi-
ble for providing garbage con
tamers dedicated to particular
recyclable materials with la
bel_ will be issued warnings
for non-compliance, and sum
monses, if found to be repeat
offenders, Haack said

ken ferries saluted
at upon arrival

A New York City fireboat
gave a traditional water spray
reception yesterday to two new
ferry boats that will renew
rush-hour service between Ho-
boken and Battery Park City in
Manhattan after 22 years.

The trans-Hudson passen-
ger service is to begin Oct. 16,
following a ceremonial dedica-
tion on Oct. 11.

The ferry service, spon-
sored by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, will
be jointly operated by Hartz
Mountain Industries Inc. of Se-
caucus and Arcorp Properties
Inc. of Weehawken

As the 339-passenger
George Washington and Thom-
as Jefferson ferries entered the

harbor at about 11 30 a.m. they
were greeted by the fireboat
just south of the Statue of
Liberty.

The ferries cruised around
the harbor until noon, then
made their way up the Hudson
River to a temporary dock at
Port Imperial in Weehawken

Two additional ferries, the
Alexander Hamilton and the
Abraham Lincoln, will be add-
ed to the ferry line in early
October.

The Hoboken ferry termi-
nal is located south of the for-
mer Erie-Lackawanna Ferry
Terminal in the renovated
Pullman and Immigrant Build-
ing, which is adjacent to the NJ
Transit rail and bus terminals.

The New York City termi-
nal is located north of Battery
Park City's North Cove, next to
the World Financial Center.

The ferry line will cross the
Hudson River every 10 minutes
from 7 to 10 a.m. and from 4 to 7
p.m. daily. A one-way trip will
take eight minutes.

A half-price, one-way fare
of $1 will be in effect Oct. 16 to
31 as an introductory offer to
commuters

Starting Nov. 1, a monthly
pass will cost $56; a 10-trip tick-
et, $16; and a one-way ticket, $2

Combined rail-ferry
monthly tickets will be avail-
able, beginning in November,
through NJ Transit's "Mail-
Tik" program.

To sewer system

bserver projec
hookup backed
Hoboken to seek exemption from N.J. ban
By DAVID H.LIPPMAN
The Hudson Dispatch

H O B O K E N - D e v e l o p e r
Joseph Barry's $15 million Ob-
server Highway housing project
moved a step closer to reality
yesterday.

The City Council, at a special
meeting, unanimously approved
a petition to the state Legislature
to allow the project to hook up to
the city sewer system.

According to Councilman
Joseph Delia Fave, builders in
Hoboken cannot hook up their
pipes to the city's sewer lines,
because the city's sewage treat-
ment plant does not comply with
state secondary sewage treat-
ment standards. The state En-
vironmental Protection Depart-
ment has ordered a moratorium

on hookups here.
Consequently, Hoboken

builders must be exempted by the
state Legislature when they seek
to connect their structures to the
city's pipes.

"You can build any building
you want," Delia Fave Baid, "but
you just can't hook your pipes
up."

That includes Barry's 115-
apartment mixed-income hous-
ing project at Observer Highway
and Bloomfield Street, for which
ground was broken earlier this
year. The project is scheduled to
include units of affordable hous-
ing.

Barry's project has traveled a
rocky road to completion, having
been assailed by housing ac-
tivists and threatened by
chemical contamination.

Nonetheless, the project won
council approval last year, and is
expected by city Business Admin-
istrator Edwin Chius to open in
12 to 18 months.

Chius said that in cases such as
this, the Legislature can order
the environmental department to
lift the moratorium, so affordable
housing can be built.

"Cleaning up the water is an
important goal, but getting
people homes is one, too," he said.
"It would be a disgrace if people
who need housing have to stay on
the street."

The only other matter on the
council's agenda was authorizing
a $35,000 contract with GA/Part-
ners, the real estate unit of
Arthur Anderson Co., an account-
ing firm in Washington, to de-
termine the value of the Hoboken

JOSEPH BARRY
Housing complex under way
waterfront property the city
plans to develop.

GA is to "provide the second
opinion," requested by Coun-
cilman Thomas Newman on the
agreement between Hoboken and
the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey, to determine
market values of comparable
property on the real estate mar-
ket, perform marketing analysis
and appraise the property.

"That will make us more com-
fortable with the P.A., and more
comfortable if the deal with the
P.A. falls through," Chius said.

City, firm battle over mobile precinct
By James Efstathiou

The manufacturer of Hobo-
ken's $155,000 mobile police
precinct has threatened legal
action to withhold delivery of
the bus until the city makes
good on an outstanding debt for
another vehicle it leases from
the firm.

Mark Matthews of Mat-
thews Buses Inc., Ballston Spa.
NY., said he would seek a re-
straining order to prevent re-
leasing the mobile precinct the
city paid for last spring unless
Hoboken guarantees payment
of $21,600. That sum, said Mat-
thews, represents seven and a
half months Hoboken is in ar-
rears on its lease for the Cross-
town Bus obtained by the city
in January.

Lt. Mario HSfcwdo, who has
handled the matter for the city,
learned of the problem earlier
in the month when inquiring as
to the condition of the precinct.
Despite the discovery, he said
he planned to travel upstate
and pick up the vehicle today
and that only a court order
would stop him.

To avert a potential show-
down, city Law Director Eu-
gene O'Connell said he would
fa$a letter to Matthews this

,..,Jning, personally guaran-
teeing payment in lull by
Thursday.

On that assurance, the bus
company executive said he
would release the mobile pre-
cinct, even though he remained
skeptical of the city's intent to
clear the debt.

i f Gene O'Connell does
what he says he's going to do,
which is fax a letter personally
guaranteeing we're going to be
paid, I'm going way against my
better judgment here," said
Matthews, reluctantly agreeing
to release the mobile precinct.

"These people haven't
lived up to one promise they've
ever made."

The controversy is only the
latest chapter in the mobile
unit's brief history in Hoboken
which, in some instances, reads
like a comic book rather than a
police novel.

The vehicle, a state-of-the-
art mobile precinct complete
with a holding cell, a booking
area and the ability to serve as
a command headquarters any-
where in the city, was deliv-
ered to Hoboken — lacking fin-
ishing touches - in April at the
request of Mayor Patrick
Pasculli.f Though PasculH said at the

time he could not justify de-
priving city residents of the
benefits of the mobile precinct
even though it would have to be
returned within two months,
his opponents in a hotly con-
tested mayoral campaign saw
things differently.

They charged Pasculli with
grandstanding for the support
of the city's housing project
residents, who turned out to be
the sole beneficiaries of the
unit since it remained in the
projects until its return in
June.

Administration crit ics
soon had their opportunity to
politicize the issue when the
precinct was temporarily put
out of commission on its first
night in the street. The break-
down came when firefighters,
called to assist police, inadver-
tently pumped water into a die-
sel tank instead of a toilet wa-
ter tank which had run dry.

The unit was soon running
and, by many accounts, helped
curb drug-dealing and rowdi-
ness in the area. But when it
was returned to Matthews for
finishing touches, the city was
already months behind in pay-
ments on the Crosstown Bus

y and apparently confused over
f how to handle the debt >

The company offered the
bus to Hoboken in January un-
der a lease agreement with an
option to buy The arrangement
allowed the city to quickly re-
store cross-town service in the
winter following the break-
down of an aging vehicle.

"Initially, these people
called us and were desperate
to have a bus," said Matthews.
"We're not a lease company.
We did this because there was
no way they were even going to
get through the mechanics of
financing in time to get this
service in place."

But a series of delays in
awarding a contract to buy the
bus and confusion over how to
handle the Matthews bill — in
August the law department was
prepared to authorize full pay-
ment on the lease, although the
purchasing department had al-
ready forwarded partial pay-
ment — prompted Matthews to
seek legal recourse.

O'Connell said much of the
confusion could have been pre-
vented had the lease ageement,
worked out by Mercado and
Chius, been handled through
his office from the beginning.

C °P S b^mfe«" rded «"* project
Police units were "api

bushed" early today and last
night when they responded to
emergency calls at the Andrew
Jackson housing project in Ho-
boken, officials reported.

Patrolman Mark Auri-
gemma responded to 320 Mar-
shall Drive at 12:5® a.m. on a
report of "shots fired " and
wound up being injured when

us radio car was struck with
gallon jugs containing either
small rocks or pebbles, offi-
cials said.

"When I arrived at the pro-
ject, I radioed to slow down the
other units because the call
appeared to be unfounded,"
Aurigemma said.

"All of a sudden. I'm bom-
barded with gallon jugs with

small rocks or pebbles.
"One of the jugs smashed

the windshield sending shat-
tered glass over me,

"I radioed that I was being
bombarded and the cars con-
tinued to the project. We
searched the area to no avail
and then left

"I couldn't see where the
jugs came from, but they had to

have been thrown from a roof,"
Aurigemma said.

The officer was treated at
police headquarters by emer-
gency medical technicians for
glass to both eyes

Last night, a Police Hous-
ing Unit car was pelted the
same way when the officer re-
sponded to a call, but he was
not injured, police said.



Old Hoboken planTeyed for condos
Firm may convert ex-Lipton factory

By MICHAEL FIMWEG AM and OAVIO M.

4—The conve

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN—The conversion ot the former Lip-
ton Tea Co. factory here to condominiums - on a
•ection of developer Anthony Dell'Aquila'i land
which is under default - is being weighed by the
city Planning Board.

The factory is being eyed for apartments by Two
Trace Management Corp of Manhattan.

"We've had our eye on that property for the last
•even years." said Larry Budabin, a principal with
Two Trees

However, Two Trees, which has been trying to
purchase the property from DellAquila, may have
to bid for it at public auction Sept. 28, when the
Hudson County Sheriffs Office plans'to put the
entire 94 acre property on the block, with bids
starting at $19 million, slightly more than the
mortgage am&unt on which Dell'Aquila defaulted

Budabin, along with Stan Dinstein of Two Trees,
architect Jack Bayer of the Manhattan architec
tural firm of Bayer, Blinder and Bell, and their
attorney, Roger Lowenstein of Hoboken, presented

their project to the Planning Board's site plan and
subdivision committee Thursday night

They proposed the first phase of a residential
development consisting of renovation of the 12-
•tory building at 14th and Washington street*.

The preliminary plan is to build 581 units includ-
ing 38 three-bedroom penthouses to be added on as
13th and 14th stories. The building would then
have 730,000 square feet Two Trees would also
build 37 studio apartments, 185 one-bedroom units,
144 IVi-bedroom apartments, 177 two-bedroom
units and 38 penthouses, 21 of which would have
atriums.

Budabin could not give construction costs or
apartment prices, citing the preliminary nature of
the project.

However, it was applauded by Edwin Chius, city
business administrator and board member, who
cited the large number of apartments, and noted
that studios would be 759 bquare feet each.

"It would eliminate a huge eyesore, Chius said.
"Seems like a great start for a great piece of
property. A great plan, and we should move it," he
said. "It would stabilize town's tax base."

The former Upton Te« Co. factory at 14th end Washington streets in Hoboken is being considered for
conversion to condominium*. HUDSON OISPA1CH SIAH PHOTO

School tests soar to next to last
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By John A. Oswald

Hudson County has shown
marked improvement in the
state-mandated High School
Proficiency Test.

But despite an increase in
the passing rate in Jersey City,
the district now ranks second
to last in the state

Jersey City is one step away
from becoming the nation's
first state-operated district,
and state officials said the
city's low placement is further
justification for their bid to
seize the system.

District by district scores
released yesterday by the state
Department of Education indi-
cate a 10 percent jump over last

Student scores rise but Jersey City lags
year in the number of Jersey
City ninth graders passing all
three parts of the HSPT —
reading, math and writing.

But even with a 46 percent
passing rate, only East Orange,
with 37.5 percent, ranked
lower.

Jersey City Superintendent
of Schools Franklin Williams
has pointed to consistent in-
creases, particularly in read-
ing scores, since the state first
gave the test four years ago as
evidence that New Jersey
wrongly targeted the Jersey

City district for takeover by the
state.

"We knew the test scores
were low when we came in. We
knew it. but each year we saw
the test scores rise." Williams
said earlier this week.

Assistant Education Com-
missioner Walter J McCarroll
said yesterday the education
department stands by Adminis-
trative Law Judge Ken R.
Springer's July assessment urg-
ing takeover.

"While any improvement
(in HSPT scores) is laudable.

the impressiveness of this ac-
complishment is tarnished by
the low starting point for the
calculations and by the dis-
tance that Jersey City has yet to
go," Springer wrote in his 75-
page opinion.

-"The test results were con-
sistent with that decision." said
Stanley Rabinowitz, director of
the state Education Depart-
ment's cognitive skills bureau.

"However," Rabinowitz
said, "that decision (for take-
over) took in much more than
test results." „•

The state Board of Educa-
tion is set for a final vote on
whether to seize the district at
its Oct. 4 meeting.

Jersey City's passing rate
last year was higher than New-
ark and Camden, but both
those districts pulled ahead
this year with 47 and 48 percent
rates respectively.

The department has not de-
termined how many high
school students were denied
graduation because they did
not pass the tests.

About 4.000 high school se-

City hires cinsultant
for P.A. development
Continued from Page 1

In addition, the firm will
prepare an opinion of the land
value and financial interest of
the project based on the Port
Authority agreement.

That appraisal could be
irucial should negotiations
with the Port Authority break
down, according to Chius.

If the city were forced to
deal with a private developer
such as Hartz Mountain Indus-
tries, it must do so as a redevel-
opment agency and would re-
quire such an appraisal, said
Chius.

' A report from the consul-
tants is expected in about four

In other business, the City
Council gave final approval to
an ordinance petitioning the
state legislature to exempt the
Observer Highway Affordable
Housing Project from a four
year ban on new sewer line
connections.

The exemption is neces-
sary, said project develuper Jo-
seph Barry, in order to move
ahead with $138 million pro
ject which is expected to create
115 low- and moderate-income
units.

The petition will be for-
warded to Trenton where such
an exemption requires a two-
thirds vote by each house of the
state Legislature.

A Manhattan developer
hoping to achieve what a local
garment manufacturer could
not offered a preliminary vi-
sion of plans to re-build Hobo-
ken's northern waterfront to
receptive city officials last
week.

The Two Trees Manage-
ment Co., presented a concept
review of a proposal to rehabil-
itate the old Lipton Tea factory
at 1500 Hudson Street to the

Planning Board. A princi-
pal in the firm, David C. Walen-
tas, trading under the name
Walentas Hoboken Corp., has
offered to buy the surrounding
64-acre site from Hoboken gar-
ment king Anthony Dell'Aquila
for a rumored $50 million.

The developments have en-
couraged city planners who've
been long frustrated with Del-
1'Aquila's failed attempts to
build on his prized waterfront
holdings which stretch from
the Weehawkep border to 12th

Street. It is the largest private-
ly'held waterfront parcel in the
county and has for several
years interested Larry Buda-
bin of-Two Trees.

Now, with Dell'Aquila
fending off foreclosure pro-
ceedings from various lenders,
purchasing the site appears
within reach of the Manhattan-
based builders.

"If they didn't have prob-
lems, we wouldn't have the op-
portunity to get involved," said
Budabin adding that his firm

niors went into the 1988-89
school year needing to pass at
least one of three required test
sections.

Officials say the graduation
figures will be released in
November

Jersey City. Hoboken and
Union City all rated lower than
the 67.6 percent passing aver-
age for New Jersey's 5»i urban
districts

Statewide, 83.8 percent of
the state's 67.000 ninth graders
passed all three sections.

Only Secaucus and Kearny
freshmen posted rates higher
than the state average.

High school students are

See SCHOOL — Page 6.

factory
has pursued the site for several
years. "We think its the great-
est site available today in the
metropolitan area. We think
Hoboken is a great community
and we think of all the sites up
and down the Hudson, what
makes that site so exciting js

t(hat its part of an existing
community."

Although details of the pur-
chase agreement were not
forthcoming, it is known that

See NEW PLAN — Page 14.

Teachers.are split but still on job
C/C/ smootl

21L
consultant
By James Efstathiou

The Hoboken City Council
last night hired a real estate
consultant to support the city
in negotiations on a pending
waterfront development pro-
ject with the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey.

The firm, GA/Partners of
Washington, D C , was brought
on to provide a "second opin-
ion" on financial projections,
market analyses and land val-
ues estimates for th$ project
already offered by the city's
chief financial advisers on the
project. Hunter Associates.

In addition, the firm will
review specifications of a pre-
liminary agreement with the
Port Authority.

"We want this done before
the final agreement so in case
there's some disaster, we know
about it," said city Business
Administrator Edwin Chius.
"Plus we want an expert
opinion."

The move comes one day
after the first full negotiating
session between the city and
the bi-stale agftney, though
there have been several pre-
negotiating meetings with at-
torneys and consultants for the
project.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli
characterized the negotiations
as "tough," adding his praise
for the team of consultants
working for the city.

"I'm really enthusiastic
about their performance and
their knowledge of develop-
ment issues," said Pasculli.

"They're saving the city ev-
ery dollar possible,' the mayor
said

The city council's contract
with GA/Partners covers sever-
al tasks for a total of between
$25,000 and $30,000.

The firm will be required
to evaluate the existing princi-
pals of agreement with the Port
Authority, including financial
and market projections by
Hunter Associates.

• See CITY - paRe ML

By James Efstathiou

Hoboken teachers and
school employees returned to
the classroom last week with-
out a contract and with negotia-
tions at a standstill due to a
split within the 385 member
Hoboken Teachers
Association.

Progress on a collective
bargaining agreement to re-
place a three-year pact that ex-
pired in June is not expected
until factions within the associ-
ation resolve their differences
over a disputed contract vote.

The state Public Employ-
ment Relations Commission
has scheduled a Nov. 8 hearing
on the matter.

But despite the controver-

laSses got underway
smoothly as most teachers,
clerks, attendance officers and
drivers were apparently able
to put aside their differences
during school hours.

"The teachers concentrat-
ed on their business with the
children and their classrooms
during the day," said Calabro
School principal Richard Del
Boccio. "I'm glad they're able
to separate one thing from the
other. Your teaching duties are
one thing and your contract
matters are another."

"It hasn't been evident in
their actions," said high school
principal Charles Tortorella of
the association controversy.

The mood among high
school teachers on opposing

sides of the dispute has been
"cooperative," according to
one HTA member. Part of that
may be attributed to the gener-
al confusion that follows the
opening of school. Also, the
high school cafeteria where
teachers have the opportunity
to discuss non-classroom mat-
ters won't open until this week.

The controversy began
June 29 when a small cadre of
HTA members convened in the
high school cafeteria and ap-
proved a collective bargaining
agreement which the full mem-
bership had rejected nine days
earlier.

The move infuriated many
HTA members who charged
that association President
James Germinario informed

only pro-contract members of
the meeting in order to ensure
its passage. Germinario has
since been unavailable for
comment.

Three weeks later, the ex-
ecutive committee of the HTA
met and rescinded the contract
approval citing irregularities
in notification procedures for
association members. Later
that day, the Hoboken Board of
Education rescinded its ap-
proval of the contract, a move
which prompted Germinario to
lodge an "unfair practices"
complaint with PERC.

An attorney representing
the executive committee has
petitioned PERC to intervene

See TEACHERS — Page 5.

No nukes is good news
at Hoboken laboratory

School tests soar
to second to fast

Continued from Page 1
lab said they were unaware
that radioactive materials
were stored at the facility. A
company representative at the
scene said he was unaware of
the local notification require-
ment and if the firm was in
compliance.

Six weeks after the inci-
dent, city officials remain un-
sure if the firm had in fact
submitted a manifest of materi-
als stored on site.

Emergency management
coordinator Mario Mercado,
who took over as emergency
management coordinator in
February and is also municipal
garage superintendent, said
lack of office help and the de-
mands of fulfilling two jobs has
prevented him from updating
such records from several local
businesses.

"I'm in the process of put-
ting records in alphabetical or-
der by company and establish-
ing if they comply with the right
to know survey," said Mercado.
Public Works Director Roy
Haack, who preceded Mercado
as emergency coordinator, also
could not confirm whether U.S.
Testing was in compliance.

"There was a void because
there hadn't been an orderly
transfer of the records that had
been sent by director Haack's
office to me," Mercado added.

Such notification is cru-
cial, said Mercado, so that in
the event of a fire or other
situation requiring a response
by the city, the existence of
hazardous materials is known
in advance.

According to Arnold, U.S.
Testing stores cobalt and irri-
dium which are used at out-of-
town sites to X-ray structural
steel. The company, for in-
stance, was employed by the
contractor refurbishing the
Statue of Liberty for that
purpose.

Industrial radiography, Ar-
nold said, does not conflict
with the nuclear-free ordi-
nance which deals with nucle-
ar waste or materials related to
nuclear weapons or a nuclear
reactor. U.S. Testing's use of
radioactive materials is analo-
gous to a hospitals use of X-
rays, something the ordinance
was never intended to prohibit,
he added.

Instead, Arnold said, the
law was enacted as a statement
of the wishes of Hobokens resi-
dents in regard to what ap-
peared at the time to be an
escalating arms race.

"We wanted to send a mes-
sage to Washington that the
people of Hoboken. supported
by their government, were out-
raged and upset with the arms
race," said Arnold. "We never
intended, for instance, to pro-
hibit St. Mary Hospital from
doing chemotherapy
treatment."

Although similar laws in
other cities have been en-
joined by federal regulations,
Arnold said Hobokens law, as
long as it remains on the books,
is defendable and binding.

"Its a legal debate," said
Arnold. "I think it can be de-
fended and I can't say what the
chances are in court."

reatiau<-4 free*
required to pass the state profi-
ciency tests in reading, mathe-
matics and writing before they
are allowed to graduate.

It is generally adminis-
tered in the freshman year.

The Hoboken school div
tnct. which is in the state's
Level HI monitoring process
and a potential candidate for
takeover, has made sufficient
progress in the HSPT that
should keep it from further
state intervention, officials
said yesterday.

Hoboken ninth graders
posted a 5.8 percent increase
over last year — from 55.7 to
61.2 percent — in the number
passing all three parts

Union City posted a 5.5 per-
rent increase as 61.2 percent
passed the entire exam.

Only 557 percent passed it
last year.

Bayonne freshmen in-
creased their scores across the
board as their passing rate
jumped 5 2 percent — from 76 9
to 82 1 percent.

Save for Union City, all
North Hudson and West Hud-
son high schools posted HSPT
passing rates higher than the

67 6 percent urban average.
Secaucus, the district with

the best scores in the county,
posted a modest 2 6 percent in
crease making the passing rate
there 93 7 percent

In Kearny. 10 4 percent
more students than in n*»e
passed the reading, math and
writing tests, increasing thai
town s rate from 77 1 percent to
87.5 percent

North Bergen ninth grad
ITS. in a 6 2 percent jump,
passed the test with a 793 pei
cent rate.

l^ist years rate was "*-l
A

Weehawken leaped 1Q»
percent as 806 percent passed
the exam over last years « M
percent posting.

The number of West New
York freshmen passing the en-
tire HSPT jumped 6 8 percent
from 72 8 to 79 6 percent.

The Hudson County district
posting the greatest increase
was Harrison, leaping 154 per-
cent from 629 to a 78.3 percent
passing rate.

The statewide jump in
passing rates was approximate-
ly half that, at 7.1 percent.

East Newark and Gutten-
beru (It) not have high schools

New plan offered
for Upton p/ant
Continued from Page 1
the contract covers the entire
parcel and is conditioned upon
the city's reception to Two
Trees' proposal.

"They've signed a con-
tract," said Hoboken attorney
Roger Lowenstein who repre-
sented Two Trees before the
Planning Board. "It's a legal
and binding document condi-
tioned upon municipal
approvals."

Representatives of Two
Trees have met with city offi-
cials over the past several
weeks seeking information on
local planning rules and proce-
dures to secure municipal ap-
provals. The firm has a proven
track record in urban develop-
ment which has impressed
planners.

According to Budabin, Two
Trees has been in business
about 20 years and is responsi-
ble for low-and middle-income
housing, the luxury Silk Build-
ing in lower Manhattan, com-
mercial projects in Phoenix
and most recently, 3 million
square feet of commercial de-
velopment in Brooklyn known
as Pulton Landing.

But more important than
the firm's past projects may be
its approach to development in
Hoboken. The contrast in styles
between Two Trees and Dell'A-
quila is dramatic and has pro-
development officials excited.

Dell'Aquila. the flamboy-
ant garment manufacturer of
ten seen cruising Washington
Street in his limousine, has
twice unveiled grand multi-bil-
lion dollar plans for t;»e water-
front parcel. But for all his ef-
forts, the self-made millionaire
was never able to transform his
models into concrete and steel,
or even secure preliminary city
approvals.

Two Trees, on the other
hand, has proposed starting
small in order to buy time to
develop plans for the entire
parcel. They are proposing to
rehabilitate the old tea factory
into 580 condominium units
that would offer prospective
buyers high-ceilings and wide
apartments with waterfront
vistas.

"This building, if convert-
ed well, could generate close to
600 units of residential housing

and really permit the develop-
ers to buy some needed breath-
ing space to develop a master
plan for the remaining acre-
age," said Lowenstein. "We're
trying to be very low-key, real-
istic and practical and we're
trying to take the most obvious
first phase and do it well and
do it right."

The firm needs two vari-
ances for the proposal, one for
height and one for parking, and
plans to submit those applica-
tions and one for preliminary
site plan approval to the Plan-
ning Board Oct. 3. In addition,
they propose extending Wash-
ington Street to the foot of the
factory.

"It was a great design,"
said Peggy Thomas who heads
the Hoboken Community De-
velopment Agency. "It's very
much in keeping with the city's
master plan."

Robert Delventhal, an at-
torney representing Dell'A-
quila, was present when Two
Trees made their proposal to
verify that the firm had the
authority to make the presenta-
tion even though they do not
own the property. He stated
that his client would again
move to postpone a sheriffs
auction initiated by a Manhat-
tan mortgage company seeking
to foreclose on a portion of the
parcel.

"We do not believe there
will be an auction on the 28th
and we'll take whatever action
is appropriate to adjourn or
postpone that sale," said Del-
venthal. The auction was ini-
tially set for Aug. 31.

Mabon, Nugent Money Mar-
ket Instruments & Co., says Del-
l'Aquila owes approximately
$193 million on an loan of $15.2
million the developer took out
to purchase the old Bethlehem
Steel property. A New Jersey
bank has also brought a fore-
closure action against Dell'A-
quila in Superior Curt in Jer-
sey City.

In addition, Dell'Aquila
and ex-partner Harry Grant of
Fort Lee have counter-suits
pending, stemming from their
severed partnership.

A legal battle with another
former partner, Murray Con-
nell of Hoboken, was recently
settled.

IS

at Hoboken laboratory

Teachers are split but still on job

By James Efstathiou

A Hoboken laboratory that
stores radioactive materials is
not in violation of the city's
nuclear-free ordinance, ac-
cording to an attorney who
helped draft the law.

Marc Arnold, a local attor-
ney and member of Hoboken
Action for Nuclear Disarma-
ment, was taken on a tour of the
U.S. Testing Co. laboratories
yesterday by the firm's top
brass.

Arnold, accompanied by a
representative of the city law
department, asked to tour the
site after a company employee
reported last month that radio-
active materials were stored in

a garage across from company
headquarters.

Although it turned out that
U.S. Testing had federal ap-
proval to store the materials on
site, a question remained as to
the firm's compliance with a
1984 city law declaring Hobo-
ken a nuclear-free zone.

"I don't have the compe-
tence to evaluate this, but I do
believe them when they say it's
harmless," said Arnold.

A representative of U.S.
Testing said the visit helped to
"clear the air," but declined to
give details concerning the
firm's operations.

However, he said, U.S.
Testing will issue a joint state-
ment with Arnold tomorrow

about materials stored at the
labs.

"I think that we've an-
swered Marc's questions and I
think we've answered them in
an above-board manner," said
Jerry Rudich of U.S. Testing.

However. Rudich declined
to comment on whether the
firm was in compliance with a
federal law requiring compa-
nies to inform local govern-
ments of the existence of any
hazardous materials. He hint-
ed that answers to those con-
cerns might be forthcoming
tomorrow.

Last month, state and local
officials who converged at the

See NO NUKES — Page 6.

Continued from Page 1
in the hearing which is likely to
touch on all aspects of the
controversy.

The developments have
split the association with some
members supporting Germin-
ario and others supporting the
executive committee. Howev-
er, the response to a petition
circulated on opening day indi-
cates that a majority of mem-
bers are eager for a solution.

According to Louise Cu-
tillo-Boscia, an HTA vice presi-
dent speaking for the executive
committee. 324 members
signed the petition asking the
New Jersey Education Associa-
tion to intervene.

"The people want this set-
tled." said Cutillo-Boscia.
"They want to have leadership.
They want to know who's run-
ning it and they want to find out
what's happening with the
contract."

The school administration
has been wary of favoring ei-
ther side for fear of prompting
a lawsuit from the other. Su-
perintendent of Schools Walter

Fine said the dispute had not
affected school operations, but
added that he is hopeful of a
swift settlement

"There has to be a determi-
nation on who is really running
the HTA," said Fine. "I don't
have a problem with either
side and I'm not going to create
one by picking sides."

As a result, Fine declined
to allow the executive commit-
tee access to the high school
auditorium last week for an
HTA vote on school represen-
tatives. He also refused to let
the committee stuff school
mailboxes with flyers inform-
ing members of the meeting.

So the committee handed
out the flyers and held the
meeting outside the high
school on the corner of 8th and
Grand streets. Fifty eight mem-
bers who work in the high
school took part in the vote.



Special license plates

Cuomo to Hoboken: You're Out! City finally
N.Y. guv plans to proclaim Empire State baseball's birthplace • • - ^ ?/&!&?

MARIO M.CUOMO
Thumbs rvose at New Jersey.

BASEBALL
FROM PAGE 1

By SCOTT FRIEDMAN
The Hudson Dispatch

New York will soon thumb its nose at
Hoboken and the rest of New Jersey by
proclaiming itself "the Birthplace of
Baseball." F

But the G*rd n State got in one last
Bronx cheer at « Empire State with a

recent victory that showed New Jersey to
be a baseball power — at least on the Little
League diamond. The Cherry Hill Little
League All-Stars showed what New Jer-
sey was all about when they defeated the
Massapequa, NY., Little League All
Stars — the team New York Gov. Mario M.
Cuomo wanted to attend the ceremony
when he signs legislation proclaiming

New York State the birthplace of baseball
In fact, Cuomo had the sponsors of the

legislation recall the bill from his desk last
month because the Massapequa team was
about to enter the Eastern regional tour-
nament that leads to the Little League
World Series.

The bill stirred the ire of New Jersey
officials, whose historic accounts tell them

the first baseball game was played in
Hoboken in 1846. It would allow New
York State residents to buy license plates
with the slogan "the Birthplace of
Baseball" emblazoned across the bottom.

New Jersey's call to keep the New York
State Legislature from passing the bill fell

Please see BASEBAL1 12

selling
sewer plant

on deaf ears, but, in an ironic turn
of events last month, the Cherry
Hill All-Stars met the
Massapequa All-Stars in Con-
necticut and knocked them out of
thi- tournament.

("herry Hill went on to lose to
tht Trumbull, Conn., team that
«vnt to Williamsport, Pa., and

d Taiwan for the Little
championship on Aug.

A spokesman for Cuomo said
hi was not sure yesterday
whether the Massapequa team
will be invited to the hill-signing
cm-mony. One of the bill's spon
sors. Assemblyman Pete Gran-
ins, D Manhattan, said the bill is
â 'ain ready to be forwarded to
tin4 governor. He said he is confi
dent Cuomo will sign it

"They were trying to find an
i ^ fonim for this to bo

signed, and the Little League
team was set to appear, but their
tournament started," Grannie
said. The .Connecticut playoffs
lasted f've days, from Aug. 14 to
19

After U;at, both sponsors of the
bill, Grannis ana state Sen.
James L. Seward. R-Oneonta,
were on vacation until this week,
and it is customary for the spon
sors to be at a bill-signing cer-
emony .

"The Birthplace of Baseball"
license plates, which would cost a
resident $15, are meant to com
memorate this year's 50th an-
niversary of the dedication of the
Baseball Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown. NY., where some
historical accounts say the first
organized baseball game was in-
vented.

Tow firm
will
Hoboken

sue

"We have no question that
baseball was played in Hoboken,
but the experts agree that
baseball originated in New
York," Grannis said. He con-
tended that New Jersey officials
are making the issue a political
one.

"If anyone is being political
here, it is the New York legis-
lators We didn't create this
issue, they did," Assemblyman
Bernard F. Kenny Jr., D-
Hobok n. said.

"They're flying in the face of
history. It would be an insult to
the people of New Jersey, and it
would be a bad move for Cuomo,
politically," Kenny said. "We're
just trying to preserve the history
that belongs to us."

Kenny said he will write to
Cuomo to request that he veto the
bill.

Many baseball historians say
the first modern game of baseball
was played on June 19, 1846 at
Elysian Field, now the site of the
General Foods Maxwell House
plant at the corner of Hudson and
11th streets. The game was play-
ed between the New York
Knickerbockers and the New
York Nine.

In 1946. then Baseball Com
missioner A.B. "Happy " Chan-
dler came to Hoboken and dedi-
cated a plaque at the site.
Hoboken officials have said they
expect to form a committee in
1991 to start planning a 150th-
anniver dry celebration in 1996.

Saidl enny: "It will be a grand-
er cele' ation than just license
plate* '

Hefty hikes

By James Efstathiou

Hoboken officials con-
spired to see that a profitable
municipal towing contract
went to an unqualified compa-
ny, according to court papers
filed by the losing bidder.

The new towing firm is to
take over Monday. The incum-
bent firm has been working
without a contract since
November.

John Sheehy, an attorney
representing Hoboken Auto
Body Inc., was scheduled to ap-
pear in Superior Court today to
ask for a judgment preventing
the city from awarding the
contract.

The family-run business,
which has towed for the city
since 1952, lost the $40,000-a-
year service when the City

Birthplace of sport

Council last week gave the con-
tract to newcomers, Hoboken
Towing Inc.

In briefs filed yesterday,
Sheehy, representing Carmine
Pino Jr. of Hoboken Auto Body,
charged that the City Council
and the Hoboken Planning
Board delayed awarding a con-
tract until Hoboken Towing
could meet the contract
specifications.

Sheehy will ask Superior
Court Judge James Dowden.
sitting in Jersey City, to re
strain the city from executing a
contract with Hoboken Towing
and, if appropriate, to investi-
gate the possibility of wrongdo-
ing on the part of city officials.

"Such actions of the City
Council, representatives of Ho-

See REJECTED - Page 4.

tor top cops
Police superiors in Hobo-

ken received the fruits of a
labor arbitration award yester-
day in paychecks which includ-
ed a 7 percent increase retro-
active to the first of the year.

The award was handed
down by a Public Employers
Relations Commission arbitra
tor in July. The Police Superi-
ors Officers Association want-
ed the 7 percent hike while the
city was only willing to give 6.1
percent.

The new two-year contract
replaces a prior accord which
expired Dec. 31, 1988.

"I think we did pretty
good," said Sgt. Joseph Pe-
trillo. head of the PSOA of the
new contract. "It keeps us in
pace with other communities
in Hudson County."

Hoboken battling
for baseball claim
By JEFFREY L. PERLAH

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN-Would the
Baseball please stand up?

real Birthplace of

New York state soon will have a license plate
saying it is the birthplace of the sport that has
become the national pastime. But many say the
first game took place here, and there is now a T-
shirt and pennant advertising the claim.

New York Gov. Mario M. Cuomo signed legis-
lation earlier this month that authorized the plates
and said the game first was played in Cooperstown.

The action has angered some city residents, who
today plan to protest at 10:30 a.m. in the lobby of
5 Marineview Plaza here and unveil the new T-
shirts and pennants.

During the summer, George and Dolores
Kirchgessner, proprietors of United Decorating Co.
at 429 Washington St., introduced the T-shirt and
pennant that say "Hoboken, N.J., Birthplace of
Baseball ... Not 'rounde-V lik«* n Cooperstown."
And sweatshirts are on the way.

Many Hoboken residents and baseball experts

say the first game was played here on June 19,
1846.

"It was when they came to Elysian Fields (then
in Hoboken) that they established three outs to an
inning, used a hard ball, (had) nine players to a
team and hired a surveyor to lay out the diamond
with 90 feet between bases," Mrs. Kirchgessner
said.

A plaque supporting her claim is at Washington
and 11th streets.

But in 1839, a game called "rounders" took place
in Cooperstown. It used a softer ball, a smaller field
and allowed runners to be hit with the ball. Ouch!

At the gathering today. Assemblyman Bernard
F. Kenny, D-Hoboken, and Mayor Patrick Pasculli
plan to present the Hoboken T-shirts to representa-
tives of the Cherry Hill American Little League All-
Star Team and Buddy Matthews, Hoboken High
School baseball coach, said Maurice Fitzgibbons, a
spokesman for Kenny.

The Cherry Hill team beat a Massapequa, N.Y.,
team 11-2 in the regional finals of the Little League
national competition, Fitzgibbons said.

Caufield gets
By James Efstathiou

The former executive di-
rector of the Hoboken Parking
Authority has been nominated
to a five-year term as director
of the city's Welfare Board.

Patrick Caufield, who
served as HPA head for four
years before resigning in April,
was nominated to the $35,000-a-
year position at last night's
board meeting. He will assume
the office of welfare director
upon approval by the director
of the New Jersey Division of
Public Welfare.

Caufield replaces Robert
Drasheff, who has headed the
board since 1980. Drasheff offi-
cially resigned effective Sept.
1, but has stayed on pending
the appointment of a new

f/>.
director.

"I've been working
people as a result of being ap
pointed to the mayor's task
force on AIDS," said Caufield
following his unanimous nomi-
nation by four of five board
members present.

"It's been a great experi-
ence having worked there for
me in terms of working with
and trying to help people."

The Welfare Board is a
semi-autonomous agency with
local responsibility over the
state's welfare program. Serv-
ing single individuals and
childless couples, the program
is funded 75 percent through
the state and 25 percent by the
city.

One of the board's primary
responsibilities is weeding out

are post
individuals who fraudulently
attempt to receive benefits.
When Drasheff arrived, there
were 1,400 people in the pro-
gram, approximately three
quarters of whom should not
have been receiving benefits.

The program today serves
about 50 people, with an error
rate of less than one tenth of
one percent, according to
Drasheff.

Many participants work for
the city under an arrangement
in which they earn a portion of
their benefits through their
labor.

The board accepted re-
sumes for the position last
week and interviewed all five
applicants. Caufield, was the
only name submitted for con-
sideration last night.

By James Efstathiou

A 30-year headache for the
city of Hoboken will come to an
end today when the Hoboken
Union City-Weehawken Sew-
age Authority buys the city's
sewage treatment plant.

The sale also signals the
end of an era in which Hoboken
virtually subsidized sewage
treatment costs for its neigh-
bors served by the plant.

Since 1958, Hoboken users
have paid sewage bills based
on water usage while Union
City and Weehawken have paid
a combined flat rate of $60,000
to tie into the plant.

On July 1, 1990, the author-
ity is expected to begin billing
users in the three municipal-
ities at one rate for sewage
treatment. Bills for Hoboken
residents are expected to de-
crease until 1992 when the cost
of a federally mandated $95
million upgrade is folded into

the sewage rate. "The city mm
has an equitable way of pa> itu
to have a clean environment,"
said Hoboken Law Director Eu
gene O'Connell.

"Not only Hoboken but fi
nally Union City and Weehaw-
ken will pay their fair share for *
the treatment of sewage "

The sale, approved by the
Hoboken City Council last
month, will not end 4he city s
legal responsibility fo; the
plant, however. The federal
Environmental Protection
Agency is not expected to re
lease the city from obligation:-
of a 10-year-old lawsuit until
the newly formed authoritj
proves it is the primary party
responsible for the plant

In addition, Hoboken re-
mains a party to several law
suits pertaining to the plant
including one by its former
sewage engineer, Mayo Lynch

See SEWAGE — Page 12.

Rejected tow firm sueing Hoboken
Continued from Page 1
boken Towing Corp., and the
actions of the Planning Board
. . . operated to the financial
detriment of Hoboken Auto
Body Inc., and its officers and
with respect to public policy,
led to the possibility of favorit-
ism, improvidence, extrava-
gance and corrupt ion,"
charged Sheehy in the
complaint.

Attorney Edward Florio,
who will defend the city, said
that although he had yet to re-
view the complaint, he did not
believe an injunction is war-
ranted. An attorney for Hobo-
ken Towing could not be
reached for comment.

The contract-delaying tac-
tics began last fall, according
to the complaint, when Hobo-
ken Auto Body submitted the
lone bid for a new contract to
run from December 1988 to No-
vember 1989. City Business Ad-
ministrator Edwin Chius ad-
vised the council to reject the
bid, which included a rate
hike, saying that the city should
get a better price.

When the contract was re-
advertised, Hoboken Towing
submitted a bid in competition
with Hoboken Auto Body,
which undercut its offer. When

the issue came before the coun-
cil, questions were raised re-
garding the new firm's ability
to perform to city standards.

Specifically, Hoboken
Towing had not yet received a
variance to park cars on its
rented lot at 1616 Willow Ave.
The council let the offers die
on the table, leading to a third
round of bids.

Officials said they needed
more time to determine if Ho-
boken Towing's bid met speci-
fications. But Pino has now
charged that the city stalled to
give Hoboken Towing time to
secure the necessary
approvals.

"If you're not qualified,
you're not allowed to be a bid-
der," said Sheehy, adding that
the city should have re-hired
his client as the sole qualified
bidder in February. "Are they
entitled to special treatment in
order to make them appear a
qualified bidder? All of this
shows collusion."

Hoboken Towing appeared*
before the Planning Board and
received a certificate of occu-
pancy in July. But the approval
came with conditions specify-
ing that no inoperable vehicles
can be stored on the lot and
that the lot be limited to short

term storage. In a signed affi-
davit, Pino claims that he is
required to tow up to 50 inoper-
able vehicles a month and
store abandoned cars for as
long as nine months.

Prior to a vote on the con-
tract, Chius told the council
that Hoboken Towing had se-
cured the use of an alternate
site to store inoperable
vehicles.

However, according to
Sheehy, introducing such mate-
rial factors after submitting a
bid is illegal and further evi-
dence of collusion.

In August, the city received
a third round of bids in which
Hoboken Towing offered to tow
abandoned cars for the city at
no charge. Hoboken Auto of-
fered the same service for five
dollars a car.

The competition figures to
benefit taxpayers as both firms

slashed rates in hopes of win-
ning the job. Whichever firm
winds up with the contract
must also accept credit card
payments. Previously, the city
made no such requirement

Each firm was required to
set rates for individual motor-
ists and emergency service. Ho-
boken Towing offered a $75 per
hour emergency fee, a $35 tow-
ing charge and $10 per day stor-
age fee. Hoboken Auto offered
a $65 per hour emergency fee, a
$50 towing charge and $10 per1

day storage fee.
Chius and city Law Direc-

tor Eugene O'Connell recom-
mended Hoboken Towing as
the lower responsible bidder, a
suggestion the council ap-
proved last week.

Prior to the vote, O'Connell
advised the council to expect a
legal challenge from the losing
bidder.

Sewage plant
Continued from Page 1
and Associates The transfer of
the facility which has often em-
barrassed city officials respon-
sible for its operation was
greeted warmly in City Hall.

"It means getting rid of an
absolute nightmare that I've
been involved with for 10
years," said Public Works Di-
rector Roy Haack, who was in
charge of the plant until May,
when the authority brought on
a private operator. "It means
that 1 can get rid of about 37
boxes of paperwork Lom this
office."

Bond attorneys for the au-
thority attended a pre-closing
yesterday at which a time
frame for the $125 million bond
sale was reviewed. To lay, the
authority will be credited with
the proceeds of the sa l \ part of
which will be used im nediate-
ly to buy the plant and cover
expenses incurred in bringing
the authority into being.

"There were many people
who thought we would never
see the day when the tri-city
authority would be issuing
bonds and operating the Hobo-
ken treatment plant and it
gives me great satisfaction to
prove that despite all odds, we
were able to come this far."
said authority Chairman Rich-
ard Wolff. "There's a great deal
to be done because the con-
struction phase is going to be
an arduous process, but we feel
confident that we're up to the
task."

Hoboken will receive
$5,350,000 for the treatment
plant. The authority will as-
sume the city's $3.3 million
debt on the facility and the cost
of an environmental cleanup
estimated at $5 million.

Weehawken will receive
$1,044,000 for a pair of pumpinfi
stations and connecting lines
while Union City will get
f M0.000 for its sewage lines.
t

Trial date set
tor tow contract
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Hoboken cop reinstated, loses 60 days pay
By James Efstathiou

A veteran Hoboken police
sergeant suspended following
an off-duty altercation has
been reinstated.

The reinstatement became
effective yesterday, but the of-
ficer will not be allowed to
carry a gun until he submits to
a psychological evaluation.

In addition. Sgt. Walter
Lehbrink has been fined the
equivalent of 60 days pay (ap-
proximately $7,000) by Public

Safety'Director Eugene O'Con-
nell. who issued the decision.

"Basically, I think a mes-
sage has to go out that when you
take an oath to uphold the law.
that you personally cannot be
the cause for lawlessness, "
said O'Connell.

Lehbrink, a 17-year veteran
most recently assigned to the
Juvenile Aid Bureau, was sus-
pended on April 25 after creat-
ing a disturbance earlier that
morning on the 300 block of
Monroe Street.

According to the decision,
Lehbrink was intoxicated
while off-duty and argued in
the street for several hours,
prompting the night desk com-
mander. Lt. Rafael Cruz, to re-
spond to the scene after police
officers were unable to calm
the situation.

Police Chief George Crim-
mins was summoned to head-
quarters that morning, where
he suspended Lehbrink and
took his weapon.

"Sgt. Walter Lehbrink con-

ducted himself that evening in
such a way that can only be
described as conduct unbe-
coming a sergeant on the Hobo-
ken Police Department." wrote
O'Connell in his ruling "He
was intoxicated; having a pub-
lic lovers' quarrel: he threat-
ened a person whom he re-
ferred to as that Jew' and he
created havoc with the police
officials, whom he virtually
dared to arrest him."

Neither Lehbrink nor his
attorney could be reached for

comment.
"I abide by the director's

decision," said Crimmins, who
is due to retire this weekend "I
think it was a very fair decision
and naturally, leaving the de-
partment. I wish Lehbrink
well '

O'Connell held three hear-
ings on charges that Lehbrink
was drunk while off-duty, will-
fully disobeyed orders, exhibit-
ed conduct unbecoming an offi-
cer and violated a criminal
statute. The final charge was

dropped when one of the par-
ties to the dispute withdrew a
criminal complaint against
Lehbrink of making terroristic
threats.

Lehbrink has been sus-
pended with pay since the inci-
dent He will not be allowed to
carry a weapon pending physi-
cal and psychological examina-
tions and must submit to ran-
dom alcohol testing. He was
ordered to report to work im-
mediately and was assigned to
a desk job.

By James Efstathiou

A judge won't stop Hobo-
ken from awarding a disputed
municipal towing contract, but
set a trial date following alle-
gations that city officials con-
spired to give the job to a par-
ticular firm.

Superior Court Judge
James Dowden. sitting in Jer-
sey City, ruled yesterday that a
temporary restraining order
preventing the city from giving
the contract to Hoboken Tow-
ing Inc. was not in order The
motion was part of a complaint
by Hoboken Auto Body Inc.,
which was out-bid on the
$40.000-a-year contract.

The ruling means that for
the first time since 1952. a firm
other than Hoboken Auto Body
will tow for the city, beginning

' Sunday at midnight The case is
to come to trial Nov. 6.

The court denied the re-
straining order because the
complainant failed to meet two
criteria for such action, accord-
ing to Edward Florio who will
defend the city. One, there is a
reasonable probability the
plaintiff will prevail on the
merits. Two, the plaintiff didn't

prove that denial of the order
will lead to irreparable harm,
Florio said.

"They must prove both,"
Florio said. "They could prove
neither."

While Hoboken Auto Body
may suffer monetary damages
without the contract, this
doesn't constitute irreparable
harm, Florio said. If the court
were to nullify the contract.
Hoboken Auto Body could be
awarded damages to compen-
sate for the lose.

The complaint follows a
year-long battle for the city-
contract which ended, for the
time being, last week when the
City Council gave the job to
newcomers, Hoboken Towing.
The firm, operated by Kenneth
Diver, out-bid long-time tow
truckers Hoboken Auto Body
who had repeatedly won the
job, often as the sole bidder.

Following the council's de-
cision, Carmine Pino Jr. of Ho-
boken Auto Body filed a com-
plaint charging that city
officials conspired to delay
awarding the contract to give
Diver time to obtain necessary
city approvals to operate his
business.



'It ain' is Hoboken
retort in baseball war

Teacher president
reined in by union

By J

iournal file photo

Elysian Park in Hoboken, long considered the site of the first
baseball game, is peaceful in the midst of the ongoing contro-

versy about the claim to fame.

Lffetathiou

New Jersey may have
struck out in its attempt to pre-
vent its cross-Hudson neighbor
from laying claim to baseball's
birthright, but as far as Hobo-
ken is concerned, "It ain't over
til it's over."

Officials here, still smart-
ing from *' ' vork Gov. Mario
| 'uomo's i .JII to issue li-
cense plates designating his
state the "Birthplace of Base-
ball. " are making plans to pro-
mole their claim that baseball
was born in the Mile Square
City.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli said
he planned to organize a com-
mittee beginning in 1991 to pre-
pare for the 150th anniversary
of the first baseball game,
played in Hoboken in 1846 The
celebration will be similar to
one held in Hoboken in 1946
when baseball commissioner
Happy Chandler and other no-
tables visited the city to mark
the 100th anniversary of the
game.

And in ceremonies today
recognizing the achievements
of two New Jersey teams, law-
makers are looking for a little
payback in the bi-state battle
over the birthright of Ameri-
ca's national pastime.

"Quite frankly, he was very
cavalier." said Hoboken Demo-
cratic Assemblyman Bernard

Kenny of Cuomo's attitude in
signing legislation authorizing
the license plates "1 really had
hoped that he would look at it
more carefully."

Kenny, along with Pasculli,
will present a tee-shirt to Ho-
boken High School baseball
coach Buddy Matthews, whose
squad won this year's county
title. The shirts, a product of
the United Decorating Compa-
ny, proclaim Hoboken as the
birthplace of baseball, "Not
'Rounders' Like Cooperstown."

The reference is to Cuo-
mo's claim that baseball was
first played in Cooperstown,
NY, home of the Baseball Hall
of Fame. However, according
to Kenny, the game played in
Cooperstown was rounders, not
baseball, a sport that eventual-
ly died out and did not figure in
the evolution of baseball.

The first pure baseball
game is believed to have been
played June 19, 1846, at Hobo-
ken's Elysian Fields. That
game, documented by histori-
ans, was played with bases on a
diamond and with a hardball,
features that many believe dis-
tinguish it as the first orga-
nized baseball game

"He's mean," said 63-year-
old Dolores Kirchgcssner of
United Decorating referring to
Cuomo's motivation in pressing
his point. "He insisted the Stat-
ue of Liberty belongs to New

York even though its in New
Jersey waters and he wasn't
satisfied with that Now he's
going after baseball He can
put all the baseballs he wants
on license plates but baseball
lovers and we people don't
have to believe i t"

The tee-shirt message will
be duplicated on a banner offi-
cials plan to fly at City Hall
every' June commemorating the
Elysian Fields game. And in a
touch that only Hoboken politi-
cians could conjure up. tee-
shirts will also be given to the
coach and captain of the Cher-
ry' Hill all-star team that de-
feated a Long Island team in
regional championships 11 to
2.

According to Kenny,
Cuomo held off on signing the
license plate legislation in
hopes that the Long Island
squad would make it to the
little league championships.

"That's why were honoring
the Cherry Hill team." said
Kenny, who in the passion of
the battle sent 100 baseballs
signed by state legislators to
Albany.

In a historical context, it's
as important for residents to
know that baseball was first
played here as it is to know
where famous battles were
fought during the Civil War,
Kenny said.

Did someone say civil war?

Councildeclares a victor in the tow truck
y James Efstathiou^ ; / ^^ But the war over who will Councilman JoseDh Delia Favo ci,n.,k,, ,,_......J .u.... . , . _ _ . _ - = _- .

war
By James Efstathiou,,~ . - , A But the war over who

/ - c* '- 5/tow for the city, which netted
The bitter battle for a tow- Hoboken Auto Body about

ing contract took an expected
turn last nigllt when the Hobo-
ken City Council awarded Ahe
job to a new firm, HoboRen
Towing Inc.

Although reluctant to take
the job from long-time towers
Hoboken Auto Body Inc., coun-
cil members argued that they
were bound by statute to hire
Hoboken Towing which sub-
mitted the low bid.

$45,000 in 1987, may not be over.
An attorney for the firm said he
would seek a restraining order
to prevent the city from issuing
the contract.

The prospect of a lawsuit
came as no surprise to city Law
Director Eugene O'Connell
who advised the council to ex-
pect legal action from the los-
ing firm.

The vote was 8 to 1 with

Councilman Joseph Delia Fave
casting the negative vote. He
remained skeptical that the
firm had submitted a reason-
able bid or that it could per-
form the job.

"This should have been
done last year," said Kenneth
Diver of Hoboken Towing.

At issue, recording to John
J. Sheehy repiosenting Hobo-
ken Auto body, is Diver's abili-
ty to live up to the specifica-
tions and the city's procedures
in awarding the contract.

Sheehy argued that Hoboken
Towing did not meet bid re-
quirements and that city offi-
cials may have conspired to see
that the new firm won the
contract.

He referred to the council's
decision last fall not to renew
Hoboken Auto Body's contract
although it was the sole bidder.
Officials said they rejected the
bid to get a better price, howev-
er, Sheehy hinted that the de-
lay might have been fabricated
to give Diver time to get plan-

ning board approval to park
cars on a lot.

"Was there any conspiracy
stemming from the initial delay
to allow a variance to be ob-
tained? " Sheehy asked the
council. "If you approve that
(Hoboken Towing) you're ap-
proving an unqualified bidder
and you may have to face that
in a court of law."

A conditional variance for
Hoboken Towing to park cars

See COUNCIL — Pane 10

Levolor plant eyed for industrial park
By James Efstathiou

With $2 million in govern-
ment aid, a local developer is
pursuing plans to purchase and
reopen Hoboken's Levolor Lor-
entzen plant to small and mid-
size manufacturing firms.

The West Bank Construc-
tion Corp. last week signed an
option to acquire the empty
plant and its 6.8-acre site from
an investment firm for $4.2 mil-
lion. Levolor announced the
plant's closing in 1987 when it
began phasing out operations

and laying off a staff that once
numbered 1,800

With the help of a $1 mil-
lion state loan and an antici-
pated $1 million federal grant,
West Bank has embarked on its
first industrial venture, one it
hopes will lure mid-sized man-
ufacturers to the Mile Square
City. West Bank is anticipating
a $6 million to $7 million in-
vestment in the project which
it has named West Bank Indus-
trial Park.

The move has encouraged
city officials who have sought

to return the factory at 8th and
Monroe streets to a commercial
use since its closing. It also
follows a national trend signal-
ing the growth of small- to mid-
sized manufacturers.

"This is our first industrial
venture and it's primarily a re-
sult of the opportunity we saw
with the conversion of these
two large commercial proper-
ties to non-industrial use," said
George Vallone Jr. of West
Bank

Vallone was referring to
the recent disclosure of plans

to convert the old Lipton Tea
factory at 1500 Hudson St.,
home to several mid-size manu-
facturers and businesses, to
condominiums. His own firm
has plans to convert the old
Neumann leather building,
also home to several enter-
prises, which is expected to
close sometime in 1991.

"We don't anticipate one
user," said Vallone. "We antici-
pate many small businesses —
garment workers, printers and

See LEVELOR — Page 14.
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the New Jersey Education As-
sociation and the National
Education Association. HTA
executive committee members
met with official:- of both in
Washington last week

Copies of the letter will be
delivered to the full member-
ship today along with measures
adopted by the committee yes-
terday designed to get the asso-
ciation's administrative opera-
tions back on track

Absent from the Washing-
ton meeting and other meet
ings called in an attempt to
resolve the dispute was HTA
President James Germinario
Reached by phone at his home
last night. Germinario said ht»
was aware of the developments
but declined to comment.

Whether Germinano has
any legal recourse to challenge
the decision remains to be
seen.

"He has chosen not to par-
ticipate in the executive com-
mittee's acts and refu es to
lead the organization through
the executive committee," said
Edward Gallagher, director of
communications for NJEA

.Although Germinario still
holds the title of president.
Louise Boscia and Kenneth
Johnstone were elected by the
committee as HTA spokesmen
That gives them authority to act
on the HTA's behalf according
to a motion adopted by the com
mittee yesterday

As a basis for their deci-
sion, the NJEA recognized as-
sociation elections in Septem-
ber naming a new executive
committee, a vote that Germin-
ario had challenged. In addi
tion, the NJEA determined that
a June 29 meeting called by
Germinario for the purpose, of
ratifying a collective bargain-
ing agreement "was.-improper
and that the ratification vote
taken at that meeting was void
and of no force or efft t."

"He's got to work wi tin the
executive committee, said
Gallagher. "Since he s re 'sing
to do that, Johnstone and Bos
cia were elected by that com
mittee to assume that role."

The move encouraged
s hool board Vice President
James Farina, who said that
the board has been frustrated
with the dispute and the lack of
progress on a new contract

"We were waiting for them
to straighten out their internal
differences," said Farina. "But
now that that's resolved, the
board will begin negotiating
with the executive committee."

The controversy within the

association erupted June 29
when between 40 and 80 HTA
members met in the high
school cafeteria for a special
meeting called by Germinario.
Nine days earlier, the full
membership met and rejected
a contract prop sal by a vote of
138 to 120

Prior to t special m >et-
ing. the school ooard met and
approved minor amendment*
to the contract clearing the way
for a second vote which oc
curred later that day when a
majority of members at the spe-
cial meeting approved

In the aftermath, angry
HTA members charged that
Germinario had no' notified
the full membership oft le spe-
cial meeting but only t -osewho
were pro-contract. Th,,' execu-
tive committee subsequently
rescinded that vote citing ir-
regularities in notification pro-
cedures. The school board soon
followed suit and reversed its
approval

In the weeks following the
June 29 vote. Germinario re-
fused to meet with members of
the executive committee and
NJEA representatives seeking
to resolve the dispute, Gal-
lagher said

His refusal to discuss the
matter, along with a petition
signed by 90 percent of the
members asking for help,
prompted the intervention by
the NJEA

"It could have been re-
solved anytime in the summer
with good will on both sides,"
said Gallagher "Unfortunate-
ly, there was only good will on
one side."

Germinario filed an "un-
fair practice charge" last
month with the state Public
Employment Relations Com-
mission charging the school
board acted improperly in re-
scinding its earlier ap^rov; "
the contract

A hearing is schea.il
Nov. 8 but the executive $o
mittee will move to withdrtt.
from those proceedings on the
premise that a contract was
never properly ratified making
the school board's actions
moot, according to Boscia.

"People basically want a
contract," said Boscia "Kenny
and I will pick a team and re-
quest a negotiating date with
the school board for next
week."

In addition to the contract,
basic administrative opera-
tions of the association that
have been on hold because of
the dispute must be attended
to, Boscia said

Teacher
leader
reine
By James EfsUthiou

The president of the 385-
member Hoboken Teachers As-
sociation has been stripped of
his authority to lead the local
by the group's state and nation-
al affiliates

The move marks the end of
a bitter dispute within the,as-
sociation and clears the way
for negotiations to resume on a
collective bargaining agree-
ment between the teachers and
the city school board

Teachers, clerks, atten-
dance officers and drivers have
been at work in the schools for
three weeks without a contract.

The decision to recognize
the HTA executive committee
as the lawful governing author-
ity of the association was con-
veyed in a letter dated Sept. 22
and signed by the presidents of

See TEACHER — Page 7.

Council declares tow war victor

Levolor plant is considered
as site of an industrial park

U.S. Testing gets record NRC fine

Continued from Page 1
a tentative commitment from a
local music recording company
that needs to expand from (its)
present facility."

Returning the Levolor site
to an industrial use has been a
priority for city officials since
the closing was announced.
The Hoboken Community De-
velopment Agency commis-
sioned a feasibility study on
the prospects of commercial
uses and has worked with the
developer to secure state and
federal funding.

Those monies are crucial
to the viability of the project,
according to Donald Liloia of
the CDA, since the funding will
enable West Bank to offer com-
petitive rents.

In addition, the CDA is es-
tablishing an industrial loan
program to assist businesses
trying to start up in the city, is
working with the school board
to develop a job-training pro-
gram keyed to their labor
needs and is looking to in-
crease the capacity of existing
day care facilities or create
one on site.

"Obviously, the Levolor ex-
odus was significant,' said Li-
loia. "1 think you've got to look
at the population of Hoboken.
It's important that the city
maintains a diverse economy."

According to Liloia, some
40 percent of the city's work
force is involved in manufac-
turing as opposed to 30 percent
state- and countywide. Approx-
imately 20 percent of city resi-
dents live in subsidized hous-
ing and work in manufacturing.

"We still have an incredi-
ble labor force." said Liloia,
who estimated (here are 3.000
International Ladies Garment
Workers Union members in the
city.

Those figures, coupled
with the fact that Hoboken has
the lowest per capita income,
the lowest household income
and the highest unemployment

rate in the county, make it a
prime location for commercial
investment.

Those numbers helped the
developer land a $1 million
New Jersey Urban Develop-
ment Corporation loan last
month. The 6 percent, 10-year
loan is the first UDC loan to the
city by the agency, which has
agreed to fund $14 million
worth of such projects through-
out the state.

"First and foremost, we felt
that the developer could suc-
cessfully complete the pro-
ject," said Mark Quinn, direc-
tor of program management for
the UDC.

Other desirable features of
the project, according to
Quinn. are that it is expected to
create 400 light manufacturing
jobs, generate ratables for the

city and stimulate additional
development.

The UDC loan is expected
to enhance the city's applica-
tion for a $1 million federal
Urban Development Action
(irant for the project. The
UDAG is an especially attrac-
tive funding source since it is
eventually paid back to the
city.

"Without federal and state
monies, the financing of the
properties is questionable,"
said Vallone, who has until the
middle of December to exer-
cise his option.

In the meantime, Vallone
said, his firm will seek pro-
spective tenants and private fi-
nancing. West Bank plans to
use the existing 200.000-square-
foot building and add a facility
on an adjacent lot.

Continued from Page 1
group, of the fine. "It was a
different time, different man-
agement. The NRC is totally
aware of what we're doing now
and totally satisfied."

The company has 30 days to
pay the fines or protest them, a
decision Hartstern said has not
yot. been made.

In a p ess release, Hart-
stern referred to the NRC's
claims as "alleged violations"
and stressed that none of them
put the health or safety of the
public at risk.

Three groups of violations
were identified in the
inspections.

The first, characterized as
Severity Level I by the NRC
(Level I being the most severe)
involved the employment as ra-
diographers or assistant radio-
graphers of 85 individuals who
had not completed the training,
examination and certification
process required by the NRC.

Those violations drew a
$100,000 fine.

"Primarily it exposes the
radiographers to potential dan-
ger because they're working
with a fairly large source of
radiation," said Pate.

if they don't handle it
properly, they can expose
themselves to a larger than ac-
ceptable level of radiation."

As a result of those find-
ings, the company's radiation
safety director and the presi-
dent and vice president in
charge of overseeing that di-
rector have retired or resigned.

The second group of viola-
tions entailed the activities at
the Park Avenue warehouse
and were also termed Severity
Level I.

They drew a $100,000 fine.
The final group, character-

ized as Severity Level II, in-
volved health physics and re-
cord keeping, including the
failure to conduct a survey fol-
lowing exposure incidents.

A fine of $80,000 was im-
posed on those charges.

The $5,000 San Diego hospi-
tal fine was levied for failure to
establish and monitor a radia-
tion area boundary.

it 's the highest we've ever
given to a materials licensee,"
said Pate of the fines. "We're
fairly satisfied. Of course,
we're not completely satisfied
or else we wouldn't give them
another $5,000 penalty."

Continued from Page 1
on three lots at 16th Street was
approved in the spring

Diver remained silent
throughout a lengthy debate on
whether his firm had the prop-
er approvals to store cars ami
whether he could perform to
the city's specifications In
February, after the second
round of bids was thrown out.
Diver said he had already in-
vested $85,000 and was losing
money because of the delay.

"Your job is to award the
contract to the lowest responsi-
ble bidder and I submit my
client is the lowest responsible
bidder," Diver's attorney Jo-
seph Ryglicki told the council
if for some reason we cannot
perform the contract, you can
take the contract away."

The second round of bids,
in which Hoboken Towing was
low bidder, was rejected when
the council questioned Diver's

ability to perform the lob. Bids
in the final round, in which
Diver again out-bid the firm
run by Carmine and Theresa
Pino, were reviewed by the po-
lice, the law department and
the business administrator to
be certain they were responsi-
ble offers

I don't think its political
but 1 think its extremely irre-
sponsible to award this con-
tract to Hoboken Towing," said
Carmine Pino Jr.

Hoboken Auto Body, a fam-
ily run business which has
towed cars for the city for 35
years, has continued the ser-
vice since the end of last year
despite not having a contract.
Carmine argued that the in-
crease in the city's cost be-
tween his firm and his competi-
tor would be minimal and it
would not be worth the risk for
the city to take on an unproven
company.

U.S. Testing gets record NRC fine
By James Efstathiou

A Hoboken testing compa-
ny has been hit with the highest
fine ever-given to a radioactive
materials licensee for "numer-
ous, flagrant, repetitive and
willful" violations that poten-
tially endangered its employ-
ees who were not properiy
trained to handle radioactive
materials, according to the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

A portion of the $285,000
fine was for performing radio-
graphic operations on 18 occa-
sions at an unauthorized facili-

Hoboken lab hit on radiographic work
ty across the street from U.S.
Testing Inc.'s headquarters at
1415 Park Ave.

Industrial radiography is
an X-ray procedure which pho-
tographs steel and concrete us-
ing isotopes that produce gam-
ma rays.

Those operations may have
endangered the public since
the facility might not have been
properly shielded, according to
Robert Pate, chief of the NRC's

nuclear materials safety and
safeguards branch.

The Park Avenue facility
was front page news in August
when a U.S. Testing employee
notified local authorities that
nuclear materials were stored
improperly in the building.

The call turned out to be a
false alarm when it was deter-
mined that the firm, in fact, had
NRC approval to store cobalt
and irridium in the warehouse.

But the warehouse was
never licensed for industrial
radiography, which the NRC
claims took place from July
1986 to August 1987.

Following its investigation,
the NRC requested data to de-
termine whether the building
was properly shielded.

However, the information
was never provided when the
firm said it would use the
building for storage only.

"They had a license to use
that facility for storage only."
said Pate.

"We asked them to submit
some data on that so we could
evaluate whether it was prop-
erly shielded. They said it
would.be storage only."

U.S. Testing has applied to
the NRC to relocate the storage
facility into its main building

Most of the violations were
identified in a 1987 inspection.

However, an inspection at
a San Diego hospital, where a
U.S. Testing subsidiary' oper-
ates, resulted in a $5,000 fine in
July.

U.S. Testing, which oper-
ates subsidiaries under the
name Unitech Services Group,
has taken corrective action to
address the violations, includ-
ing replacing three top-level
radiation safety managers.

"It's a little bit higher than
we anticipated." said Robert
Hartstern, vice president of the
firm's industrial services

Sec IS. TESTING — Page 12.
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Hoboken firm hit
with S280G penalty
By JOWATHAH BWINCKMAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN-United States
Testing Co., which conducts
radiographic exams here, has
been hit with the largest Nuclear
Regulatory Commission penalty
ever imposed on a company
licensed to handle radioactive
material.

Citing "numerous flagrant, re-
petitive and willful violations" of
required procedures discovered
during 1987 inspections, the com-
mission announced last week
that it is proposing $280,000 in
fines.

The company, which has 30
days to either pay the fines or
dispute them, has not announced
what action it will take.

Robert Hartstern, Industrial
Services Group vice president,
said in a statement that "none of
the alleged violations resulted in
anv risk... to the public."

While larger fines have been
imposed on nuclear reactors, the
$280,000 fine is the largest ever
imposed on a "materials
licensee," such as a hospital or
testing company, said Robert
Pate, commission Nuclear Ma-
terials Safety and Safeguards
Branch chief.

Pate said the commission in-
spections found that the
company's radiation safety direc-
tor "failed to properly perform his
duties," and the president and
vice president "routinely gave
radiation safety a lower priority
than ... work performance."

All three officers - Safety Di-
rector Thomas Cuthbertson,
President Gene Basile and Vice
President Dickerson Claude
Wright — have since left the com-
pany, said Pate.

Three groups of violations were
identified in the inspections, ac-
cording to the commission.

The first group involved the use
of unqualified radiographers in
14 locations across the country,
including the company's facility
here. A fine of $100,000 is
proposed.

The second group of violations
involved the performance of
radiographic operations at an un-
authorized location across the
street from the company's head-
quarters at 1415 Park Ave. Pate
said those violations posed "a
potential for danger" because the
unauthorized site may have been
inadequately insulated for radi-
ation. A $100,000 fine also is
proposed.

for cops
By James EfsUthieu

Despite last week's court
order which prevents Hoboken
from retiring its long-time po-
lice chief, the department ap-
pears headed for changes they
hope will improve services and
bolster morale in the ranks

The moves are designed to
bring the department up to
date with technological ad-
vances and to upgrade internal
operations The changes, tar-
geting a wide range of police
functions, include developing a
computer-aided dispatch sys-
tem, subscribing to a 24-hour
police training cable network,
enrolling officers in sensitivity
training seminars and intro-
ducing a drug awareness pro-
gram in city schools.

By many accounts, the de-
partment, located in the base-
ment of City Hall, has lagged
behind neighboring communi-
ties in facilities and internal
controls.

Some veteran cops have
adopted a "wait-and-see" atti-
tude and remain skeptical that
the impending changes will
have a real effect. Others are
confident the moves are posi-
tive and long overdue.

"Some police officers will
criticize anything new, espe-
cially those that have been
around a while," said a detec-
tive who described himself as
approaching veteran status.
"My personal opinion is it's
way overdue."

Behind many of the pro-
posed changes is Capt. Car-
mine LaBruno who returned in
June from a two-and-a-half
year stint with the Hudson
County Prosecutor's Office. La-
Bruno wants to steer the de-
partment in a direction that
will bring it more in tune with
the "new Hoboken," a goal he
says can only be achieved
through a better understanding
between police and those they
serve.

"What I basically see is a
lack of understanding of the
needs of new Hoboken and a
lack of understanding of the
role of the police officer from
the citizens' perspective," said
LaBruno.

See CHANGES — Page b.

Section
records
Returned
But probe continues
tato Hoboken voting

The Hudson Dispatch /

HOBOKEN-The FBI yester
day returned more than 20,000
pages of city voting records that
were subpenaed for a grand jury
investigation of alleged im
proprieties in the election there
in November, but the inquiry is
continuing, officials said.

"It's not over by any means,
said a federal official familiar
with the criminal investigation.

Federal authorities previously
k have disclosed that they had un-

covered a pattern of election law
violations in the Nov. 8 polling in
Hoboken, but they have not
identified the specific targets of
the inquiry.

At about 4 p.m. yesterday, the
FBI returned to the Hudson
County Board of Elections Office
4B Jersey City, most of the voter
iigistration cards and other re-
g&rds that were seized in Novem-
•Eer, said Deputy Elections Super-
intendent Betty Outlaw.
• But the FBI kept about 100
.pages, and provided photocopies
*of those documents instead of the
eriginals, she said.

The federal official, who spoke
•en condition of anonymity, ex-
plamed, "Certain segments were
kept out; things that were of
interest to us." The official would
Hdt elaborate.
'.• .The investigation was prompt
•fefl bv press reports of widespread

Please see BALLOTS Page 4

Towers lose
support in
Hoboken
By James KfsUthiou

A twin-tower office com-
plex proposed for Hoboken's
waterfront is believed to have
lost the support of city plan-
ners unhappy with its size and
potential for traffic congestion,
according to sources close to
the city Planning Board.

A vote on the joint proposal
by Hartz Mountain Industries
Inc. and Stevens Institute of
Technology could come as ear-
ly as tonight as the board fig-
ures to wind up its year-old
hearings on the project.

Tonight's hearing at 7
o'clock in the City Hall council
chambers will be the final op-
portunity for the public to
speak out on the project which
from the outset sparked contro-
versy. After the public hearing,
the board could call a vote.

Hartz Mountain, one of the
area's largest developers, has
proposed a $78 million com-
mercial complex for the foot of
Castle Point on the river side of
Sinatra Drive between Sixth
and Ninth streets.

The 600,000-square-foot
project includes two office

towers of 10 and 13 stones to be
built on an existing platform
extending into the river that
would be expanded by nearly
120,000 square feet. Zoning for
the area calls for a two-story
height limit.

In addition, the developer
proposed a 1,250-space parking
garage just north of the towers.

With a host of expert wit-
nesses, Hartz has attempted to
quell fears that the projeet
would negatively impact on
traffic, air quality and the sce-
nic qualities of Castle Point.

But board members are
leery of the overall size of the
project, and the impact of those
1,250 cars entering and leaving
the city on a daily basis, say
sources. Although the project
is expected to generate in ex-
cess of $1 million in taxes annu-
ally for the city, the new in-
come apparent ly has not
outweighed the anticipated
disadvantages of the proposal
in the eyes of the board.

"We think we've given the
planning board and the city of
Hoboken every reason to ap-

See TWIN TOWERS — Page 9.
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improprieties in the Hoboken
polling, said Assistant U.S. At-
torney Walter F Timpone.

Among the allegations were in-
stances of people casting two
ballots, voting although they no
longer lived in Hoboken, and vot
ing in the names of people who
never went to the polls. The FBI
impounded voting machines after
the election.

An unsuccessful mayoral can-
didate in the Nov. 8 race, Coun-

cilman Joseph DellaFave, filed a
lawsuit against Mayor Patrick
Pasculli, the county Board of
Elections and others, alleging a
series of voting irregularities.

DellaFave and his attorney,
Raymond Korona of Jersey City,
could not be reached. But Helen
A. Cunning, a DellaFave ally and
former council woman, said the
lawsuit is pending.

Pasculli, who won the election
by a narrow margin, said yester

day that he welcomes the FBI
investigation, but considers it
politically motivated. He called
for a quick conclusion to the 11
month inquiry , saying
authorities should either pros-
ecute those guilty of wrongdoing
or issue a statement saying the
matter is closed. In the mean-
time, it casts a cloud of suspicion
over Hoboken, he said.

Changes in works for cops in Hoboken
Continued from Page 1

To close the gap, LaBruno
will begin sending officers to
stato-run sensitivity training
seminars this month. The semi-
nars, he said, will help officers
see from the perspective of the
citizens whom police often en-
counter at a time of emotional
distress.

"A police officer, confront-
ed with the dregs of society,
sometimes becomes insensi-
tive to the needs of the citizen."
said LaBruno "The seminars
will help put police officers in
the citizen's frame of mind."

Hand in hand with the sem-
inars will be an increased ef-
fort to improve community re-
lations, such as the
introduction of the Drug Abuse
Resistance Education program
by police Chief George Crim-

mins. Two officers trained to
teach the nationally acclaimed
program will begin in Connors
Elementary School later this
month.

DARE is designed to teach
kids techniques to avoid be
coming victims of drug abuse,
but in the process, will give
youngsters a better under-
standing of the role of police
officers, according to Sgt. Ed-
ward Garcia.

"They're going to see the
officer in a different light,'
said Garcia. "They're going to
see the officer as an individual.
They're going to know that offi-
cer by name. They're going to
look at him as a friend."

Operational changes are in
store for the department as
well With the help of two Seton
Hall graduate students work-

ing in the department for
course credit, LaBruno is log-
ging on a computer some 50.000
calls to headquarters received
over an 18-month period

The goal is to get a clearer
picture of the types of crimes
which occur in various areas of
the city during certain hours
and seasons. The analysis is
expected to lead to a redesign
of the departments patrol dis-
tricts, and a better system for
prioritizing calls.

"We've done some off-the-
cuff redesigning of beats based
on experience without scientif-
ic analysis," said LaBruno.
"Eventually, we'll know the
availability of every police offi-
cer in the street."

Last winter, the adminis
tration began addressing the
physical condition of Police

Vote on twin towers
put off to Tuesday^

Headquarters, a long-time em-
barrassment to the depart-
ment, following a state inspec-
tion prompted by an officer's
complaint. The improvements,
which include a new locker
room, detective bureau and toi-
let area set to open this week,
are expected to improve mo-
rale as other changes are
implemented.

Finally, there is the intro-
duction of the Law Enforce-
ment Training Network, a Dal-
las-based cable service
currently serving over 700 de-
partments nationwide. The net-
work, expected to come on line
in the coming weeks, brings
programming for police offi-
cers and administrators at ev-
ery rank into headquarters and
will feature experts in several
fields of police operations.

"It's a challenge," said La-
Bruno, who has won the sup-
port of Chief Crimmins in his
plans. "Obviously, this is a
transition period for us," he
added, referring to Crimmins'
eventual retirement. "And
we're going to ask the public to
understand."

Continued from Page 1
read only some of them, Pappas
said. He added that the board
has not yet received transcripts
of last month's meeting. But all
members were present then,
according to a tally Pappas
read into the record.

Pappas said the board usu-
ally receives transcripts three
weeks to a month following
each hearing

Meanwhile, a geology ex-
pert hired by the board to re-
view an environmental impact
study submitted by Hartz
called the Hartz report "sim-
plistic, " and said it underesti-
mated how fast sediment would
accumulate along a pier exten-
sion that would be built on the
development site

The expert. Thomas F. Mc-
Kinney. of the Dresdner. Robin
& Associates environmental
planning firm of Jersey City,
said silt would gather on the
northern end of the extension
at a rate 6 to 12 percent faster
than the Hartz study predicted
and would require more fre-.

quent dredging. The question
of silt build-up has been cen-
tral to an argument by Union
Dry Dock Co. against the pro-
posal. The city's last maritime
company. Union Dry Dock is
located just north of the Hartz-
Stevens site.

According to Ann Dooley.
an attorney representing
Union Dry Dock, the company
has dredged the area three
times since 1979. with the most
recent, in 1984, costing
$400,000. The company plans to
dredge again before the end of
the year dr early next year.
Dooley said, adding that more
frequent dredging could force
the company to close.

Also protesting the project
are members of the Hoboken
Environment Committee, two
of whom addressed the board
last night

Donald Cotter, chairman of
the committee, urged the board
to reject the proposal and ask
the city to purchase the proper-
ty "so we won't face this threat
ever again."

Going to bat
for Hoboken'

The New York State decision to
designate the state as "Birthplace of
Baseball" on its license plate sig-
nals another instance of that state s
narrow perspective, ignoring the
achievements and triumphs of its
neighbor across the Hudson.

Baseball sprang full-grown at no
one location. But one of the earliest
recorded games with relatively
modern rules took place not in the
Empire State but in Hoboken, in
1846.

The New York license plate des-
ignation fails to recognize this, just
as New Yorkers often treat much of
New Jersey as part of the "New York
metropolitan area" and announcers
of Giants games in the Meadowlands
have at times talked as if they were
in New York rather than New
Jersey.

Hoboken Mayor Patrick Pasculli
is rightfully intent on giving some of
the spotlight to Hoboken.

He is already talking about orga-
nizing a committee in 1991 to cele-
brate in 1996 the 150th anniversary
of baseball's modern emergence in
Hoboken.

More power to him. That was an
important event in the history of the
game - a game that deserves the
title of the National Pastr.ne — and
Pasculli should do what he can to
make sure more people learn that it
happened in New Jerseys Mile
Square City.

Vote on. towers postponed

Twin towers
lose support
in Hoboken

from Page 1
prove the project," said Hartz
Vice President Walter M
Smith in defense of the project.
"Whether they will or not, we
don't know."

Despite Smith's optimism,
support for the project appears
to have dwindled both in City
Hall and within the college
itself.

Last winter, for instance, as
hearings continued, Stevens
representatives were quick to
predict that the project would
attract high-tech computer
firms to its back yard.

But yesterday, a college
spokesman declined to com-
ment on the plan. The proposal
became a political hot potato
for the school when local activ-
ists took a position against it,
according to a source who de-
clined to speak on the record.
As a result, the college has ap-
parently decided "just to let it
drop" and not fight for the
project.

Perhaps the final blow
came in April when a planning
consultant hired by the city to
review the entire waterfront
released a report which blast-
ed the proposal. The analysis,
by Berrige Lewinberg Green-
berg Ltd , stressed that Castle
Point was a significant histori-
cal and natural landmark in
the city and that any develop-
ment in that area should en-

hance its qualities, something
they determined the Stevens-
Hartz project would not do.

"It is our view that the Ste-
vens-Hartz project would rep
resent a major negative impact
on the amenity of Castle Point
and be a significant detriment
to the public enjoyment of the
waterfront, not only by local
residents and workers but by
the entire population of the
lower Hudson Valley," read
the report.

Still, the Berrige report is
only a single piece of testimony
presented to the board in seven
hearings which began in Au-
gust 1988. Experts bearing
some 50 exhibits including
models, photos and studies tes-
tified on traffic, air and water
quality, view corridors, shad-
owing, sedimentation and oth-
er issues.

The result is a six-inch-
high stack of transcripts repre-
senting information board
members must work into a de-
cision, according to board at-
torney George Pappas

"The hearings have been
pretty complete," said Pappas,
adding that several of the hear-
ings were devoted exclusively
to the Stevens-Hartz project.
"You're talking about a big pro-
ject with significant impact so
all these potential impacts had
to be addressed in the
evidence."

Environmental parley

Pollution war
friction ripped
By_MICHA1E^P|CK
The Hudson Dispatch j

HOBOKEN-There's too much
disunity among people battling
pollution along the Hudson River
waterfront, an environmental ex
pert said at a conference on con-
tamination yesterday.

"The greatest asset in New Jer-
sey is the Hudson River water-
front," said Thomas O'Neill, ex
ecutive director of Partnership
for New Jersey, a group rep-
resenting the state's major indus
tries. "But almost all of it is
responding to the private
interests of 12 municipalities."

While people want pollution
eliminated, they don't want the
solution in their neighborhood,
O'Neill told the audience at the
Stevens Institute of Technology
here.

"Everyone wants a solution to
the solid waste problem," O'Neill
said. "No one wants it in their
backyard."

He cited public opposition to
toxic waste incinerators as an
example.

While engineers may devise
technical solutions to pollution,
politics also decides how prob-
lems are solved, O'Neill said.

"It's a political problem — who
decides clean is clean, and on
whose behalf," he said.

But ev«n if a solution is found,
people may not accept the draw
backs, said Paul Busch, president
of Malcolm Pirnie Inc., an en-
vironmental consulting firm
from White Plains, N.Y. Busch

pointed to a sewage treatment
plant directly across the Hudson
River in Manhattan, which re
moves most pollutants from sew-
age, but also produces sludge,
which must be disposed of.

i t ' s trying to understand that
every action we take has an en-
vironmental reaction," he said.

But O'Neill, a former state En-
vironmental Protection Depat-
ment official, said New Jersey is
at the center of the environmen-
tal dilemma.

"I don't know where the global
environment is going, but New
Jersey will be the first to get
there," he said.

Private industry is trying to
reduce its share of the global
pollution problem, according to
the representatives of several
major companies who spoke at
the conference. AT&T is under-
going the expensive process of
finding subst i tutes for
fluorocarbons, which scientists
believe are destroying the ozone
layer and worsening the "green-
house effect" of global warming,
said company staff engineer
Walter Boyhan.

PSE&G is reducing sulfur diox-
ide by using low-sulfur coal in
power plants, including one in
Jersey City, said Robert Geiger,
manager for environmental regu-
latory affairs.

But scientists and engineers
cannot always provide the
answer, said William Gaither,
Roy F. Weston Co. vice president.

"We have to admit we don't
know when we don't know," he
said.

LOCAL

By Dominick Calicchio

The Hoboken Planning
Board postponed a vote on a
controversial waterfront pro-
ject last night because several
board members hadn't done
their homework.

Instead, the board will vote
at a special meeting at 8 p.m.
Tuesday in City Hall.

The application in ques-
tion is a joint proposal by Hartz
Mountain Industries of Secau-
cus and Stevens Institute of
Technology in Hoboken to
build two office towers and
parking for 1.250 cars on Hud-
son River waterfront property

Stevens owns between Sixth
and Ninth streets.

A source close to the Plan-
ning Board and another at Ste-
vens have already told The Jer-
sey Journalthe plan has almost
no chance of being approved
because of its perceived affect
on traffic and waterfront views.

For the board to have con-
ducted a vote, at least five of
the nine members would have
to have attended each meeting
pertinent to the application, or
have read the transcripts or
listened to the audiotapes of
each meeting they missed. That
is the requirement under the
state Municipal Land Use Law,

according to Board Attorney
George Pappas.

Pappas said only three
members met the criteria to
vote last night. Edwin thius,
Thomas Mooney and William
Jones, each of whom attended
each of 10 hearings since Sep-
tember, 1988, on the Stevens-
Hartz proposal.

A fourth member, James
Starrett. had previously dis-
qualified himself because he
works for Stevens.

Other members e i the r
hadnt read the transcripts of
meetings they missed, or haa

See VOTE —

DISPATCHES
Applied Housing gets 3 percent loan

HOBOKEN—A low- and moderate-income housing development here
has received a low-interest $8.5 million loan from the Hudson County
Planninc and Economic Development Office.

The money which will be loaned at 3 percent interest, will be used
by Applied Housing Associates of Hoboken said County Executive
Robert C Janiszewski yesterday Applied Housing is working with
another developer to construct the Observer Park project on Observer
H l 'TWounty 's Community Development float loan sits in the federal
treasury earning no money " Janiszewski said. Here Hudson County
has the opportunity of making some money And the developer has
an opportunity of securing an extraordinary low interest rate with

WhThe loan" aPP^vSby the Board of Freeholders in August, will be
taken from community development funds. About $3 million of the loan
recently was allocated so that construction of the project could begin,
Janiszewski said -DAVID REILLY.



Council paves way
for promotions,
two new directors

i

By James KfsUthiou

The Hoboken City Council
gave preliminary approval last
Bight to measures paving the
way for promotions within the
police and fire departments
and the addition of two Dew
directors in City Hall

The new directors, which
the administration says are
necessary' to relieve the over-
burdened public works and
business departments, will cost
taxpayers $35,000 each Anoth-
er $35,000 will be budgeted for
a public safety director that
Mayor Patrick Pasculli said he
plans to appoint.

Amendments to the police
and fire tables of organization
have been proposed four times
in the past year only to die after
being tabled. The latest pro-
posal would cost taxpayers
over $150,000 a year, according
to councilman Thomas New-
man who cast the only vote
against the measure.

The council waived the
customary 30-day standing pe-
riod for the ordinances and ap-
proved them last night on first
reading.

Pasculli influence)

While the public safety and
reorganization ordinances
were sponsored by councilman
Edwin Duroy, the political will
for the measures clearly came
from the Pasculli administra-
tion, which appears to have a
firm grip on a seven-member
voting bloc on the nine-mem-
ber council.

That control was evident in
the councils decision to re-
place Zoning Board chairman
Joel Freiser with the adminis-
tration's choice for the post.
Theresa Castellano. Although
the chairman is appointed by
the council, it was clear from

iscussions that members loyal
the mayor felt it was their
ligation to support Pasculli's

Choice solely for political
reasons.

"Any new administration
has the prerogative to appoint
new people," said councilman

ichard Del Boccio who ran
ith Pasculli in successive
ections in the past year.

"Each administration has
the prerogative of accepting
people it has pleasure with,"
said one of Pasculli's strongest
supporters, councilman David
Roberts.

Out of favor

For his part, Pasculli said
that while he rated Freiser's
overall performance on the
board as fair, it was his han-
dling of West Bank Construc-
tion's 1600 Park Avenue project
last fall that put Freiser out of
favor.

"That was probably the
point in time the council be-
came dissatisfied with the per-
formance," said Pasculli of the
board's approval of the project.
According to Pasculli, Newman
figured in that decision since it
was after he testified in favor of
the project that the approval
was granted.

But according to Newman,
the approval displeased the
mayor only because Freiser
failed to consult the adminis-
tration before the board ren-
dered its decision. Pasculli has
never wavered in his support
for the project.

Newman was up against his
council peers on another issue,
the city's ongoing negotiations
with the Port Authority on a
proposal to develop Hoboken's
southern waterfront. While the
majority of the council appears
content with the administra-
tion's approach, Newman said
the lawmakers should be get-
ting more answers and infor-
mation from attorney's and
consultants negotiating for the
city.

He detailed those concerns
at a press conference earlier in
the week.

A list of questions Newman
offered has been forwarded to
the negotiators and a special
council meeting was set forOct.
12 for a briefing on the
negotiations.

"If my screaming about this
has prodded them a bit, its
good," said Newman, a member
of the council's waterfront
committee until he was re-
moved last month.

Newman is concerned that
the city may be under undue

pressure to accept a proposal
with the PA since it has already
budgeted and spent a $7 mil-
lion up front payment from the
bi-state agency. If a deal cannot
be reached, the city would have
too little time to implement a
budget bail out plan, he
argued.

"We cut the budget with
phony money," said Newman
referring to the PA payment
"Were living on $7 million we
don t have — borrowed money
— its a fool's paradise."

The administration has
been tight-lipped on the negoti-
ations but is expected to re-
spond to the councilman's con-
cerns at a news conference
today.

The state of the city's fi-
nances also figured into New-
man's objections to the police
and fire promotions. The pro-
posal would add three cap-
tains, three lieutenants and
nine sergeants to the existing
table

The actual manpower in-
crease would be less since the
department is currently staffed
above the table in some ranks.

Two new fire roles

The proposal would add
one deputy chief and one cap-
tain to the existing fire table.

Duroy, who has pushed for
the promotions for several
months, referred to the case of
three Hispanic police officers
who were demoted in 1987
along with four other officers
when he spoke in support of the
move.

If promotions were made to
fill the proposed police table,
the department would consist
of 58 officers for 92 patrolmen,
a 1.58 to 1 ration as opposed to a
2.5 to 1 national average New-
man said is not justified.

Full steam ahead for Hoboken Festival
Dispatch Entertainment Writer

Granted, the poauWity exists
that one aught come face to face
with a mugger, bat a train rafe-
ber, not likely That is until
tomorrow when traveler* aboard
New Jersey Transit's
Line encounter some of the I
iest hombres to visit these part*
in years.

The thrill is real but the danger
isn t, for the scenario is merely a
replay of the plot first used by
Thomas A Edison when filming
the classic "The Great Train Rob-

Shot within the Garden State
in 1903, The Great Train Rok
bery" was a milestone in movie
production Now, 86 years later,
the product of Edison's imagina-
tion has become one of the cor
nerstones of the NJ Transit's
ninth annual Hoboken Festival,
planned tomorrow between 11
am and 5 p.m. at Hoboken Ter
mmal. Admission is free, and a
reduced train fare will be in effect
to transport visitors to the site.

As for the "Great Train Rob-
bery," two tra: ns are scheduled to
leave Hoboken Terminal, at 1
and 2:30 p m Stepping into yes
teryear, children will be given
play money to assure a hefty haul
for the bad guys, while country
musk will be piped through the
public address system.

Look out for the Great Notch
stop, that's where the horseback
riding thiefs make their move.
It's safe, however, to assume the
sheriff and deputies have the
matter well in hand.

Be forewarned, space will be
limited, so it's advisable to buy
advance tickets at Hoboken Ter
minal or Newark's Pennsylvania
Station.

For visitors who prefer some-
thing a bit more sedate, there's
an ample supply of alternatives
including Hudson River cruises,
bus and rail memorabilia for col-
lectors, crafts, entertainment and
exhibits, all directed towards
this year's theme: "Working
Hard to Keep New Jersey on the
Move."

•ving a* a pit new far the
new ferry service from Hoboken
Terminal to Battery Park ia
Lover Maahattaa, which start*
Oct. If, are 10 excursions aboard
the new Port Imperial feme*.

ReaaoaaaUe for a fleet of 2,000
bueea, tOO rail cars and 100 kwv
motives, NJ Transit will have
many pieces of equipment on
view beginning with the aew
AEM-7 electric locomotive wkica
ia scheduled for the North Jemy
Coast lane in early 1990. Fifteen
of tbeae locomotives have been
ordered.

Other NJ Transit equipment
includes GG1 Electric Loco-
motive 4877, adorned with the
famous Tuscan red and gold of the
Pennsylvania Railroad; retired
E-8 Locomotive 4253; a U34-CH
Diesel locomotive, which is oper-
ated on the Boonton, Bergen
Main and Paacack Valley lines; a
F40-PH2 locomotive found on the
Raritan Valley and North Jersey
Coast lines; and Comet and
Arrow passenger coaches

Switching to level ground, the
Eagle Cruiser represents the
newest addition to the bus fleet.
Some 119 have been ordered and
are destined for South Jersey.

Among the bus inventory on
view will be a rebuilt Grumman
Flexible bus, a Volvo articulated
bus and an MCI bus, of which
there are currently 1,115 in ser-
vice.

Also contributing equipment
will be Amtrak, Morristown and
Erie Railway, Tri-State Railway
Historical Society of Morristown
and North Jersey Railway His-
torical Society of Rah way

Other diversions for the antici-
pated crowd of 60,000 include
perfonrances by a Grammy
Award winning gospel singer,
Milton Biggham. Shifting musi-
cal gears, there will be the Biases
Original Rock 'n' Roll Band, Don
Carter Jazz Trio and Sny der High
School Concert Choir.

Guaranteed to open a few eyes
are the Nets cheerleaders and
team mascot Duncan the
Dragonfly, plus Park Players of
Union City, Other Dance Com-

Hoboken
project
opposed
$78M towers could
mar historic cliff
By DAVID M. LIPPMAH
The Hudson Dispatch

Visfcor* at tad year's Hoboken Festival Hock around vendors lining the tracks at Hoboken Terminal.

pany of Montclair, Blue Ribbon
Cloggers, tap dancing with
Tracey Everitt and a Newport
Swim and Fitness Center aero
bic« demonstration.

For children, there will be a
petting zoo, courtesy of the Turtle
Back Zoo in West Orange; car-

toon characters from Six Flags
Great Adventure in Jackson,
Ocean County; Ronald
McDonald; and Phil Iehle's
magic.

Food, drink, souvenirs and col-
lectibles will be offered by more
than 100 vendors.

It's full steam ahead for the
Hoboken Festival, rain or shine.
For further information, contact
Tracy L Munford at 643 7459.

terry to be christened Wednesday
HOBOKEN—Commuter ferry service between here and Lower

Manhattan will be dedicated in a ceremony in both cities at 2 p.m.
Wednesday, with regular rush-hour service scheduled to begin next
Monday.

Deborah Kean, wife of Gov. Thomas H. Kean, is scheduled to christen
; the George Washington, one of four new ferries commissioned for the
• service, at the ferry terminal adjacent to New Jersey Transit's rail
', depot. The governor is scheduled to speak before the christening.

After the christening, Hoboken Mayor Patrick Pasculli, Arcorp
president Arthur E. Imperatore and Gene Heller, president of Hartz

• Mountain Industries Inc. of Secaucus, are scheduled to join other
* celebrities and officials on the ferry. Arcorp and Hartz will operate the

ferry service jointly for the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey.

, , The Manhattan ceremony at Battery Park City will be followed by
. . recept ion. ^ ^ S /

Firms Qre lining Up fOW-fO-tOW fO fight Firehouse demolition bids in
7 7 V I I / \ ,. „ „ ^ „ . . , „ • „ Continued from Page l c o d e s before it is reopene

By James Efstathiou-

When the Hoboken City
Council declared a victor in the
fight for the municipal towing
contract, the battle had only
just begun.

Now, less than a week after
the new firm run by Kenneth
Diver took over, allegations
have come before the council
that his company, Hoboken
Towing, has overcharged
customers.

Shortly after the council
awarded the contract to Diver,
an attorney representing Hobo-
ken Auto Body Inc., which lost
the job after 35 years, sued the
city, charging that officials con-
spired to award the contract to
an unqualified bidder.

A judge agreed to hear the
case, but would not issue an

o'rder preventing the city from
entering into the contract with
Hoboken Towing, which under-
bid the competition

Jerry Smith, whose car was
towed from a no-parking zone
Tuesday morning, appeared
before the council Wednesday
with a bill from Hoboken Tow-
ing charging $65 for towing, $10
for storage and a $15 lockout
fee in addition to tax for a total
of $91.50.

In his contract-winning
bid, Diver had offered to tow
individual motorists for $35
with a 10 percent night and
weekend differential.

Traffic police and city at-
torneys are expected to meet
with Diver today to review his
rate schedule.

Diver said he must charge
an added $30 in certain cases,

such as for cars with front
wheel drive, which require a
wheel lift. The $15 lockout fee
is charged for opening a car
hood to allow mechanics to
place the transmission in
neutral.

Carmine Pino Jr. of Hobo-
ken Auto Body said that with-
out the added fees, Diver could
never stay in business at the
rates he promised to charge.

"A wheel lift is towing,"
said Pino, who has vowed to
stick to Diver like a "cheap
suit." "Every car that we have
towed for 35 years was locked
when we got there. That lock-
out charge is an outrage."

Pino has admitted having
had Diver followed on towing
calls and watching over his up-
town lot to gather evidence to
bolster his court case.

"Theresa Pino is following
me around to every car," said
Diver. "She calls up, watches
me. They're getting their day in
court. What more do they
want?"

Diver said he has lived up
to terms of the contract but that
certain towing situations re-
quire special equipment and
thus additional charges. In the
past. Diver charges, Pino has
simply refused to tow cars that
require equipment Diver said
he now employs.

Police Lt. John Aiello, who
reviewed bids from both firms,
said that opening locked cars
was something done in that
past as part of normal towing
procedure. Nothing in the con-
tract or the bid, he added, re-
fers to added fees for a wheel
lift.

•i > s p r r ••

.Creditor wants Dell'Aquila
to be declared bankrupt

Continued from Page 1
which started in the aging
chimney which allowed heat to
be absorbed into the surround-
ing wooden structure.

Initial estimates pegged
the duration of the rehabilita-
tion job at four to six months. It
was determined that relocating
the fire company and equip-
ment to the Eighth Street fire-
house would not affect re-
sponse time uptown and the
men and machines have been
there since.

Despite assurances that
the firehouse was a top priori-
ty, area residents and City Hall
critics have blasted the admin-
istration for what they perceive
to be "foot-dragging."

"It's never been put on the
back burner," said Public
Works Director Roy Haack at a
September council meeting
when demolition bids were au-
thorized. "When you rehabili-
tate a building, you just can't go
in and put it back the way it
was."

Haack was referring to the
fact that the turn-of-the century
building, the first in Hoboken
to be placed on the National
Register of Historic Places,
must be brought up to housing

codes before it is reopened.
Electrical, plumbing and venti-
lation problems not initially
identified have contributed to
the delay.

But because it is an histor-
ic building, some elements of
its character must be replaced
exactly as they had been prior
to the fire. A hose tower, for
example, and other compo-
nents of the building's exterior
must be recreated.

Finally, he said, there is
the administration's commit-
ment to create a model fire-
house that will stand out
among the city's aging munici-
pal facilities. Fire officials
have visited firehouses in
neighboring communities and
interviewed firefighters in an
attempt to incorporate the best
features of each

The demolition bids re-
ceived are:

• A.G. Mazzocchi Inc., of
Madison. $56,000.

e McNamara Carpenters
Inc., of Hoboken, $52,700.

• V. Ottilio & Sons Inc., of
Paterson, $44,673.

• R.C.R of West New york,
$43,500.

• T & M Contracting Co.
Inc , of Hoboken, $34,600.

HOBOKEN-The ghost of
Henry Hudson was invoked laM
night by opponents of a $78'
million Hartz Stevens project
here at a meeting of the city
Planning Board last night.

"1 have researched the ma-
terial It is a very bizarre note
that on this very day in 1609,
Hudson docked his ship, the Half
Moon, here, and in the ship's log.
they noted that they thought they
saw a silver mine, but it was
actually the green-grey serpen
tine cliff of Castle Point," said
Helen Manogue of the Hoboken
Environment Committee.

She said the two towers
proposed by Hartz Mountain In-
dustries Inc. of Secaucus and
Stevens Institute of Technology
here would destroy both the \ lew
from the historic cliff and the
view of the cliff.

"For Hoboken to approve this
project would show us to be the
biggest fools that ever existed,"
Manogue said.

4 4 For Hoboken to
approve this project
would show us to be
the biggest fools that
ever existed. 55

HELEN MANOGUE

Hartz is proposing to build two
buildings on Hoboken's water-
front totaling 600,000 square feet
of office space, with a parking
garage.

* * *
PROJECT OPPONENTS

also say the buildings would
create traffic problems and cause
river silt to foul Union Dry Dock
Inc. property, just north of the
plant project.

Manogue disputed Hartz's con-
tention that the project would
provide $1 million in tax
ratables, saying testimony by
Hartz spokesmen weeks ago said
only $432,000 would be gener-
ated.

The board heard complex geo-
logical testimony from Thomas F.
McKinney, geological sciences di-
rector of Dresdner. Robin and
Associates, a planning and en-
vironmental management firm
in Jersey City.

McKinny summed up his
statistics by warning that sedi-
ments created by the project
could seriously interfere with the
dry dock, and called for more
geological studies before the
board moved on the project

"The view from Castle Point
should be preserved. The city
should make sure it is not de-
veloped," said Donald Cotter,
also of the Hoboken Environmen-
tal Committee.

* * *
THE BOARD, which has been

hearing testimony on the project
since 1988, postponed a vote until
a special meeting Tuesday at 8
p.m., because members npe^dto
read transcripts of this and
previmi* heWftigi. •«•••'"*'

"We've heard a great deal of
testimony with the word 'ap-
propriate'. Appropriate"1 -rh#atfe
rightnest*. TIWU'F notrfTrtg'Tfp1

propriate about this project," said
city resident Michael Flanagan.

By James F.fstathiuu

A waste hauler for Hobo-
ken developer Anthony Dell'A-
quila has asked a federal judno
to declare Dell'Aquila bank
rupt to recover $375,000 the
firm claims it is owed.

Two other firms seek an-
other $18,386.13 for services
and goods in the cleanup of the
old Hoboken shipyards proper-
ty The petition was filed in
I'.S Bankruptcy Court Sept. 14.

Dell'Aquila has 20 days to
respond. An attorney repre-
senting the creditors said yes-
terday he had yet to receive
confirmation that the summons
had been served.

The motion comes as Del-
l'Aquila battles creditors and
mortgage firms seeking to re-
coup their money from his wa-
terfront empire. A source close
to the financial maneuvers said
Dell'Aquila owes between $40
and $45 million.

According to attorneys fa-
miliar with bankruptcy pro-
ceedings, Dell'Aquila has two
options, both of which could
ultimately force his hand on
the massive debt.

One is to challenge the pe-
tition by proving to a judge that
he can somehow pay off the
debt If successful, the involun-
tary petition for bankruptcy
could be thrown out.

However, in doing so, Del-
l'Aquila would have to reveal

the state of his finances in
court, a move that would in
essence reveal his hand to oth-
er creditors.

The other option is for Del-
l'Aquila to voluntarily file for
bankruptcy underChapter 11, a
move that would compel the
court to protect him from other
creditors and give the finan-
cially embattled developer
time to figure a repayment
plan.

"The whole thing is to
smoke him out," said one attor-
ney who asked that his name be
withheld. Neither Dell Aquila
nor his attorney could be
reached for comment.

Waste Conversions Inc..
headquartered in Hatfield, Pa.,
is a hazardous waste clean-up
firm hired last summer to clean
hazardous and solid wastes
from a portion of Dell'Aquila's
waterfront holdings. Dell'A-
quila holds waterfront land of
94 acres stretching from the
Weehawken border to 12th
Street

Also party to the petition
aie an elevator company and
paint supplier, both of which
claim to have offered services
or goods on credit to
Dell'Aquila.

The cleanup came after de-
molition of more than a dozen
buildings on the old Hoboken
shipyards property. The demo-
lition angered local officials
wfco repeatedly issued stop

work orders to compel Dell'A-
quila and his ex-partner Harry
Grant to secure permits for the
work.

At one point, a Superior
Court judge ordered a stop to
all demolition on the entire
tract until each building was
certified free of asbestos.

Filing the petition auto-
matically stayed a scheduled
Sept. 28 sheriffs auction for
the sale of the 45-acre Bethle-
hem Steel property initiated by
the Mabon. Nugent Money Mar-
ket Instruments & Co., accord-
ing to the firms local counsel
Daniel Horgan. The firm is
seeking to recover $19.3 million
on a loan of $15.2 million for
the property.

"Some creditors are se-
cured and others are not." ex-
plained Horgan. "Generally, a
secured creditor with an inter-
est in real estate wouldn't take
bankruptcy as a first choice.
Instead, he'd move to
foreclose."

Prior to filing the bank-
ruptcy petition, attorneys for
Dell'Aquila were granted a
postponement of the auction
based on the signing of a pur-
chase contract rumored at $50
million for the property by a
Manhattan developer.

Citizens First National
Bank of New Jersey has also
brought a foreclosure action
against DeH'Aquila in Superi-
or Court in Jersey City.

Firehouse demolition bids in
James Kfslalhiou

The rehabilitation of Hobo-
ken's 14th Street firehouse may
finally be on track with the
opening of bids Friday for the
demolition phase of what is es-
timated will be a $660,000
project.

If all goes according to
schedule, a demolition con-
tract could be awarded at the
next meeting of the City Coun-
cil on Oct. 18. After demolition,
which is expected to take about
a month, bids will be sought for
construction of the project
which, according to conserva-

tive estimates, could be COB
pleted by May or June.

But all has not gone accorc
ing to schedule since the fin
house was closed last Octobe
after an early morning fire. N
one was injured in the blaz

See FIREHOUSE — Page S.

Planners nix plan for 2 office towers
By Dominick Calicchio

In a 7-0 vote, the Hoboken
Planning Board last night re-
jected a joint proposal by Ste-
vens Institute of Technology
and Hartz Mountain Industries
to build two office towers and
parking on waterfront property
Stevens owns just below the
city's historic Castle Point.

Board members said they
thought the towers would ob-
struct waterfront views and the
proposed 1.250 parking spaces
would attract too many cars.

The vote ends more than a
year of hearings on the
proposal.

A Hartz official at the City
Hall meeting said he did not
know how the vote would affect
his firm's agreement with Ste-

vens to develop the property on
the river side of Frank Sinatra
Drive, between Sixth and
Ninth streets.

"It's something that Ste-
vens and our firm will have to
talk about." said Walter M.
Smith Jr., senior vice president
of property development for
Hartz.

Smith criticized the
board's rejection of his firm's
plan, discounting the board's
ruling that the 184-foot and 143-
foot towers would block views
of Manhattan from Castle
Point, a lookout area on the
Stevens campus.

"The views of the Palisades
were not inhibited." Smith
said. "The views were very
carefully preserved by
Stevens."

Given last night's ruling.
Smith said he can't see how the
board will ever approve a joint
office-development plan ex-
pected to be put forth by the
city and the Port Authority for
the city's southern waterfront.

"The Port Authority (plan)
is more than twice as big and
has something like half the
parking.' Smith said. "By defi-
nition it must have at least as
much impact on traffic and
probably much more."

But Councilman David
Roberts, a planning board
member, disagreed, saying
planning consultants hired by
the city favored large develop-
ment for the southern water-
front because of its proximity
to NJ Transit trains. PATH, and
a new Hoboken-Manhattan fer-

ry service.
The Stevens property,

more than a half-mile from the
city's transportat ion hub,
would have encouraged more
employees to use their cars,
Roberts said.

"It impacts the city in a
much less negative way than
does Stevens," Roberts said.
"The planners have indicated
to the city and the planning
board, if you're going to have
sizable development, (the
southern waterfront) is the best
place to put it."

Smith would not say how
much money Hartz lost on its
year-long presentation, but
called it a substantial amount.
"That's why real estate devel-
opment is a very risky busi-
ness, " he said.



Hoboken marathon to aidff
Hugo victims in Puerto Rico

Fund raising efforts to aid
victims of hurricane Hugo will
continue in Hoboken this
weekend with a 24-hour mara-
thon at Ss, Peter and Paul
f'hurch

People are being asked to
donate food, clothing and of
course cash to help thousands
of victims of one of the worst
storms on record to hit Puerto
Rico. The storm ripped through
the Caribbean last month put-
ting thousands out of their
homes and causing millions of
dollars in damage before slam-
ming into the South Carolina
coast.

Hoboken residents have al-
ready contributed approxi-
mately $15,000 to a county-wide
effort coordinated under the
Hudson County Puerto Rico
Relief Fund. But more is need-
ed, according to Hoboken
Councilwoman Lourdes Arroyo
who toured the island after the
storm.

"We don't have the words
to describe the destruction
which Puerto Rico has suf-
fered," said Arroyo. "We're
asking for a sacrifice. We're
asking people not just to give
what they have, but to give a
little extra."

Skyway ramp closed for repairs
The eastbound ramp from the Tonnele Avenue Circle in

Jersey City to the Holland Tunnel will be closed today and
tomorrow 6 am. to 6 p.m. for repairs to the Pulaski Skyway,
according to the state Department of Transportation. Traf-
fic will be detoured to St. Paul's Avenue

Arroyo, along with Hispaa-
ic and Minority Affairs Coordi-
nator George Guzman, are hop-
ing that the marathon will
reach out to non-Hispanic resi-
dents. In addition to cash, non-
perishable foods including rice
and clothing. part'"ularly pam-
pers, are needed, they said.

The marathon will begin at
noon today at Ss Peter and
Paul school house at 410 Hud-
son Street and run until noon
tomorrow Entertainment and
food will be available for those
who participate.

A similar fund raiser will
be held Oct. 22 at the Jersey
City Boys Club So far, Jersey
City residents have donated ap-
proximately $20,000 to the re-
lief effort, according to Hudson
County Freeholder Nidia
Colon

All donations will be
turned over to the Office of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
in Manhattan

Hoboken moving to blight
city's southern waterfront"y
By Janes Efstaihiou

As negotiations on a water-
front development agreement
with the Port Authority contin-
ue. Hoboken is proceeding
with plans to have the property
designated as a "blighted
area."

Such a declaration would
give the redevelopment agen-
cy, be it the Port Authority or
the city of Hoboken, broader
powers and greater control
over the project.

The city initiated the blight
study in February when it
asked the Planning Board to
conduct a preliminary blight
investigation on the 309-acre
site bounded by the NJ Transit
terminal on the south and Ste-
vens Institute of Technology on
the north.

The Planning Board last
Bight adopted a city-commis-
sioned report justifying a
blight investigation and agreed
to begin a blight hearing at its
Nov. 2 meeting.

Following the board's rec-
ommendation, the City Council
will make a final determina-
tion on the blight designation

An area can be designated
as blighted based on criteria
set forth by the state
Legislature.

The preliminary study
found that the city's southern
waterfront, once a bustling
port and an integral part of the
city's economy, has for several
years been vacant and unpro-
ductive. The area has tracts of
vacant land, obsolete and de-
caying buildings and no resi-
dential buildings and has not

been property utilized, all fac-
tors, according to the report,
that make it a candidate for
blight designation

Proceeding with the blight
study, which would ultimately
lead to a redevelopment plan,
was a condition written into
the Principles of Agreement at
the insistence of the city. The
agreement, adopted in April,
has served as the outline for a
long-term lease between Hobo-
ken and the PA.

City planners want a rede-
velopment plan in place should
negotiations with the PA.
break down. In such a case, the
city would be in a stronger po-
sition to bring on a private de-
veloper for the project, accord-
ing to Mayor Patrick Pasculli

See BLIGHT — Page I.

site brings
$100 at tax sale

Castle Point

Big project scrapped
Historic concerns kill $78 million development

Blight plan clears a hurdle

By DAVID UPI»MAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN-After 14 months of hear
ings, slides and speeches, the city Planning
Board voted unanimously last night to*
scrap a planned $78 million development
project for the city's waterfront.

The project, a joint venture ot Hartz

Mountain Industries Inc. of Secaucus and
Stevens Institute of Technology here,
called for constructing two towers beneath
Castle Point, a parking garage and 600,000
square feet of office space.

The project was killed last night by the
board, whose members criticized it before

~ Pleasesee PROJECT Page •
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Continued from Page 1
who has orchestrated the
agreement.

"The blight designation
and redevelopment study is a
very important component in
our planning process," said
Pasculli. "We will continue to
negotiate a final agreement;
however, the redevelopment
plan and blight study allows us
to move very quickly in the
event final negotiations arc not
arrived at."

A redevelopment plan al-
lows the city to designate a
developer without going
through the formal competitive
bidding process, according to
law director Eugene O'Connell.

In addition, zoning in a rede-
velopment plan, which must be
approved by the Planning
Board, supersedes existing
zoning rules.

The property was named a
Special Review District in 1979
and strict zoning rules were
implemented to prevent incre-
mental development on the
site.

However, the Planning

^ ,oh,\ ?*\
Board can recommend to the
City Council that the zoning be
revised to accommodate a re-
development plan.

The issue of a backup plan
in case negotiations with the
PA. falter was raised by Coun-
cilman Thomas Newman last
week and K; expected to be
addressed when the council is
briefed on the negotiations in
closed session tomorrow.

By Bill Campbell

It took more than six months and $6 million for Patrick
Reynolds to acquire a prime parcel of Hoboken real estate,
but it took less than a minute and $100 for the county
sheriff's office to sell it

An attorney representing BRT Realty Trust, Reynolds'
lender, purchased the assemblage of seven downtown lots
— approximately one acre of land — for $100 at a sheriffs
property auction yesterday There were no other bidders.

Two years ago. Reynolds, then a high flying residential
developer, stunned Hoboken real estate watchers when he
obtained a $4 5 million loan from BRT to buy the properties
for part of a high-rise condominium project.

The property was forced into foreclosure when Reyn-
olds stopped paying principal and interest on the loan The
amount of the loan at foreclosure was $6.2 million, not
including unpaid taxes

Yesterday's sale marks the final chapter of Reynolds
Hoboken real estate career. The property was the last local
property owned by Reynolds, a product of the city's real
estate boom in the early 1980s, who began liquidating his
holdings after a 1988 fraud indictment.

Chris Sullivan, an attorney with the firm Herrick.
Feinstein, purchased the property for BRT, a Massachu-
setts real estate investment trust specializing in short-term
mortgage lending

Sullivan would not comment on what BRT will do with
the property, but observers say the company will hold onto
the land until the real estate market picks up

"I think that will be the likely scenario," said Ron Hine,
a neighborhood activist with Downtown Residents fer Sane
Development, a group that was a force in blocking develop-
ment of the contiguous parcels

"The amount Reynolds paid for the property far ex-
ceeds the value now. I don't see anyone paying that much
now to develop that land," he said.

Reynolds, in 1987, submitted plans to the city to develop
the assemblage as a 14-story, 259 unit condominium tower
called Park Plaza The property is in the shadow of City
Hall at 213 Newark St., 76-84 Garden St., 67-69 Park Ave, and
71-75 Park Ave.

The group headed by Hines opposed the project saying
it would strain city services, obstruct air and light and be
inconsistent with the architecture of the neighborhood.

See *6M SITE BRINGS f 100 - Page 10.

$6Msite brings $100

unanimously denying Hartz the
permits and variances needed to
begin construction.

"The project would impact on
an important historical section of
the community that has been
there since the beginning of
time," said board member Edwin
J. Chius, who is also city business
administrator.

Hartz's plan had drawn fire
from the Hoboken Environment
Committee and other activists
because they said it would ob-
scure views of and from Castle
Point, a historic serpentine rock
formation sighted and noted by
explorer Henry Hudson, who
anchored his ship, the Half Moon,
here in October 1609, while dis-
covering the river that bears his
name.

"The use of our waterfront as a
parking garage for Stevens is
unacceptable to the community,"
Chius continued. He also said
geological experts had stated at
hearings that the construction
would cause sediment to flow into
Union Dry Dock Inc.'s facilities
just north of the project site, in-
terfering with its work.

Board member David Roberts,
also a city councilman, spoke of
his concern that "people would
lose views they appreciate."

"We should develop the water-
front in a more moderate manner

to fit the city, not overpower it.
Very often, I drive down (Frank
Sinatra Drive) and look at the
wonderful views, when liners
come into port, and see the large
buildings. I don't think that's an
appropriate place for that size of
development."

He added that he welcomed
development in Hoboken, but in
places where the city can accom
modate such large plans.

Walter N. Smith, Hartz senior
vice president for property de-
velopment, said the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey is proposing plans twice as
big with half the parking for the
waterfront area south of the
Stevens-Hartz site.

"I hope they consider the P.A.
plans the same way," he said.

"The major issues were traffic
and air quality. These were valid
judgments by Hoboken," Smith
said. "We thought it was a good
development. It would be wonder-
ful for Hartz, for Stevens, for
Hoboken. We were wrong.

"The views of the Palisades
were not inhibited. They were
carefully planned by Stevens," he
said.

Asked if Hartz would drop its
partnership with Stevens to de-
velop the property, Smith said he
would have to discuss the board's
decision with the college first.

FERRY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

City in Manhattan, where the
ferry was welcomed eight
minutes later.

Ferry service is scheduled to
will begin for the public on Mon-
day.

The project, called a "public-
private partnership" by Stephen
Berger, Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey executive
director, took six years to put
together and will be operated by
the authority in conjunction with
Arcorp Properties of Weehawken
and Hartz Mountain Industries
Inc. of Secaucus. According to
Berger, ferries will cross the river
six times every hour, carrying
about 2,400 passengers.

Hartz President Gene Heller
said the ferry system would re-
duce traffic by providing a \ iable
alternative to the Lincoln and
Holland tunnels and the George

Washington Bridge. Heller said
he hoped the "fares run high"
and then corrected himself by
saying he hoped many people
would ride the ferry.

The initial one-way cost will be
a special half-price fare of $1 from
Oct. 16 to Oct. 31. A regular far*
of $2 each way will be im-
plemented Nov. 1.

Kean credited many officials
for the success of the ferry project,
but reserved his greatest praise
for private citizens whom he said
"got their ideas moving." Other
officials touted the governor as
the "heart of the project" and as
the "man who made it happen."
Lautenberg also mentioned for-
mer Gov. Brendan T. Byrne as a
major advocate of "two-way traf-
fic" along the Hudson.

The ferries will cross the river
every 10 minutes from 7 to 10
a.m. and from 4 to 7 p.m.

Continued from Page 1
Reynolds soon withdrew the
project in the wake of opposi-
tion and his failure to make
payments.

The 46-page mortgage
Reynolds signed with BRT on
June 17, 1987, included provi-
sions for a five-cent per dollar
penalty for late charges as well
as an annual default rate of 24 5
percent.

Reynolds later obtained a
$3.2 million second mortgage
on the property from the Koda
Group.

Reynolds closed his Hobo-
ken real estate office early in

1988, before he was indicted by
a Hudson County grand jury on
fraud charges after he alleged-
ly took money out of an escrow
account for a Willow Avenue
condominium project he was
developing.

A pioneer marketer of real
estate in Hoboken's boom
years, Reynolds was hailed by
some as a trend setter, while
others say he artificially inflat-
ed real estate values by paying
more than market value.

Some half dozen other
properties Reynolds owned
have been foreclosed on during
the past year.

Hoboken ferry is launched
Continued from Page 1

"The solution, he said, ". ..
was to go back to the future and
that meant going back to
ferries."

The future is three alumi-
num-hull boats that will run
every 10 minutes during rush
hour with an initial capacity of
2,400 passengers an hour.

The boats cover the 1.35
nautical miles in eight minutes
and the fare is $2 one way.
Discount fares are available
for package tickets.

The boats have no conces-

sion stands or bathrooms, ame-
nities officials said are unnec-
essary for the short trip. They
are split level with an open
upper deck practical only in
fair weather.

Boats depart from a new
terminal at the end of the New
Jersey Transit Station adjacent
to the old ferry slips. Across the
river, they berth at a floating
dock at the north end of Battery
Park City.

The P.A. solicited propos-
als for a Hoboken ferry line
because of an expansion in the

number of people commuting
across the Hudson, according
to PA. chairman Philip D. Kal-
tenbacher. The P.A. leases the
ferry slip from NJ Transit and
has a 20-year operating agree-
ment with Arcorp-Hartz.

"This is the newest way to
cross the Hudson and it's also
the oldest," said Kaltenbacher.

The service is part of a five-
year, $6 billion project to up-
grade commuter services that
has included renovating P.A.
bridges and tunnels and refur-
bishing its PATH line.

Eight minutes to Manhattan

< * K . ».w Hoboken-Manhattan terries, p B F . . » . T-*te«tay on its maiden voyag* to B after >
Th« George Washington, one of the new Hobo*en " » • " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ tjmArw

Park City.

Here comes the ferry
Fanfare rides waves as leaders praise public-private project
The Hudson Dispatch /%91-^

HOBOKEN-Dedication ceremonies
for the first trans-Hudson ferry service
between Hoboken and Manhattan in 22
years took place yesterday amid fanfare

at the ferry dock adjacent to the New
f ^ Transit rail and bus terminal.

The ceremonies began with speeches
from state and local officials, including
Gov. Thomas H. Kean and U.S. Sen.

Frank R. Lautenberg, D-Secaucus. A
traditional champagne christening con-
cluded ceremonies before the "George
Washington " sailed to Battery Park

Please see FERRY Page 10

Hoboken
ferry is.
launched
By James Efstathiou

The past crossed paths
with the future on the Hudson
River yesterday as commuter
ferry service between Hoboken
and Manhattan returned after
22 years.

The service, a product of a
public-private alliance be-
tween Arcorp-Hartz and the
Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey, will officially
begin Monday.

Ferries will run weekdays
in the morning and evening
rush hours, connecting the for-
mer Erie Lackawanna Ferry
Terminal in Hoboken to the
World Financial Center in low-
er Manhattan.

Officials on hand for yes-
terday's inaugural run hailed
the return of the ferries as a
sign of the region's continued
economic growth.

Related story on Page 17

In addition, they empha-
sized the significance of the
public-private aspect of the
partnership, a feature which
might set a trend for future
development.

"Historically, new ferry
service has always brought
change for Hoboken, moving it
from a farming community to a
resort town to an urban area
with an industrial shipping
port," said Hoboken Mayor Pat
rick Pasculli.

"Once again, the reinstitu-
tion of ferry service signals
change in Hoboken."

Pasculli praised the part-

Jou",ai photo b> LOT-

The George Washington pulls away from Hoboken on its maiden voyage to Manhattan yesterday.

nership that led to the new line
and compared it to one being
negotiated between Hoboken
and the P.A. for development of
the city's southern waterfront.

"Today is probably the
most gratifying day of my ca-
reer," said Hartz Mountain In-
dustries Inc. President Gene
Heller. "We worked with the
public and private sectors to
bring about a service that,
frankly, I never thought was
possible to do."

Heller was joined by devel-
oper Arthur Imperatore of Ar-
corp Properties Inc., which
teamed with Hartz to bid suc-
cessfully on the P.A.'s proposal
for a new ferry line.

Imperatore. who reintro-
duced trans-Hudson ferry ser-

vice to the region with his Port
Imperial Ferry line in Wee-
hawken, called the Hoboken
line "a piece of craziness"
which came into being only
with the help of several dedi-
cated people

"1 WffleTrn15ef tfie Ferry as a
young boy," said Imperatore
who characterized the boats as
a 'simple, logical" transporta-
tion alternative.

Later in life, Imperatore
realized that ferries would en-
hance the value of his water-
front holdings in Weehawken
and West New York, a decision
which ultimately led to the
Port Imperial line, which now
carries some 6.000 riders a day.

But it is Hoboken. steeped
in maritime history and home

to Col. John L. Stevens, who
launched the first steam-
powered ferry boat from its
shores 178 years ago, that for
years has been synonymous
with ferries.

According to Gov Thomas
H. Kean. it was (he end of com-
muter ferry service from Hobo-
ken in 1967 — coupled with the
migration of Manhattans work
force to New Jerseys suburbs
— that led to the modern rush
hour.
. "The daily commute had
become New Jersey's version
of the Long March and it prom-
ised to get even longer." said

christen the new line.

HOBOKEN _ „



Councilman New-*""! hurts negotiations
to take this opoortu -ions on the status of the neent tat innsI would like to take this opportu-

nity to respond to a press release
issued by Councilman Tom Newman,
ft is clear that the councilman has not
has any experience preparing and or
negotiating a complex deal such as
ours and therefore he underestimates
the time' energy and expertise it
takes

His timely" press conference
also presumes that we are making a
"bad deal" for the City rather than
judging the final document on its mer-
its and benefits to the city.

My administration has devoted
hundreds of hours of work over the
last few months to a two-track plan,
one track being the Port negotiations
and the other being the preparation of
a plan should negotiations falter.

In assuming the posture of doom-
sayer for the City, I believe the Coun-
cilman does real damage to our nego-
tiations He paints a picture of a City
unable to .survive without the Fort's
deal. This is simply not true.

I also think he is being very calcu-
lating in his criticism and in fact
wants to weaken our position by ex-
posing our supposed vulnerabilities I
question whether he has the best in-
terests of the City in mind or a realis-
tic picture of the action needed to fill
the budget gap should the deal not
work.

Councilman Newman continues to
misrepresent the facts. We have re-
ported the council on several occa-

sions on the status of the negotiations
and the positioning of the City should
the deal not be struck In addition, we
have responded to council questions
and suggestions and incorporated
those in the positions we take at the
negotiating table.

As far as I can see, all of Mr.
Newman's concerns have been an-
swered or addressed during our talks
with the Port Authority In addition,
the mass transit question is being
addressed by my task force, which is
chaired by the councilman. In fact,
many of these questions have been
asked and answered several times
over the past few months

Since the public alliance is an
administration initiative, the mayor
should be able to bring the best deal
to the council table for review. Until a
satisfactory agreement is prepared it
would be premature to expose it to
public scrutiny.

To hold a press conference one
week before a special council meeting
during which all of the concerns and
questions are to be addressed by our
experts reeks of miscalculated oppor-
tunism — PATRICK PASCULLI, Of-
fice of the Mayor, City Hall, Hoboken.

Hoboken terminal
7 1

traffic will change
Perry attracts 3^300 riders

ByJ Efstathiou

Hobokens busiest traffic
hub is expected to become a
little safer with the introduc-
tion of a new traffic pattern set
to take affect midnight Sunday.

Officials hope the new sys-
tem will eliminate the daily
rush-hour spectacle of pedes-
trians dodging cars, busses and
taxis as they enter and exit the
PATH and New Jersey Transit
train terminals.

Under the new traffic pat-
tern approved last week by the
City Council. Hudson Place be-
tween Hudson and River
streets will run oastbound in-
stead of in both directions. Riv-
er Street will run north be-
tween Hudson Place and
Newark Street creating a one-
way circular traffic hub around
the terminal

In addition, an existing taxi
stand will be re-defined and

pedestrian crosswalks will be
re-stripped. New signs and
stripping will be put in place
over the weekend and there
will be no parking on affected
streets beginning at 6 am to-
day to facilitate the work.

Also, there will be restrict-
ed access for motorists using
the hub as work proceeds. The
new traffic pattern will stay in
effect for a 90-day trial period
while traffic officials gauge its
effectiveness.

"We want to create a safe
pedestrian atmosphere," said
Lt. John Aiello, head of the
department's traffic division.

Under the new pattern, mo-
torists and busses heading
south on River Street must turn
right at Newark and circle the
block to reach the entrance to
the terminal. Traffic exiting
the area can use River Street
north, or Newark Street to trav-
el west or south.
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Fresh air and converuf-nce

versus fetid winds and delays.
The Hoboken Ferry is the

transportation of choice for Ce-
sar DelValle. a North Bergen
commuter who said he is sick of
riding PATH into Manhattan
with thousands of other people.

DelValle. a computer pro-
grammer for Merrill Lynch,
was among the nearly 4,300 pas-
sengers who rode the ferry be-
tween Hoboken and Manhattan
yesterday on the first day of
commuter ferrv service be-

tween those locations in 22
years.

Three new vessels crossed
the Hudson River in 8-minute
runs yesterday beginning at 7 '
am. under heavy fog. The fer-
ries will run every 10 minutes
weekdays between 7 and 10
a.m. and 4 and 7 p m. for a total
of 18 trips each way.

The service was scheduled
to start in June, but was de-
layed by construction of the
vessels and changes in the de-
sign of the Battery Park termi-
nal, Gary Gorman, Port Author-
ity spokesman said.

Yesterday morning's
weather kept DelValle from
taking the morning boat to
Manhattan But he caught the 7
p m. — the last one — back to
Hoboken. "It's a nice evening."
he said. "Fresh air, moonlight.
I figured I would try it out for
the first time."

He plans to use the ferry in
the mornings He said the ferry
will save him the time and mon-
ey he spends coping with de-
lays and breakdowns of PATH
service.

See PERRY — Page 4.

Ferry attracts
4,300 riders

Moves blasted

Hoboken
creates
agencies
Additions designed
to improve services
By MICHAEL MARKOWITZ
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - In the first
major reorganization of city gov-
ernment under Mayor Patrick
Pasculli, the City Council last
night created three new munici-
pal departments and opened the
door for promotions on the police
force.

But Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave, an administration oppo-
nent, charged the reorganization
is an expensive ploy by Pasculli
and his council majority to create
jobs as a "payback" to political
supporters.

Three of the four ordinances
enacted last night place three
new $35,0O0ayear adminis-
trators in charge of functions now
shared by existing departments.
The fourth ordinance revamps
the table of organization in the
police force.

Paaculli said the changes will
give his administration the abili-
ty to improve city Bervicea by
assigning high-level adminis-
trators reponsibility for public
safety, human resources and
parks and public property.

The new Parks and Public
Property Department will bring
responsibility for buildings and
parks — now the domain of the
Public Works Department —
under the umbrella of a new ad-
ministrator.

The newly created Human Re-
sources Department will remove
certain personnel-related duties
from the city's business adminis-
trator, and the new public safety
director will be in charge of the
Police and Fire departments.

None of the ordinances speci-
fies the size or cost of staffing the
new departments.

Pasculli, who was elected to his
first full term in May, said the
reorganization will give him the
"tools" he needs to govern the
city effectively • •

The council members who sup-
ported the changes said the in-
itial costs will not have much of
an impact on the city budget and
will result in savings in the long
run.

Delia Fave, whom Pasculli de
feated in the mayoral election,
said the changes will add at least
$250,000 a year to the municipal
payroll at a time when some of-
ficials already foresee a property
tax increase next year. He called
the assertion that the budget in-
c r e a s e i s n e g l i g i b l e
"astonishing."

"I would dare anybody here to
go out into the street and tell
people that $250,000 is insignifi-
cant," he said. "This just adds
another level of bureaucracy we
can't afford. We'll have directors
directing directors."

Delia Fave voted against all
the reorganization ordinances
considered last night. He was
joined on most of the other votes
by Councilman Thomas New-
man, the other independent
member. Newman, howeVer,
voted in favor of creating the
Parks and Public Property De-
partment, saying there is a press-
ing need to deal with decaying
buildings such as City Hall.

Delia Fave and Newman also
oppose the police force re-
organization, saying it would
make the department top heavy
with brass in order to satisfy
Pasculli supporters.

Council members supporting
the revision said it wmihi~T>pen
the door to new leadership and
redress past inequities ul the
\<- omotion process.

Hoboken policeman
cleared'of charges

Hoboken sewers

By James Efstathiou

A Hoboken police officer
has been cleared of charges
that he assaulted a man who
was being arrested on a disor-
derly persons charge

North Bergen Municipal
Court Judge Nino Falcone
ruled yesterday that the man
who claimed to have been beat-
en by the officer was guilty of
hitting the patrolman and cre-
ating a public disturbance.

The case began in January
when Police Officers Kevin
Houghton and Robert Castel
lano responded to a report of a
fight in one of the city's housing
projects. Carl Jones, 20, a pro-
ject tenant, was charged with
striking Houghton and creating
a public disturbance.

Jones complained that
Houghton struck him with his
nightstick and kneed him in the

gr< n during the arrest. A
charge of simple assault
against Castellano was
dropped before the case went
to trial.

A spokeswoman for the Jer-
sey City Medical Center con-
firmed that Jones was treated
in the hospital's intensive care
unit following the incident. But
yesterday, Falcone agreed with
defense witnesses who testi-
fied that Jones' injuries were a
result of the fight to which the
officers were responding and
not rough treatment by police.

In his report, Houghton
said Jones struck him in the
neck with his fist as the officer
sought to handcuff him.

Jones was found guilty of
simple assault and of disorder-
ly conduct for failing to leave
the scene of the fight. Jones
was given a 45-day suspended
sentence, probation and a fine.

Firm charged in oil-dumping
•JONATHAN BRINCKMAN .
The Hudson Dispatch /O/S f / v 9"

••HOBOKEN — A Union Township contracting
flghpany was slapped with local and state charges
ritor the state Environmental Protection Depart-
0 B t was anonymously told yesterday that the
(gpipany was dumping oil and gasoline into the city
Mwer system, authorities said.
f.The city charged Tony's Contracting with creat-
M | and maintaining a criminal hazard, a state
lttolation. The city also charged the compay with
ftHw violations of ordinances forbidding improper
disposal of hazardous materials, said Mario
Mercado, city Emergency Management Office coor-
dinator.

Mercado said the company, after being contracted
by D&S Foods of the 800 block of Madison Street to
remove three underground fuel tanks from the
front of the food processing factory, improperly

pumped the fuel into the ground and sewage
system.

The fuel, which Mercado identified as gasoline,
diesel fuel and No. 2 heating oil, was pumped from
the tanks before the contractor removed them, he
said,

Mercado said between 5,000 and 10,000 gallons of
the fuel may have entered the city sewage system.

Madison Street between Eighth and Ninth
streets was crowded last night with emergency
personnel and local officials. New Jersey State
Marine Police and U.S. Coast Guard officers at the
scene said they were concerned that fuel might flow
from the sewage system into the Hudson River.

A state Attorney General's Office representative,
who remained unidentified, said he was "conduct
ing an investigation" but would not comment
further.

Property cleanup in Hoboken produces a mess
_ . . . . . . . . J ' - f • ,_i r» 4^.4; ii .„„«;,>.. ,.,oo which was cjillod in the scene. A reore- ed at the site. The tanks were b
By James Efstathiou

A Hoboken food crimp" any looking to
spruce up its property before selling
out created an environmental headache
when a contractor spilled gasoline and
healing oil into the street and sewers.

The contractor simply pumped an
undetermined amount of oil and gas
from three underground storage tanks
into catch basins at Eighth and Madison
streets and back into the holes created
after removing the tanks, said
witnesses.

The contractor was not licensed to
handle hazardous materials, officials
said, and last night, after an anonymous
call to the state Department af Environ-

mental Protection, the operation was
stopped.

The U.S. Coast Guard was called in
to determine whether the petroleum
materials might reach the Hudson Riv-
er by way of sewer storm lines. In heavy
rains, runoff from the street is diverted
from the treatment plant into the river.

The Tony Maharaj Construction Co.,
of Union and B&S Foods at 801 Madison
St. were cited under state statutes for
discharging a hazardous substance and
for failing to notify the state of a
discharge.

In addition, Maharaj was cited for
four violations of local ordinances and
may face further criminal charges by
the state Attorney General's Office,

which was called to the scene. A repre-
sentative of the Attorney General's En-
vironmental Protection Unit inter-
viewed the firm's principal last night.

"He tells them he's licensed to do
that and proceeds to remove the tanks
without a permit from the city of Hobo-
ken or the DEP," said Hoboken Emer-
gency Management Coordinator Mario
Mercado. "We feel he buried a lot of the
product and dumped the remaining
product in the sewer system."

The product is believed to be No. 2
heating oil and diesel gasoline which
was stored in three underground tanks
in front of the offices of B&S Foods. The
tanks were holdovers from a truck parts
company which had previously operat-

ed at the site. The tanks were being
removed in preparation for repaving
the sidewalk, said Claude Branda of
B&S Foods The family-run business
has been closed for some time and its
owners wanted to refurbish the proper-
ty in anticipation of selling the
business.

"We were looking for new, clean
sidewalks and a good-looking building
that we could sell," said Branda. "In
order to make the property more attrac-
tive to a buyer, we were told to have the
tanks removed."

Branda said he was unaware of DEP
regulations pertaining to the removal of

See HOBOKEN — Page 14.
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"It was heaven on earth, it

was beautiful," said Hoboken
resident Mary Finzi, who made
a round-trip passage just to see
what the ferry is like "It was
foggy and a little rough, but the
captain was good."

"I think it's a great way to
start the day,' said Secaucus
resident Sharon Kramer, who
works in the World Trade Cen-
ter. "It's great to be on the
river. I love boats."

Regina Kk-pae, who lives
in Jersey City and works in
international sales for Merrill
Lynch, said that the ferry ser-
vice is too inconvenient for her
to use daily in the morning.

Instead, she said, she will
treat herself occasionally to a
boat ride home after work. "It's
nice to be relaxed," she said,
after an evening ferry ride to
•the Hoboken terminal. "I just
want to know one thing," she
said. "Where are the
lifeboats?"

Tom Scullin, director of op-
erations for the ferry service in
Hoboken, said 2,250 people
rode the ferry during the morn-
ing hours and 2,000 took the
boat back.

The service is operated by
a Port Authority-sponsored
joint venture with Arcorp
Properties of Weehawken and
llartz Mountain Industries Inc
of Secaucus.

The previous Hoboken fer-
ry route, operated by the Erie-
Lackawana Railroad, made its
last cross-Hudson run in 1967
when the state's Aldene Plan
allowed the financially ailing
railroads to abandon the un-
profitable service.

Initially the ferries will
carry up to 2,400 passengers an
hour, with the heaviest volume
from Hoboken to Manhattan in
the morning and vice versa in
the afternoon.

Through October, tickets
will cost $1 one way in a special
promotional fare. Afterward,

each trip will cost $2. A 10-trip
pass costs $16, monthly passes
$56.

The three ferries — George
Washington, Alexander Hamil-
ton and Thomas Jefferson —
were especially designed and
built for Arcorp-Hartz by Gulf
Craft Inc of Patterson, La.
Each double-decker vessel can
carry up to 399 passengers and
has one operator and three
deckhands.

A fourth ferry, the Abra-
ham Lincoln, is expected to ar-
rive from Louisiana in about
two weeks

The joint venture has in-
vested between $7 million and
$10 million in the ferries, the
aqua-blue terminal building
and ferry mooring, said Arcorp
President Arthur Imperatore.

The Port Authority is pro-
viding permanent terminals
next to NJ Transit's rail and
bus terminals in Hoboken and
just north oi the North Cove of
Battery Park City next to the
World Financial Center

The profits, or losses, will
all go to the joint venture, Gor-
man said.

Imperatore estimated the
ferries would be running in the
black within a year.

"People really enjoy it,"
said Imperatore, who also runs
the Weehawken to Manhattan
ferry service that started in De-
cember 1986 "It's humane, it's
civilized, it's reliable,"

Commuters said they wel-
comed the chance to commute
in fresh air after facing crowd-
ed trains in tunnels.

"What a way to go to work,"
marveled Orrin Mitch of Man-
hattan, after arriving in Hobo-
ken for work. "An ocean ride
certainly beats being
underground."

Mitch said the trip was
worthwhile although it will
eventually cost twice as much
as the PATH trains He har-
bored doubts, however, about
taking the ferry in bad weather.
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01 Firefighter Gary Repette Hushes water into a petroleum tank at Eighth and Madison streets, Hoboken.

Hoboken cleanup makes a mess

Continued from Page 1
partment's response to vandal-
ism and burglaries.

But, he said, he had not
reviewed the list of transfers,

"I do not interfere with the
assignment of personnel in the
police department." Pasculli
said.

"I was told that there were
transfers being made and that
the captains (LaBruno and act-
ing police chief Capt. Anthony
Romano) were responsible for
them," the mayor said.

Romano is acting as chief
while Chief George Crimmins
is on vacation.

Some detectives trans-
ferred back to the uniform divi-
sion could be identified as po-
litical supporters of Pasculli
and some as supporters of
Councilman Joseph Delia Fave
who opposed Pasculli in two
municipal elections.

The Inspectional Services

ureau was created following a
survey of the department by a
Seton Hall University profes-
sor, according to LaBruno.

The bureau, which is to in-
clude the newly-formed war-

rant squad, will have responsi-
bility for background checks on
prospective city employees and
for gun permit applications,
previously handled by the
Training Bureau.

21 Hoboken cop?
e dare reassigned in

department shifts
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hazardous materials or of
charges that his contractor
dumped the oil into the street.
Branda hired Maharaj Con-
struction after seeing the firm's
work at another site, he said

But witnesses reported a
strong smell of gasoline in the
air beginning Tuesday, accord-

ing to Mercado. Last night, the
entire 800 block of Madison
was covered with what ap-
peared to be an oily substance
dusted with sand and the odor
of gasoline permeated the air
even in the cool breeze.

The entire strip of what
was to be a new sidewalk in
front of B&S Foods appeared

freshly excavated with a large
hole at the building's entrance.
A black oily substance at the
bottom of the hole was being
pumped out by a firm hired at
Maharaj's expense to remove
the substance and contaminat-
ed soil.

Firefighters pumped water
into the excavated tanks. The
proper way to remove tanks
containing gas is to excavate to
the top of the tank and render
the tank inert by diluting the
gasoline vapor, according to
Jim Monkowski of the Hudson
Regional Health Commission.
If the tank contains oil. it can
be pumped out. then cut into
pieces before removal.

In this case, the contractor
simply pumped the materials
into the street and back into
the holes so the tanks could be
removed. according to
Mercado.

By James Efstathiou

Twenty-one members of
the Hoboken police depart-
ment have been reassigned in a
sweeping overhaul intended to
better match the needs of the
department with the talent of
its members, according to
supervisors.

The most notable of the
changes set to take effect to-
morrow is the removal of Capt.
Patrick Iapicca as head of the
Detective Bureau.

Iapicca will take charge of
the newly-created Inspectional
Services Bureau.

In his place, on a provision-
al basis, will be Capt. Carmine
LaBruno. architect of the trans-
fers and other proposed
changes in the Police
Department.

LaBruno said he will not •
formally assume command of
the detective bureau but will
coordinate the efforts of
investigators.

"We're trying to put round
pegs in round holes," said La-
Bruno of the transfers.

"We want the best people
in the right positions," he said.

In the past, transfers to and
from choice positions in the
department have been linked
to the political influence of the
current administration and
some speculated politics might
have had a hand in the latest
moves.

When the transfers were
posted yesterday, a sign ap-
peared in headquar ters
reading:

"Anyone needing help
please call Abad Perez at 1-800-
COP-HELP

The sarcastic reference is
to a Jersey City detective wtio
successfully sued the city
claiming that his transfer was
politically motivated.

But officials, from Mayor
Patrick Pasculli down, denied
that politics had anything to do
with the changes

Pasculli said that he had
instructed those in command of
the department to make gener-
al changes to improve the de-

See 81 HOBOKEN - Page «.



Pasculli defends expansio
Cites pending PA deal as justification

3 .S-
Bv James Efslathiou

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli is defending moves to
expand city government and in-
crease police and lire brass in
the face of stepped-up criti-
cism from minority members of
the- City Council.

Although taxes dropped
slightly this year, thanks to a $7
million up-front payment from
the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey, a deal with the

bistate agency to develop the
city's southern waterfront has
yet to be struck

As negotiations with the
PA. continue, the administra-
tion remains confident that a
deal can be reached by the end
of the year.

A sign of that confidence

was the passage Wednesday
evening of legimlation paving
the way for the addition of
three new directors in City
Hall and police and fire de-
partment promotions.

The reorganization ib es-
sential to improve government
efficiency and the delivery of

services to the public, said
Pasculli

The moves were justified,
he stressed, based on a state
audit of one city department
and a consultant's report,
which has yet to be released, on
the state of the Police
Department.

"The revenues that have
been budgeted in the 1989 mu-
nicipal budget have included
funding for those positions and
we are not limiting our reve-
nue-generating ability simply
to waterfront development,"
said Pasculli.

But Paseulli's critics have

characterized the pending pro-
motions and appointments as
political handouts to those loy-
al to his administration

Such spending, they claim,
weakens the city's negotiating
position with the PA. and
could prove to be a fiscal disas-
ter should the deal fall
through.

"Every time you add a dol-
lar to the city's payroll, you put

See PASCVLLI — Page 1«.

Pasculli defends
expansion plan

At Hoboken High

Joseph Marino, coach

eai Page 1

> n a weaker position
h< the pressure is on
you, protested Councilman Jo-
seph Delia Fave, who voted
against the expansion and
promotions.

"You're weakening your
bargaining position because
the PA. knows you need the
money to pay for these political
jobs."

Just how much the moves
will cost taxpayers depends on
who is being asked

Directors for the newly cre-
ated Departments of Human
Resources and Parks and Pub
lie Property will earn $35,000 a
year based on a salary ordi-
nance adopted Wednesday.

A public safety director is
also expected to be appointed
at the same range.

But the cost of a measure
increasing the number of po
lice captains, lieutenants and
sergeants has yet to be formally
calculated.

Delia Fave said the move
will cost some $160,000 in the
first year if the city fills the
new table of organization, but a
police official disputed that,
claiming the actual figure will
be much less.

Pasculli has admitted
there are several outstanding
issues which have yet to be
resolved after several weeks of
negotiations with the PA.

He has steadfastly main-
tained that he would borrow
through revenue-anticipation
notes to cover the $7 million
up-front payment rather than
put an unfavorable deal on the
table

By DAVID H. LIPPMAW

The Hudson Dispatch / n

COLONIA - Joseph J. Marino,
75, a longtime Hoboken High
School's football coach, d>ed yes-
terday at Rah way Hospital.

Mr. Marino was mourned last
night by Hoboken leaders.

"He was a physical education
teacher when I was in high
school. He was a fine educator
and a great football coach. He
influenced a lot of young men in
this community, and my sym-
pathies are certainly extended to
family. We're going to miss him,"
Hoboken Mayor Patrick Pasculli
said.

Born in Jamaica, Queens, he
graduated from William and
Mary College in Virginia, and
lived here 33 years. Mr. Marino
was a physical education teacher
and head football coach for
Hoboken High for 25 years before
retiring in 1974.

He was line coach for Essex
Catholic High School for eight
years, assistant coach for John

Adams High School in Queens
and coarh for Greenwall Jewelers
Queens Alliance.

Mr Marino was a playground
director in New York City, co-
founder of Iselin Giants Pop
Warner and director of Iselin
Athletic Association. He was in-
ducted to the William and Mary
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1971 and
was a member of William and
Mary Alumni Association, Order
of White Jackets and College of
William and Mary Sigma Rho
Fraternity.

He belonged to American
Legion T. Nulty Post 471 in
Iselin He was a World War II
Navy Veteran.

Mr. Marino was recalled by
Lud Shahbazian, former sports
editor of The Hudson Dispatch, as
a "very good football coach, a
rugged man, who took football
very seriously."

Richard England, a Hoboken
city councilman, said, "He was a
great motivator of c^-'dren, giv-
ing them a reason ti succeed. He
taught me at Demarest High. I

tried out for the football team, but
I couldn't survive him; he was too
tough for me. As a professional,
he was dedicated to his pro-
fession, he strove for success. As
a teacher, he was dedicated, sup
portive, always there. On the
social end, he was a human-
itarian. He would do anything for
ex-students or the community.
Many a time I saw him go to some
social affair for an event for a past
student."

"He was a great man and good
for football and good friend to all
of us who played for him," said
Hoboken police dispatcher,
James Lisa, who played for Mr.
Marino.

Surviving are his mother, Rose
Marino; his wife, Miriam (nee
Evans); a daughter, Jane Ledbet-
ter; and a son, James.

Gosselin Funeral Home in
Edison is handling arrange-
ments.

Toxins feared
at Hoboken lot

Oct. 21, 11

By DAVID REIUY^
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - A vacant lot
found to be the site of an illegal
dumping operation may hold
cancer-causing materials and
about 30,000 gallons of heating
oil, emergency officials said yes-
terday.

The oil, a hazardous material,
was discovered Saturday night in
a city-owned lot at Park Avenue
and 15th Street by two police
officers. It is believed that two
underground tanks on the prop-
erty had been used for an illegal
dumping operation, said Mario
Mercado, city emergency man-
agement coordinator.

A preliminary investigation
conducted since discovery of the
oil found that polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs) and asbestos,
both cancer-causing agents, may
also be on the lot.

"It appears that there are other
chemicals mixed in with the oil,"
Mercado said. "It may have PCBs
laced through it."

The chemicals, classified as
toxic waste, pose "an extreme
danger to health," Mercado said.
Test results from soil samples
taken from the lot are expected to
be known this morning, said Fire
Capt. Jack Lisa, the city's deputy
emergency management coordi-
nator.

Please see TOXINS Page~14

The »ite of a suspected illegal oil dump off Park Avenue in Hoboken
is inspected yesterday in an attempt to determine responsibility for
its operation. DON MCCUV THE HUDSON DISPATCH
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Sewer link
ban may be
lifted soon

The tests are being performed
by the Hudson Regional Health
Commission and United States
Testing Co. of Hoboken, Mercado
said. The commission and state
Environmental Protection De-
partment were called to the prop-
erty when oil was discovered.

After finding oil, officials fear-
ed other materials may have been
dumped on the lot because of the
abnormal plant growth there
Some vegetation was dying from
the ground up, and plants nor-
mally die from the top down, said
Peter Cohen, Hudson County

emergency management coordi-
nator.

Officials are hoping to contract
today with a state-approved
waste-removal company to re-
move the tainted soil. Such an
operation could cost the city from
$40,000 to $60,000, Mercado said,

although the price could be high-
er depending on the materials
found.

State Attorney General's Of-
fice representatives are sched-
uled to inspect the site today for
an investigation into the dump-
ing, Mercado said. It is not vet

By James Efstathiou

The state Department of
Environmental Protection says
Hoboken is improving the way
it treats its wastes.

And Hoboken hopes the
improvement, coupled with
progress on a federally man-
dated plant upgrade, will lead
to easing a four-year sewer
ban.

That could allow develop-
ers to proceed with stalled con-
struction projects.

Construction in the region
served by the plant, which in-
cludes parts of Union City and
Weehawken, has dropped since
1985, developers said. Build-
ings cannot be occupied with-
out sewer permits and banks
are reluctant to offer financing
on such speculative terms.

"Our enforcement people
are somewhat pleased with the
progress they're making in
dealing with their present fa-
cility," said John Hagerty, a
DEP spokesman, referring to
September effluent tests.

The plant has been remov-
ing higher levels of pollutants
since a private firm took over
operation in May.

"But the ban won't be lifted
until such time that they get on
line with construction of the
new facility and they can as-
sure DEP that the present facil-
ity can handle the influx of
additional material," Hagerty
cautioned

The DEP has said the ban
will remain until the plant is
upgraded to secondary treat-
ment. However, DEP has ap-
proved exemptions in the past,
and might do so again on an

interim basis provided certain
conditions are met.

Pollutant levels in waste
water discharged from the
plant have dropped steadily
since May when the Hoboken-
Union City-Weehawken Sew-
age Authority took responsibil-
ity for wastewater treatment.

And, following a bid chal-
lenge by firms competing for
construction contracts for the
plant's $97.6 million rehabilita-
tion, the path has been cleared
to award contracts.

"I know that the develcpers
are anxious," said authority
chairman Richard Wolff. "You
look at this as a business and
you run this business as effi-
ciently as you can. The share-
holders of this business are the
users of this system and you've
got to be responsible to the
shareholders and the develop-
ers are big shareholders."

One of the biggest is Hartz
Mountain industries Inc., de-
velopers of a multi-billion dol-
lar waterfront complex in Wee-
hawken and with plans for
another. Hartz is one of the few
builders which has thrived de-
spite the ban, thanks to a $2.2
million contribution it made to
an interim plant upgrade al-
lowing Hartz to tie its Lincoln
Harbor project into the facility.

But smaller developers
who bought into the improve-
ment project in hope of receiv-
ing permits did not. Randy Re-
veley, a Hoboken builder with
several projects in waiting,
kicked in $280,000 but hasn't
received a single permit.

"If I had my sewer hookups.

See SEWER — Page 5.

Sewage plant
improvement
delayed again EPA picks 2 firms
• VDAV|PH. LIPPMAW

The Hudson Dispatch /O/3

HOBOKEN - Action on a $9.7
million upgrading of the city's
sewage treatment plant was post-
poned last night by the Hoboken-
Weehawken-Union City Sew-
erage Authority pending action
by a Hudson County agency, the
project partners said.

The delay was sought by
George W. Crimmins Jr., Hudson
Cunty Utilities Authority ex-
ecutive director, who said his
agency is to vote on awarding the
two contracts in the plan on
Thursday.

The vote will end eight months
of appeals by contract bidders, and
reviews by the federal En-
vironmental Protection Agency,
and will enable the rehabilitation
project to begin.

The sewerage authority voted
unanimously to postpone action
until Monday's 5:30 p.m. meet-
ing.

Bids were submitted for the
rehabilitation project in May
1988 to the HCUA, but were
rejected by that authority as too
high.

A second round of bids that
were opened March 15 showed
Taylor Woodrow Construction
Corp. of New York as the low-
bidder on the contract for the
water-treatment portion of the
facility, and Morganti-Mars-Nor-
mel, a Connecticut firm, as low-
bidder on the sludge-processing
portion.

However, unsuccessful bidders
challenged the decision by the
HCUA, citing a number of al-
leged irregularities, including

charges that a bid was amended
improperly because it was added
up after it was opened, that sub-
contractors were not listed, that
supporting documents were not
provided and that items were
omitted from a bid.

AN HCUA committee re-
viewed the documents and up-
held Taylor's $62.6 million bid.

The committee rejected
Morganti as low bidder on the
sludge contract, saying the com-
pany had failed to list $11 million
in expenditures on the $32
million application.

Last night, Crimmins
elaborated on that judgment, say-
ing Morganti's final figure at the
bottom of its sheet was $32
million, but its line-by-line list-
ing only added up to $21 million.

HCUA also ruled against a
$34.9 million bid from Terminal
Construction Co. of Wood-Ridge.

The HCUA decision was ap-
pealed to the federal agency. It
took four months for the agency
to decide, but in the end, it issued
a split decision, upholding HCUA
on Taylor and the liquid contract
but backing Terminal as the "low
responsible bidder" on the solid
contract, Crimmins said.

* * •

CRIMMINS SAID last night
he will recommend that his board
award the contracts and that
work begin on the three-year pro-
ject 30 to 60 days after a favorable
vote by the sewerage authority.

The plant will be rehabilitated
so it will remove 85 percent of
pollutants from the wastewater
of Hoboken, Weehawken and
Union City.

as lowest bidders

Sewer ban may be lifted
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I'd be building today." said Re-
veley who has received local
approval for several projects.
"I understand that the city of
Hoboken's future really de-
pends on getting development
back on its feet. I don't think
any of this is going to be built
until the sewer issue is
resolved."

The federally mandated
sewer ban has run into the path
of another federal agency seek-
ing to bail out a bank. When the
government took over Hobo-
ken's failing Elysian Federal
Savings Bank in 1987. officials
hoped the sale of a prime par-
cel at 77 River St. would help
offset the cost of bailout

But after the Federal
Home Loan Bank Board invest-
ed $3 6 million into the 26-unit
condominium rehabilitation,
the DEP forced the project off
the market for failure to have
sewer permits.

"The bank is considered to
be insolvent," said George Her-
nandez, managing agent for the
government. 'Certainly it (sale
of the condos) would help its
recovery."

The City Council has peti-
tioned the state Assembly to
waive the ban for the proposed
Observer Highway Affordable
Housing Project.

Joseph Barry, the develop-
er, said his contract "provides
that the city of Hoboken must

do all things to get us a sewer
hook-up and must give us a
priority in any gallonage that is
available "

"People are really holding
back," said George Vallone Jr.,
of West Bank Construction
Corp. "I think it's slowing
things down tremendously in
the city."

The Hudson County Utili-
ties Authority and the tri-mu-
nicipal authority have sched-
uled meetings this week to
consider awarding contracts
for the plant upgrade and the
authority approved payment of
a $40,000 DEP fine for delaying
work and is forming a commit-
tee to review sewer hookup
applications.

Continued from Page 1
he will recommend that the
board award the contracts.

Richard Wolff, chairman of
the Hoboken Union City-Wee-
hawken Sewerage Authority,
which now runs the plant and
must also approve the con-
tracts, was unavailable for
comment. However, the agen-
cy's financial consultant said
the authority is poised to begin
construction once the contracts
are finalized.

Hoboken and neighboring
communities served by the
plant have been under an EPA
sewer hook-up ban since 1985.
The environmental agency,
which in 1979 sued Hoboken
and other communities for non-
compliance with the Clean Wa-
ter Act, has fined and penal-
ized the city harshly for failing
to meet deadlines for the
upgrade.

It also awarded a $24 mil-
lion grant to the city to assist in
the construction of a secondary
sewage treatment plant which
is expected to remove 85 per-
cent of pollutants from waste
water.

"This delay has allowed
the authority to earn some ad-
ditional interest on its debt
service so that it can accommo-
date some additional construc-
tion costs if required," said fi-
nancial consultant John
Laezza. The agency has bor-
rowed $125 million for its oper-
ating costs and the rehab. "We,
the authority, are ready to com-
mence construction upon the
signing of the contracts pend-
ing no further litigation."

Bids for the rehab initially
were submitted in May, 1988,
but were rejected because they
were too high. The second
round of bids was opened
March 15 and showed Taylor
Woodrow Construction Corp. of
New York as low bidder on the
contract for the liquid train
portion of the plant, and Mor-
ganti-Mars-Normel, a joint ven-
ture, as low bidder on the so-
lids processing contract.

But a host of irregularities
in the bids was revealed and
losing bidders for both jobs

challenged the successful bid-
ders. The protests included
charges that a bid was improp-
erly amended because it was
added up after it was opened,
that subcontractors were not
listed, that supporting docu-
ments were not provided, that
items were omitted from a bid
and that one firm was ineligi-
ble under state law from bid-
ding on a particular job.

"It's not uncommon,' said
Crimmins who oversaw the
opening of the bids. "There's a
lot of money there and the con-
tractors want it. It's not the first
time it happened with bids we
received."

An HCUA protest commit-
tee reviewed the documents
and, in June, determined that
Taylor's bid on the liquid train
contract was valid. However,
the committee deposed Mor-
ganti as low bidder on the so-
lids contract and disqualified
the next lowest bidder. Termi-
nal Construction Corp., leaving
Taylor as low bidder on both#
jobs.

Within days, the decision
was appealed to the EPA with a
ruling expected within a
month, but it took nearly four
months for the EPA to issue its
judgment.

In its findings, the EPA
concurred with the HCUA in
naming Taylor low bidder on
the $62.6 million liquid train
contract. Although the agency
ousted the firm as low bidder
on the solids contract, the com-
pany is not expected to chal-
lenge the ruling unless other
firms take the lead, according
to a company source.

The EPA affirmed the
HCUA ruling that Morganti's
initial low bid on the solids
contract was incomplete. How-
ever, the agency overturned
the HCUA and sustained Ter-
minal's contention that its bid
for the solids contract was
valid.

As a result, the EPA named
Terminal of Wood-Ridge as low
bidder at $34 9 million for that
job. Officials of Morganti, a
Connecticut firm, were un-
available for comment.

known who is responsible for the
operation, he added.

The waste site was discoverd
Saturday when Officers Jose
Rivera and Emil D'Onofrio found
a previously unknown road lead-
ing into the property, which is
underneath the Park Avenue
bridge, Mercado said. The two
traveled through the lot and spot-
ted pools of oil near what was
discovered to be an underground
tank.

Mercado said the two tanks on
the lot are believed to hold about
15,000 gallons of fuel each. It is
believed that dumpers were
using the tanks to illegally dis-
pose of oil, and may also have
poured the material onto the
ground, he said.

The dump is probably the worst
of about 10 sites found in the city
since Jan. 1, Mercado said. Illegal
dumpers have poured oil into city
sewers a number of times this
year.

The city's location as a transit
hub with access to the New Jer-
sey Turnpike and both Lincoln
and Holland tunnels makes it a
prime site for dumpers, Mercado
said. They are aided by a large
number of unknown under-
ground tanks left over from old
manufacturing sites, he added.

Sewerage
low bids
certified
By James Efstathiou

After eight months and two
appeals, the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency has iden-
tified two construction firms as
low bidders on contracts for a
$97.6 million upgrade of Hobo-
ken's sewage treatment plant.

Barring further objections
by losing contractors who must
go to court if the wish to chal-
lenge the EPA's decision, last
week's move clears the way for
local sewerage agencies to
award the contracts.

Under that scenario, no-
tices for the firms to proceed in
what is expected to be a three-
year, federally mandated re-
hab could go out in 30 to 60
days, an official said.

The Hoboken plant will
also serve Weehawken and
parts of Union City.

Officials of firms that lost
out on the contracts were un-
available for comment and it
was uncertain whether they
would challenge the ruling.

The Hudson'County Utili-
ties Authority has scheduled a
meeting Thursday at its Jersey
City offices to consider award-
ing the jobs. HCUA Executive
Director George Crimmins said



Frank Viggiano,
a master barber
ByJEFFMEYIPEWLAH

Dtspatch Obituarv Wnter /^. ^

HOBOKEN' - As owner 01
Paramount Barber Shop here,
Frank G Viggiano cut hair "the
old-style wa\ ior more than 50
years.

Mr. Viggiano began his hair
cutting career in the early 1930s
at Scambati Barbershop. After
several years, he purchased th<
business and renamed it, said hi>
daughter, Amelia Quintano of
Ridgefield.

He operated the barber shop at
315 Washington St. until last
month when he was stricken with
stomach and liver cancer, and the
business closed, she said.

"He was an old-style barber,"
Mrs. Quintano said "He gave his
last haircut in the beginning of
September, to my husband
Prank."

Mr Viggiano, a lifelong city
resident who for years had a lead
ing role in the Elks Lodge here,
died Thursday at home. He was
76.

Born March 9, 1913, Mr. Vig
giano grew up with a love for
music. In his late teens, he played
banjo and mandolin for Ben Bati
and his Rainbow Serenaders, a
seven-man band that played
popular dance music, his daugh-
ter said. The band was led by a
friend, Ben Scambati, whose
father was the original owner of
the barbershop on Washington
Street, she said.

Mr. Viggiano married Bella
Lomolino on April 15, 1934, in
the New Coop catering hall in
Union City. Music was provided
by a band whose singer Mr. Vig-
giano was especially fond of —
Frank Sinatra — she said.

"The band was booked, and the
singer happened to be Sinatra
(who grew up in Hobokenl," Mrs.
Quintano said. "My father was a
big fan of his He had photos of

FRANK G. VIGGIANO
Played banjo, mandolin

him and other stars in the
barbershop."

With Elks Lodge 74 here, Mr.
Viggiano devoted much time to
helping children with multiple
sclerosis.

"He and other members used to
(each)take a child in a wheelchair
suffering from multiple sclerosis
and other diseases to Radio City
Music Hall," Mrs Quintano said.

Mr. Viggiano was exalted ruler
of Lodge 74 in 1970. On Sunday,
the lodge held a service for him at
Earl F. Bosworth Funeral Home,
311 Willow Ave. here, his daugh-
ter said.

"They spoke about how much
work he did for the Elks," she
said, "how he closed the
barbershop early to help the
lodge as house chairman."

At his barbershop, he would cut
what many call "the clean look"
and other hairstyles, and friends
would visit him for hours "with
coffee and buns," his daughter
said.

"People used to come from all
over" for a haircut from Mr. Vig-
giano, his wife said.

Mr. Viggiano is also survived
by three grandchildren and two
great-granddaughters.
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By James Efstalhiou

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli hopes to move closer
today toward his vision of a
developed waterfront.

The City Council will hold
a special meeting tonight to
discuss a blight designation
and redevelopment plan pro-
posed by the Pasculli
administration.

The administration is pur-
suing a two-tiered plan to cre-
ate a mixed-use project on a 31-
acre, city-owned parcel
between the NJ Transit train
terminal and Stevens Institute
of Technology.

On one side, the city is en-
gaged in negotiations on a
lease agreement with the Port
Authority.

If a deal is struck, the P.A.
and City Council will act as
partners in a redevelopment
plan for the area.

The two parties signed a
principles of agreement state-
ment in April spelling out the
general terms of the lease and
providing an up-front payment
of $7 million to the city.

The administration's nego-
tiating team met all day Friday
to plot strategy for the crucial
final phase of talks.

Should negotiations with
the P.A. fail, the blight designa-
tion would make it easier to
attract a private developer

Tonight's Tfte$tiAt'iWVf
called to facilitate approvals
on the blight and redevelop-
ment plan.

The Planning Board is ex-
pected to release initial find-
ings on its blight investigation
Thursday.

"There's been some sticky
points and some hard points
that we've been hammering
away at that are going to re-
quire some real tough negotia-
tions," said Council President
E. Norman Wilson.

"But overall, things are go-
ing well and the city so far is in
a good position."

The council already sub-
mitted a report to the Planning
Board justifying the blight
designation.

The study found that the
city's southern waterfront,
once a bustling economic cen-
ter, has been underutilized for
years.

"The main point of (the
blight investigation) is if we
don't go with the PA., we've got
the process started," said busi-

See WATERFRONT - Page 4.

Sewerage upgrade advances
Continued from Page I flVAlN New York. J - J *Continued from Page 1
agreement transferring contVol
of the Hoboken plant from the
city of Hoboken to the tri-eity
sewerage authority and the
HCUA

The individual municipal-
ities approved the sale last
month. It netted Hoboken $8.5
million.

• Awarding a $62,690,502
construction contract to Taylor
Woodrow Construction Corp.,

New York. J '
• Awarding a $32,256,000

construction contract to Mor-
ganti. Mars and Normel of
Woodbridge.

Passing the resolutions
completed the HCL'A's role in
negotiations that began in 1987,
soon after the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency
awarded a $29 million grant for
the upgrading of the Hoboken
plant

U S . manager
now directing
Elysian Federal

pJ
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - The saga of the
struggling Elysian "Federal Sav
ings Bank has taken another
turn as the New York-based con-
sulting concern that had been
managing the thrift for the past
two years terminated its con-
tract. *

The institution now will be run
by a managing agent employed
by the federal agency created
early this year to deal with the
nation's troubled savings and
loan industry.

Rochester (NY.) Consulting
Associates had run the bank
gince it was hired by Elysian's
Board of Directors in September
1987. The consulting team was
brought in to pick up the pieces
left behind when a number of the
thrift's officers, including Presi-
dent Ernest Badaracco Jr., re-
signed suddenly. It later was
learned that Badaracco had
greatly overstated the bank's as-
sets during his tenure and that
during 1987, the thrift had lost
$30 million in accounts and its
net worth had dropped $12.5
million.

In February, the Federal De-

dream may
come true

posit Insurance Corp. reviewed
and endorsed Rochester Consult-
ing's efforts to revive Elysian,
saying the consulting team
should continue managing the
bank.

At the same time, the thrift's
Board of Directors was dissolved
when Elysian was placed in feder-
al conservatorship, with assets of
minus $400,000 This made it one
of the healthier savings institu
tions to be assisted by President
Bush's savings and loans bailout
plan.

The Resolution Trust Corp.,
which now manages Elysian, as
well as 200 other institutions na-
tionwide, was created as part of
that bailout plan

George Hernandez, who works
for Resolution Trust and has been
at Elysian as a credit specialist
since February, is the thrift's new
managing agent He said he was
"personally sorry that RCA left,"
but said the firm had given ap-
propriate notice of its action,
which was taken last week.
Hernandez added that there is
"nothing sinister" about the situ-
ation He said he has already
hired one new officer and that
more would likely be employed in
the near future.

Waterfront
dream may
come true
Continued from Page 1
ness administrator Edwin
Chius.

The area can be blighted
by the council after the Plan-
ning Board reviews it and is-
sues a recommendation.

"The basic idea here is,
you've got a huge tract of land
owned by the city and the city
wants to develop it in an inte-
grated plan," said Planning
Board attorney George Pappas.

"But it doesn't have to be
the P.A. They could take that
redevelopment plan and nego-
tiate with another developer."

Negotiations with the PA.
are reaching the point at which
each side will have to consider
giving in on key issues, accord-
ing to Chius.

Some of the sticking points
are believed to be a condition
that a sewer ban be lifted be-
fore the P.A. hands over anoth-
er $3 million, and the term of
contracts the P.A. can offer pri-
vate developers.

Asked when a final agree-
ment could be put on the table,
Chius replied, "My time line is
to get a $7 million check on
Dec. 29."

Sewerage.
upgrade
advances

The Hudson County Utili-
ties Authority took action last
night to bring a federally man-
dated $95 million upgrading of
Hoboken's sewage treatment
plant and the lifting of a Hobo-
ken sewer linkup ban for new
developments closer to
fruition.

All that remains is for the
Hoboken-Union City-Weehaw-
ken Sewage Authority to ap-
prove the arrangements at its
meeting Monday night in Hobo-
ken and for the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion to give its approval, said
HCUA Executive Director
George Crimmins Jr.

Crimmins said the tri-com-
munity authority is expected to
give its approval and the HCUA
expects to be notified of the
DEP's decision soon afterward.

HCUA Chairman Sal
Leanza said he expects the re-
habilitation work to begin in
about 45 days.

The HCUA resolutions, all
passed unanimously, call for
the following:

• Approval of a service

See SEWERAGE — Page 6.

Hoboken may halt
'right on red' turns

NO
RIGHT
TURN

ON RED

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - A new ordinance
prohibiting right turns at red
traffic signals at many inter-
sections is expected to be passed
by City Council on Wednesday

The change effects 21 inter-
sections, including every one on
Washington Street, the city's
main thoroughfare. Signs began
appearing on Washington Street
yesterday

The ordinance was proposed by
Councilman Norman Wilson. He
said yesterday he made the
proposal after receiving numer-
ous complaints from citizens,
many of them elderly, who were
scared to cross the street.

HE SAID people are so fearful
of being struck by vehicles in one
of the city's busy intersections
that they have taken to crossing
the street in the middle of the
block.

Wilson said drivers abuse the
"right turn on red" law and do

>t yield for pedestrians as they
are supposed to. He said the worst
offenders were trucks.

William Visser, who works in
the traffic safety division of the
North Jersey's American Auto-
mobile Association, said he didn't
have any statistics on accidents
related to drivers abusing the law
allowing right turns at red traffic
signals.

He did say that the the associa-
tion now teaches children to look
for vehicles not just both ways at
street corners, but "all ways and
around the corner."

THE 45 new signs informing
drivers of the change will cost a
total of $300, said Roy Haack, city
public works director.

Drivers have already begun
stopping at the recently posted
signs, even though the traffic rule
change still must be approved by
the Hudson County Board of
Freeholders and the state Depart-
ment of Transportation, officials
said.

Hoboken Mayor Patrick P««culli, toft. Installs • no right turn on r«o"
sign. Looking on, city Councilman David Roberts and Council
President Norman WtKon. HUDSON DISPAJCH STAH= PHOT

Cops, DARE bear, carry crusade
against drug abuse into schools

By James Efstathiou

The Hoboken Police
partment would like grammar
school age children throughout
the city to rebel.

Armed with Teddy-bears
and a nationally-acclaimed
drug education program, the
cops are teaching kids how to
resist peer pressure to use
drugs and alcohol.

The Drug Abuse Resis
tance Education program is de-
signed to teach youngsters how
to withstand the many subtle
pressures that prompt them to
experiment with alcohol and
marijuana. It has been intro-
duced to 16 fifth- and sixth-
graders in five public and pri-
vate schools by Sgt Edward
Garcia and Officer James Fitz-
simmons of the police anti-vice
squad.

Yogi, the DARE Bear, is
one of several conceptual tools
the officers use to build a bond
between themselves and the
students. To help deliver the
anti-drug message, police first
try to teach the children that
they are people, too, and, even
friends.

"He's a very nice police-
man," Danielle LaBiuzza, a
fifth-grader in Our Lady of
Grace School, said of Garcia.
Before meeting the officer, La-
Biuzza thought all policemen
were simply tough guys who
never had any fun and just
wanted to do their jobs.

But during the lesson and
in classrooms all over the city,
children nearly climb over
each other to be called on to
answer the officers' questions.
The program works, according
to police, because it enables
them to develop one-on-one re-
lationships with the children.

Children in the program
are given workbooks with exer-
cises and tests geared to build
their self-esteem and offer
them tactics on how to resist
peer pressure. In one section,

Joomd photo by Scott Lrtudty

Hoboken Police Sgt. Ed Garcio introduces Yogi, the DARE bear, to a class at the Connors School.

children are presented with a
series of statements —• which
they must decide are true or
false — keyed around the
theme, "Decisions About Grow-
ing Up:"

e When you stand up and
look someone in the eye, they
will probably respect what you
have to say.

• If you want to have a good
time at a party, you must drink
beer.

• It's okay to smoke tobacco
if you don't inhale.

A DARE question box re-
mains in the classroom
throughout the week and chil-
dren can submit questions
anonymously which the offi-
cers answer upon their return.
In addition, the weekly visits
spark debate and questions
that carry over to other classes,
according to teachers.

"I love his approach be-
cause he's an authority figure
and at the same time, he's very
approachable," said science
teacher Lillian Curras, who.

once a week, turns her class
over to Garcia.

Questions submitted by the
children reveal their concern
and curiosity over drugs and
police work in general.

"Why can't people stop tak-
ing drugs?" DiMartino asked.

"If someone has a knife,
would you use a gun to defend
yourself?" asked Josh
Feliciano.

Steve Aguiar wanted to
know how drugs affect people,
while Ann Marie Prado asked,
"If you take drugs once and
stop, what happens?"

"Most kids today spend too
much time alone," Curras said,
referring to the growing num-
ber of single-parent homes.
"They have to make more deci-
sions that I didn't have to or
you didn't have to, even what to
do with their spare time."

DARE is designed to give
kids the tools they will eventu-
ally need to make those deci-
sions, Garcia said The kids are
coached on response styles to

pressure situations and offered
the opportunity to role-play in
make-believe situations.

"They're the ones that are
more likely to submit to peer
pressure," said Garcia of the
program's target group of fifth-
and sixth-graders.

Police hope to expand the
program next year and to reach
out to all students in that age
group. The city school board
has endorsed the program and
offered materials and other as-
sistance. The officers are also
reaching out to community and
parent groups

Both Garcia and Fitzsim-
mons agree that the response
has been overwhelming and,
judging by the comments of
their students, the message is
getting across.

"Why do they want to do
that?" said LaBiuzza when
asked what she thinks when
seeing people high on drugs.
"Why do they want to ruin their
life?"

HOBOKEN
tONTINUtD fROM PAGE 1

Contingency plan

P.A. pact
worrying
Hoboken
By E D W A R D K. 8 H A N A H A N

The Hudson Dispatch J J J

HOBOKEN - With the mu-
nicipal budget hinging on its
waterfront development agree-
ment with the Port Authority,
the city is preparing a final plan
that includes contingencies in
case the pact with the bistate
agency falls through, officials
said yesterday.

At a special meeting scheduled
for Monday at City Hall, the City
Council will consider steps to
keep the development plan alive
in the unlikely event that talks
with the Port Authority break
down, officials said.

The contingencies include
working with a private developer
instead of the Port Authority, or
borrowing the $7 million the city

Please see HOBOKEN Page 8

included in its 198y budget based
on a preliminary agreement with
the agency.

The Port Authority and the city
••set the tiamewoik ior an agree-
mint on May 11, marking the
btginniiig of negotiations over
the waterfront plan.

At the time, both sides said
they expected to reach a final
agi'eemtntby September in order
to move ahead on plans that
would create homes, parks and
offices on the site of the city's
abandoned piers.

Although tho talks have ex-
tended past the deadline, rep-
resentatives of the city and the
Pint Authority said it appears

they will reach agreement.
The Port Authority is "pleased

with the earnestness of negotiat-
ing efforts to date and we look
forward to a timely and success-
ful conclusion," spokesman Alan
Morrison said yesterday.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli said
talks are proceeding to his satis-
faction, but there are still some
outstanding issues to be settled.

He said he believes "it's im-
portant to get the project under
way," adding that the special
council meeting is designed to
expeditite the zoning issues for
the project as the budget year
winds down.

At the meeting, the council will
consider sending the necessary

zoning ordinance changes to the
Planning Board.

At the Same time, the council
will begin discussing the amend-
ments so that they can immedi-
ately move on them when the
Planning Board makes its rec-
ommendations.

The council is also expected to
approve a slightly modified
blighting map of the.waterfront
site at the meeting. The blighted
area was extended to include
sidewalks along River Street.

All of this must be done so thaat
the city is prepared to go ahead
with the project with private de-
velopers in case an agreement is
not reached with the Port
Authority.

Hoboken to bar right-on-red
By Junes Efctathiw /0

A long-ignored 1959 Hoboken traffic ordinance prohib-
iting right turns at red lights is finally expected to be
implemented.

The 1959 law, which prohibits the turns at certain hours
of the day, has been amended and will now forbid the right-
on-red 24-hours a day. The measure will come up for a final
reading at Wednesdays City Council meeting and is expect-
ed to pass without opposition.

"No Right On Red" signs were installed at certain
intersections yesterday and are eventually expected to be
in place throughout the city.

The move comes on the heels of another traffic change
in the area of the NJ Transit terminal where pedestrians
have for long been forced to dodge vehicles at the heavily
travelled intersection.

The new pattern has received positive feedback, ac-
cording to Lt John Aiello of the traffic division, who said
the area has become "less hectic" and safer for pedestrians.
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Hudson County: Then and Now

Views of Hoboken show dramatic change
,,; _._j,_» ^ »K««i-««/ F.I vman Fielda. BM1 tatcr mm M - ^ . f ••We are Handing at th

the Palisades, in Jersey City's
Heights, ju* south af Rberview
Park, Paterm Plank Road i»
directly below and looking north
east, we we Hoboken

The arc*
w h e r e
Hoboken and
also lower
Jersey City
now stand u
m u c h
changed from
its natural
topography.
The name ^ ^ ^

Hoboken," f f l l l
derived from % % f l l
in Indian term, orig^naily

Elysian Field*, ami teter &tm m
a bedrooM eoamunity for af-
fiant New York set-chants and
MteHMMda, was ukereastBgly
Hewing a working-class town.
Hoboken's growing dockyards,
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piied to an island which, to the
•ast fronted on the Hudson River
ind, to the west, was separated
from the "mainland" of the
Heights by a lowland swamp that
itretched back to the baw of the
Palisade*. This swamp was not
unlike the wetlands of the
Hackensack Meadowlands. Only
*bout half of present-day
Hoboken stands on old Hoboken
Island. The rest of the city was
suilt on landfill that coven the
i)d swamp.

Our old photo was taken in
1895 by Alfred Wenzel Sr, uncle
jf Theodore Conrad, one of this
jotan&'i authors Part of the
swampland that extended out
(TORI the base of the Palisades
was still clearly visible in 1895.
The process of draining and fill
ing the swamp was, however,
under way. The rail line, visible
below the Plank Road, and the
side streets branching off from
the track bed were built on fill.
Indeed, as early as the middle of
the 19th century, land specu-
lators had begun to enlarge old
Hoboken Island by draining and
filling the adjoining swampland.

» In the distance of our old view,
the apartment buildings, ware-
houses and tenements of a still-
growing Hoboken could be seen.
Many of the buildings visible
were built just a few years before
our photo was taken.

By 1895, Hoboken, which was
initially developed as the resort

railroads, and factories were at-
tracting a growing population of
laborers, many of whom were
immigrants.

Further in the distance, and at
the extreme right of our old
photo, could be seen the trees of
Castle Point and the tower of
Stevens Castle In the far dis-
tance could be seen Manhattan.
The most prominent features of
the pre 1900 Manhattan skyline
were the twin spires of St.
Patrick's Cathedral

The nature of this column is to
highlight the changes that have
occurred in local scenes during
the century. Some changes have
been relatively minor: clapboard
shingles covered by aluminum, a
cornice removed, old carbon arc
street lamps replaced by modern
fixtures, and the like. Other
changes, however, were more
dramatic: the difference between
our old and modern views is ex-
traordinary.

The swampland so prominent
in our old view has been filled in
and built upon. The last remnant
of the swamp disappeared in the
early 1950s when the housing
project that dominates the fore-
ground of our modern view was
built. The big buildings had to be
erected on pilings, driven down to
bedrock through 160 feet of the
soft silt and fill of the old swamp.
Behind the housing project, many
apartment houses were added
after 1895, these too erected on
filled swampland.

im modem «ie*» was torn.tM. mod-n * » was buHt

To aid development U%I i n Hit P H 3 TG 3

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN

The Hudson Dispatch / Or3> /
HOBOKEN - In a special meeting last Sinatra Unve miu « . , ^ . -

night, the City Council approved a planned streets that border the proposed
waterfront development project's expanded a r e a t o be developed to the east,
blight map, which now includes parts of two City Law Director Eugene O'Connell said
streets and an area containing a bank and the t n i s c n a n g e was adopted so that when the
city s Post Office. projectbegins, the city will be able to upgrade

Four other resolutions related to the pro sidewalks along the two streets,
ject, that were scheduled to be discussed at T h e o t h e r change in the map, revised by the
the session, were held over until the council s b o a r d a n d a d o p t e d by the council, would
regular meeting tomorrow. extend the development area at its southwest said last week tney are l u , u ,

With minimal discussion, the altered c o r ner to include a block on River Street agreement on the project will be reached
blight map was approved by a 7-1 margin, between Firs* and Newark streets. soon.

a road next to the cny s rumw. . .
St. for access to the proposed waterfront
residential and office complex. He added that
the city would have to obtain permission from
the federal government to use the road.

Negotiations between the city and the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey to
develop the area are still ongoing. Both sides
said last week they are confident a final
agrei "' *~"J

soon.

t map was approved by

O ^ a n d volved with the A I D S J =

Continued from Page 1
Despite that, the state is

late in AIDS activism, she said.
New York and California, with
their large, mobilized gay com-
munities, are in the forefront
in services and support for peo-
ple with AIDS.

"We have a lot of catching
up to do." she said.

The federal government's
"slow response" has also sty-
mied local communities' ef-
forts to help afflicted resi-
dents, she added. The North
Hudson program's support
comes solely from local com-
munities' contributions. She
praised West New York Mayor
Anthony M. DeFino and Union
City Mayor Robert Menendez,
as well as Assemblyman Ber-
nard Kenny, for support in cre-
ating the task force.

In Hoboken, Forest coordi-
nated efforts of business, edu-
cation, health and social-ser-
vice professionals to provide a
comprehensive support and

services network for persons
with AIDS and their families.

Forest hopes to organize
individual programs in each of
the other council municipal-
i t ies — Weehawken. Union
City, North Bergen, West New
York, Guttenberg and Secau-
cus — but acknowledges she
may have to combine forces in
some communities. "It's going
to be quite a challenge. Each
town has its own require-
ments," she said.

She said she will stress the
needs of Spanish-speaking res-
idents in the program, provid-
ing all information in Spanish
as well as English and recruit-
ing bilingual volunteers.

The mainstay of Hoboken's
task force was a group of 75
volunteers — many actually
from North Hudson communi-
tis. They become "buddies" to
people with AIDS, visiting
them in hospitals or helping
them at home.

"I always say AIDS is like a

war. It brings out the best and
worst of people at the grass-
roots level," she said. She said
she expects to draw out the
"best" people in North Hudson
as volunteers.

Forest put together a com-
prehensive referral service,
presented seminars in schools
and coordinated fund-raising
campaigns.

"People with AIDS and
their families used everything
we raised," she said. "From
buying diapers to food to the
cost of the funerals."

Forest first became in-

volved with the AIDS issue
when a friend was diagnosed
with the disease eight years
ago.

Frustrated with- "govern-
ment inaction," she jumped at
the chance to participate in
Mayor Patrick Pasculli's task
force as a representative of the
Hoboken Community Develop-
ment Agency.

"My hope is that I will no
longer be doing this as soon as
possible," Forest said. "That
they will have either achieved
a treatment if not cure. It will
at least not be a fatal disease."

Hoboken sewage plant
contraciTare finally let

. _ .L ._«I^- , t« »,«n w,th the resolutions to th<

By EarlM*r*a«

After years of living with
the Threat of state and federal
lv imposed fines and with theLsTS.on of trying to find a
contractor, the Tri-City Sewer
age Authority last night award-
ed contracts for a sewage-treat-
ment plant for Hoboken West
New York and Weehawken

The Tri-City Sewerage Au-
thority, representing the three
municipalities, voted last night
to award a $62 milUon contract
to Taylor Woodrow Construe
tion of New York to build the
first phase of the project that

will use a new technology to
upgrade the Hoboken sewer-
age plant.

The second contract, for
$349 million, was awarded to
the Terminal Construction Co..
of Wood-Ridge

Executive Director George
Crimnuns of the Hudson Coun-
ty Utilities Authority, which
oversees all sewerage plant
construction in the county, said
construction of the plant can
start as soon as the state De-
partment of Environmental
Protection approves.

Crimmins said an aide will
probably deliver the applica-

tion with the resolutions to the
DEP today . t „

He would not s P f " 1 ^ * "
to how soon the state agency
might give the project a green

18 The new technology, a'gas-
ification ' process, filter* liq-
uid sludge through san<t

The sludge is baked into
pellets which are then burned
to power the plant

The first contract awarded
last night is to construe the
facility for processing H
sludge.

See HOBOKEN - Page 4.

. . . , ? . ».-.*.» «,.,!»throush ful competitors. _ , ^ .
C'OBtinurd from Page 1

The second contract is for
the plant preparing pellets.

Although the contracts are
awarded in two parts, officials
say construction of the facili-
ties will be simultaneous.

All three municipalities
have been under a federal
mandate to upgrade their sew-
erage facilities and faced fines
if they failed to do so.

In addition, proclaiming
the municipalities' sewerage
facilities were inadequate to
handle any increase flow, the
federal and state governments
hit them with sewer hookup
bans to prevent ne~w buildings
and construction projects from
tying new lines into the sewer
system without an exemption.

Several attempts by Hobo-
ken to attract bidders for the
project failed.

When bidders did respond.

the HCUA had to wade through
a flurry of challenges the losers
launched against their success-

ful competitors.
That resulted

delays.

in further

Former Hoboken official
to oversee AIDS program

III In? rnmmiinitv Development Agency employee. .
By SEBASTIAN P'CtlA
The Hudson Dispatch

Jean Forest, a former coordinator for the
Hoboken Mayor's Task Force on AIDS was ap-
pointed yesterday to direct development of an AIDS
and drug education program sponsored by the
North Hudson Council of Mayors.

The program is scheduled to offer all North
Hudson communities access to educational pro-
grams, information and referral services address-
ing acquired immune deficiency syndrome and
drug abuse, said Mayor Anthony DeFino of West
New York.

Forest will coordinate the combined programs,
using the model of the Hoboken task force, which
she organized and implemented «« a Hoboken

Community Development Agency employee.
The task force coordinated the efforts of local city

hospitals, education, health and service agencies
with public officals, professionals and volunteers to
establish a support network for persons with AIDb
and their familes.

The seven municipalities receiving services and
establishing their own task forces, educatwnal
programs and fund-raising and volunteer efforts
are Union City, West New York, Weehawken,
Secaucus, North Bergen, Guttenberg and Hoboken.

Drue prevention and education programs focus-
ing on AIDS and its link to drug use wdl also be
available to communities, DeFino said. Early this
month a presentation to three grades in a Hoboken
gTammarPschool will start the program, he said.

Psychiatric ward opens for children
-J-~.rL sssKssr-"- js&sizfez w g atJsJ

Hudson County's first chil-
dren ' s psychiatric ward
opened yesterday at St Mary
Hospital in Hoboken.

The 19-bed in-patient Chil-
dren's Crisis Intervention Ser-
vices unit will care for children
under 18 who suffer from emo-
tional disorders, including de-
pression, out-of-control behav-
ior or attempted suicide.

"This is not for the child
who doesn't get along with his
or her parents. That we can
deal with through community
services," said Juan Otero,

clinical psychologist and direc-
tor of the program.

"It's for the child who has
the fight and afterwards be-
comes violent to the point
where the parents fear for
their safety and the child's
safety?*

A team of doctors and ther-
apists will evaluate children to
determine whether hospital-
ization is required. A judge
must sign the final commitment
order and update it period-
ically.

Children can remain in the
ward for a maximum of 28 days.
There is no minimum stay.

Before CCIS opened its
doors, Hudson parents had to
send their children to facilities
in Elizabeth or Denville. Coun-
ty health officials have been
working with local hospitals
for years to provide children's
psychiatric care.

St. Mary already operated
an adolescent substance abuse
program and a detoxification
center for children.

The hospital's sixth floor
was refurbished to make more
room for those services and
CCIS.

"A lot of people have been
working very hard for this day

for a long time," Otero said
during the ward's dedication.

"We've finally done it, and
we're ready to admit our first
child Monday."

Children admitted to the
hospital will undergo group
and individual therapy and
family counseling. The doctors
and nurses will also help them
learn ways to channel their en-
ergies and express their
feelings.

Care will not stop when the
children return home. They
will continue with counseling
and after-school programs af-
ter they leave CCIS, Otero said.

Tri-town agency

Sewer
pacts
get OK
Treatment plant moves
ahead after long battle

Mayors
join war
on AIDS
By Ellen Moodie * / >w<a.

The North Hudson Council
of Mayors has created an AIDS
and drug abuse task force and
budgeted $40,000 for a director
and some expenses.

Modeled after the Hoboken
Mayor's Task Force on AIDS,
the program will be adminis-
tered by Jean Forest, a former
Hoboken task force director.

The offices will likely be
located in space donated by the
Union City Community Devel-
opment Agency, she said.

AIDS (Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome) is
spread through exchange of
body fluids — usually in sexual
intercourse or by sharing con-
taminated needles. It destroys
the body's immunity so even
simple colds threaten victims'
lives.

It first spread through the
homosexual and intravenous
drug-user population, but het-
erosexuals are equally suscep-
tible to infection, recent statis-
tics show. Forest said. Women
and teenagers are considered
the most at risk today, she said.

"New Jersey has the larg-
est heterosexual population
with AIDS. It's considered a
weathervane state for the rest
of the country," she said.

See MAYORS - Page 13.

By DAVID H U P P M A N .
The Hudson Dispatch io/si

HOBOKEN - A $97 million
sewage treatment plant project
moved a step closer to reality last
night as the Hoboken-Union
City-Weehawken Sewerage
Authority approved the two con-
struction contracts for the plant
by two 5-1 votes.

The sole dissenter in the voting
at City Hall was Abraham Antun
of Union City, who has opposed
the technology proposed for the
project.

The vote, coming after a year of
legal battles, clears the way for
Hudson County Utilities
Authority, the sewerage agency's
partner in the project, to ask the
state Environmental Protection
Department for air quality per-
mits. Following that move, con-
struction could begin in 30 to 60
days.

Completion of the project has
been seen by state officials as a
major factor in lifting the sew-
erage hookup ban here. The new
facility is expected to remove 85
percent of pollutants from the
three municipalities" sewage.

"I have serious reservations
with what I've heard today. I am
not assured this will work,"
Antun said before casting his

Please see

PACTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

vote. "It is no reflection on the
work of the bidders."

Antun objected to the new
technologies being used in the
plant, saying there are dangers —
both legal and environmental —
if the systems break down. ,

HCUA Executive Director i
George W. Crimmins Jr. said that |
among the new technologies '
being used is a system that turns
sludge into pellets, bakes them
and uses them as fuel to generate
electricity in the plant, thus
creating a cyclical source of
power. Sludge, he said, would
thus become a source of electric
power.

Antun's objections were echoed
by authority Chairman Richard
Wolff, who, while pressing for-
ward with the plans, said he
understands and appreciates
Antun's concerns.

Work on the $97 million plant
is broken down into two contracts
— a $62.6 million award to Taylor
Woodrow Construction Corp. of
New York to build the water
treatment part of the facility, and
a $34.9 million contract to Ter-
minal Construction Co. of Wood-
Ridge to build the sludge treat-
ment portion.

The authority's vote last night
followed a 7-0 vote last week by
the HCUA approving the con-
tract.

The vote comes after more than
a year of legal battles. Bids were
submitted to the HCUA in May
1988, but rejected. A second
round of bids opened March 15
showed Taylor Woodrow as low
bidder for the water treatment
portion.

Waterfront parcel
"declared blighted
by planning board

* " i ..;„ aorti-oceivolv with till
By James Efstathiou

The 30-acre waterfront par-
cel where Hoboken planners
hope to erect a sprawling
mixed-use development is in
fact a blighted property, ac-
cording to the Hoboken Plan-
ning Board.

The board reached that de-
termination at a hearing this
week and will recommend that
the City Council formally de-
clare the area blighted at a
special meeting on Nov. 17

The council initiated the
process to blight its waterfront
parcel in February. If city law-
makers agree with the board,
the agency designated to devel-
oper the property, be it the Port
Authority or City Council, will
have broader and more sweep-
ing control over the project.

Hoboken is negotiating
with the PA on a lease agree-
ment to develop the site and
has accepted a $7 million up-
front payment on the pending
deal. If a deal is not struck,
administration officials said
the blight designation will
make it easier to solicit bids
from private developers and
move ahead on an alternative
plan.

Anti-administration mem-
bers of the council have criti-
cized the negotiating process
claiming that the up-front pay-
ment and other elements in a
preliminary agreement have
compromised the city ability to

bargain aggressively with the
l'A The administration has
promised that a deal with the
PA will be on the table before
the end of the year.

Concurrent with the blight
study is the creation of a rede-
velopment plan for the parcel,
bounded by the NJ Transit ter-
minal on the south and Stevens
Institute of Technology on the
north, which the council intro-
duced earlier in the week. That
plan has been referred to the
Planning Board for a hearing
on Thursday

The city may designate an
area as blighted if any one of
five conditions exist, according
to state land use laws. In this
case, the board determined
that:

• The use of the area and
its piers as a shipping port has
eased leaving the piers aban
oned and in a state of
isrepair

• The land has not been lm
•roved in more than 10 years
,nd was not likely to be im-
,roved through private capital

• The area has a negative
mpact on the city since its di-

lapidated buildings prevent
public access to the Hudson
Kiver.

• The division of titles to
the parcel (partly owned by the
city, the state of New Jersey
and the federal government)
prevents the land from being
utilized in a useful manner



Gay nightclub opening tonight in Hoboken
\y Same* EfstatMe* ,~J rJ„ advertised exclusively in gay tracts the gay community, but it also ansontheOasi* U ^ K « ^ ,n—.;EfstatUe*

Hudson • ga/a'nd leSbian
community i u>d to turn out in
§mt» tonight lot the grand opening of
Hoboken s first publicly advertised
gay nightclub.

The Excalibur, formerly a dance
club at 10th'and Jefferson streets, has
been converted from its prior use into
a night spot that will cater to the
area's gay community Club operators
are hoping the bar will become a focal
point for the social and community
life of area gays and lesbians

The decision (to convert to a gay
club) came from a lot of reasons; spe-
cifically there was an outcry from gay
people to have their own place in
Hoboken and Hudson County." said
club manager Christopher Paull. "It
took the strong determination and
strong will of the owner to say it's
about time."

The owner, who is not gay. has also
taken what some consider to be a bold
step by advertising a gay bar in local
newspapers. Gay bars have typically

advertised exclusively in gay
publications.

i t ' s needed in this area right
now." said the club owner, who asked
that his name not be revealed.
"There's no place for these people to

go. 1 just felt that.it could be a bigger
success down here."

The fear is that despite a greater
acceptance of gays in Hoboken over
the past several years, openly ac-
knowledging the spot as a gay club
might invite gay-bashing or other
forms of harassment The club is locat-
ed on the western edge of the city
across from the high school field
house

Recognizing that concern, the
club has hired internal security and
off-duty police officers to patrol the
grounds.

"I think that Christopher (Paull) is
very bold and whoever the owner is is
very bold for advertising in the Gold
Coast," said Louis Hernandez, a gay
Hoboken businessman. "A lot of peo-
ple were concerned about it being
made public because it not only at-

tracts the gay community, but it also
could attract a bad element."

Hernandez has lived in Hoboken
for nine years and seen a steady im-
provement in the city's acceptance of
gays and lesbians. But although gays
have gained greater respect, he said,
they still lack a place to gather for
social, political and community
functions.

"I think it's significant that it's
opening here in Hoboken. number one
because it fills a need because there is
no place gays can go and feel comfort-
able," said Hernandez "I'm hoping
that it becomes more than just a gay
nightclub."

So is the Rev Robert Williams,
executive director of the city's only
gay counseling group, the Oasis, and
minister to the city's gay community.

"Gay bars have always been kind
of by necessity a center of community
life for the lesbian and gay communi-
ty." said Williams. "It gives our com-
munity a place to be in touch with
each other locally."

There are some 50 gays and lesbi-

ans on the Oasis' Hoboken mailing list,
Williams said

" As it's been right now. if you have
a gay community event you want to
promote, there's no place to put the
flyer," said Will.ams "There's no com-
munity bulletin board and barg tradi-
tionally function that way '

Beyond its potential to serve as a
SOC

J
laJLfecal point< Excalibur is a bar

and Paull has worked to make it an
exciting night spot The club, which
opened one year ago, attracted a large
but rowdy crowd, according to its own-
er who felt the gay community would
De a more responsible clientele

"Business was good, but there
were a lot of fights and a lot of aggrava-
tion," said the owner, adding that the
puone has been ringing constantly
sine* advertisements appeared.

The bar will feature a difc jockey
and dance floor, and will eventually
have a piano bar.

While Paull admits there has been
some negative reaction from the
neighborhood, he said the overall re-
sponse has been positive.
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Roberts going on trial in beer bribery
By Patricia Scott

Jury selection begins Monday in the
Superior Court trial of a Hoboken Coun-
cilman charged with election law
violations.

Councilman David Roberts, 33, was
indicted last June on one count of solic-
iting fraudulent votes and one count of
voting bribery in the May 1987 council
election.

He is charged with offering a group
of Stevens Institute of Technology stu-
dents money to buy a keg of beer in
exchange for their casting fraudulent
votes.

The Sigma Delta Phi fraternity mem-
bers were asked to vote for Roberts
under the names of other students who
were legally registered to vote but had

Officials encouraged

graduated and moved out of Hoboken,
according to Hudson County Prosecutor
Paul DePascale.

Roberts won an impressive victory
in the election, defeating opponent Ca-
taldo DePinto by 551 votes. Roberts'
close political ally. Mayor Pat Pasculli,
was his campaign manager.

Pasculli and Hoboken Assemblyman
Bernard Kenny have both said they visit-
ed the fraternity with Roberts, and they
may be called to testify.

County officials have said fraudu-
lent votes were cast again in the names
of fraternity members in the November
1987 election, in which Kenny won his
assembly seat, but no one has been
charged in connection with those votes.

The prosecutor said the five stu-
dents who voted falsely in the May elec-

tion will testify against Roberts in the
trial. The students will be enrolled in
the Pre-Trial Intervention Program,
which means criminal charges won't be
filed against them and they won't go to
jail.

Roberts, a former city firefighter,
initially planned to plead guilty to a
single disorderly persons offense and
resign his office last February as part of
a plea-bargaining agreement, but he
changed his mind only minutes before
he was to appear in court.

He was indicted by a grand jury four
months later and pleaded innocent to
the charges when he was arraigned.

Roberts faces up to six years in pris-
on and $1,000 in fines if convited. He
could also lose his right to vote and be
forced to forfeit his council seat.

Schools make the grade
Two reports point to progress in Hoboken system
ivEntMARDK BHANAHAN still not happy with how we're doing com- The state reports only the scores from thinBy EDWARD K. 8HANAHAN

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - The Hudson County schools
superintendent last night issued a favorable
report to the Board of Education that said the
district made "reasonable progress" in cor-
recting problems in the city's scRools last
year.

The results of standarized tests taken by
city students were also reported last night,
showing rising scores and students meeting
state standards in all but one area.

County schools chief Louis C. Acocella,
after reading the yearly report, said the city's
school system is "very vibrant, and there is a
marked pattern of erowth in the students."

City Schools Superintendent Walter J.
Fine said both the county report and the test
results are encouraging, but added, "We're

still not happy with how we're doing com-
pared to districts in the rest of the state'."

The district is currently in the third phase
of Level 3 monitoring by the state Education
Department. Failure to emerge from Level 3
monitoring could provoke the state to take
over the school system as it did in Jersey City
last month. Trustees here have been directed
by the state to take corrective action in
several areas, including curriculum develop-
ment, parental involvement and fiscal re-
sponsibility.

Acocella's report indicated the board is
addressing problems in these areas and
others to his satisfaction. If the district does
not meet the state's directives by the end of
this year, it could face a state takeover.

The results from last year's reading, writ
ing and mathematics tests provide the
clearest evidence that the schools are shaping
up, school officials said.

The state reports only the scores from third-
, sixth- and ninth-graders and requires that
75 percent of the district's students in each
grade have passing grades.

The percentage of city students passing all
three tests has increased in all three grades
since the 1986-87 school year, when scores
dropped so low the state began Level 3
monitoring. Tests given that year showed the
district falling short of state standards in
most areas.

The only area where the district is current
ly deficient is the ninth-grade writing test,
with only 74.5 percent of students, passing
last year.

Trustee Gerard Costa said last night, 'The
tests have limitations and, while they do
address the issue of basic skills, we hope that
this district excels in ways that these test
don't measure."

Appointed school
board issue loses
By Blanca M. QuintanllU

Hoboken residents can still
elect members to the city's
Board of Education; at least,
until the next referendum

The effort to change the
school board from an elected to
an appointed one was soundly
defeated last night, giving May-
or Patrick Pasculli a small po-
litical defeat.

Hoboken voters turned
down the referendum; 3,782
voting to leave it as an elected
body, 2,238 against.

"Disappointed? No. There
was no organized campaign to
have it passed," said Pasculli,
who preferred an appointed
board.

The mayor, who had sup-
ported the switch to an elected
board in 1985, said the change
back to an appointed board
was endorsed by all candidates
in the last two mayoral elec-
tions and by the City Council
which voted unanimously to
place the question before the
voters in August.

It happened during the
Vezzetti Administration I
guess it (desire to switch) fol-
lows the trend," he said.

Under an appointed board,
it is up to the mayor to select
members to serve.

"People in Hoboken love
baseball and elections," Pas-
culli said of the lastest effort to
change how the board is
selected.

School board members will
still be elected to three-year
terms in spring board
elections.

"I don't really thing it mat-
ters because evaluating the
board when it was appointed or

elected, they come out the
same," said trustee Otto Hot-
tendorf, who has seen the sys-
tem switch from appointed to
elected and back again several
times in his 34 years on the
board.

"There doesn't seem to be
anybody pushing to have it
passed,' he added earlier in
the week. "There is nobody
around pushing to have it de-
feated I suspect that if 1,200
people vote for it, it will pass,"
Hottendorf said.

The last switch took place
in 1985 after the late Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti took office.
Board Vice President James
Farina, who supported going
back to an appointed board be-
fore the election last night,
backed the 1985 change for fear
of losing his seat in the politi-
cal upheaval.

Farina said the board
should be appointed because it
gives the city more control over
the school budget.

Trustee Gerard Costa, who
won a board seat as a reform
candidate, favors an appoited
board which will hold the may-
or directly accountable for the
success or failure of the
system.

Pasculli said board elec-
tions deter qualified candi-
dates from vying for the
position.

Too many elections during
the year reduce the interest in
school elections, as evidenced
in the spring race in which his
candidates won a sweep, he
said. . , .

•People have made a deci-
sion." said the mayor. "It was
just another election the com-
munity had to f f "

Big-league baseball (>|i|?

Hoboken"
bar sued
over TV
'piracy'
By MICHAEL MAWKOWITZ
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - Major league
baseball is suing a sports bar
here, charging that the owners
have been showing televised
games without the express con
sent of the Commissioner's Of-
fice, officials said yesterday.

The lawsuit, filed last week in
U.S. District Court in Newark,
claims Madison Square Sports
Bistro at 14th and Washington
streets has been unscrambling
the signals of games not normally
available in this area.

"It's a basic allegation of satel-
lite piracy," said Robert A. Gar-
rett, a Washington attorney who
is representing baseball.

Garrett said the owner of the
bar is violating copyright and
federal communications laws by
showing games that are not
authorized for broadcast here.

The suit is the result of an
investigation conducted by major
league baseball, spokesman Rich-
ard Levin said. He said in-
vestigators from the Com-
missioner's Office visited the bar
several times and saw the un-
authorized games.

"We vigorously attack, not
only the unauthorized use of our
games, but (use of) our

i trademark," Levin said of the
decision to file suit. "There are
many ways to get baseball legal-
ly "

Baseball sent as many as seven
notices to the bar, asking the
owners to stop showing un-
authorized games, before deci-
ding to file suit, Garrett said. He

Madison Squar* Sports Bistro
In Hoboken is being sued ov«r "*
ba«*ball gam* t*l*cast«. «r

said the notices date back
April. : ,

The bar regularly shows a var-
iety of sports events on its 18
television sets. «

Tavern owner Glenn Fleiss
said Sunday he could not discuss1,,
the suit. But Fleiss said publish-*
ed reports about the suit during;1?
the weekend apparently a t -
tracted a large crowd of cus-';
tomers. »\

Garrett said, if it wins the suitc",
major league baseball could be* •
awarded between $100 and.'
$100,000 for each telecast "
documented by investigators. Z

He said it is still not known how-
many games were shown illegal--
ly, and said the total amount of
money the two major leagues-
may receive in damages has yet,
to be determined, but it could-
exceed $1 million.

Major league baseball has gone -
to court in the past to end the
unauthorized showing of games, •
Garrett said.

In a recent case, a Minnesota
judge awarded the baseball;,"
$20,000 and ordered three bars
there to stop showing un-
authorized games, Garrett said.

Named as grievants in the law-
suit are the Boston Red Sox and
Texas Rangers of the American ;
League, whose games were al-
legedly shown in the bar during
the summer investigation.

St. M.ry Hospital 7 O T

Facility
for kids
opening
Troubled children
will be near home
By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — A special unit
deyoted to the care and treatment
of troubled children aged 5 to 17
is scheduled for an opening cer-
emony tomorrow at St. Mary Hos-
pital here.

The new Children's Crisis In-
tervention Services facility is the
first of its kind in Hudson Coun-
ty. The head of the clinic said
yesterday it will go a long way
toward keeping local children
with jerious mental problems
from falling through the cracks of
the state's health care system.

The 19-bed unit is being opened
as part of a larger plan by the
state's Human Services Depart
ment aimed at providing state-of-
the-art psychiatric services for
children in their communities
and decreasing the reliance on
state mental health institutions.
The plan, which was begun in
1987, is being administered by
the department's Mental Health
and Hospitals Division.

Patients for the St. Mary unit,
located at 308 Willow Ave., will
be referred from five Hudson
County hospitals: Palisades Gen-
eral in North Bergen, Christ in
Jersey City, Jersey City Medical
Center, Bayonne Hospital and St.
Mary.

There is no minimum length of
time children can stay at the unit,
which is expected to be staffed by
56 health care professionals, in-
cluding child psychologists,
social workers and a variety of
therapists.

THE MAXIMUM stay will he
28 days. If, at the end of 28 days,
the staff believes a child needs
more treatment, he will be re-
ferred to an intermediate-care fa-
cility.

Dr. Juan Otero, a clinical psy-
chologist who is children's ser-
vices director at St. Mary, said
that until now area parents had
to travel great distances to find a
hospital that could help dis
tressed children they feared
might commit suicide or other
acts of violence. The nearest fa-
cilities for such children have
been St. Clare's Hospital in Den-
ville, Morris County, and St
Elizabeth Hospital in Elizabeth.

Being so far from family and
friends is not good for children
suffering from serious mental dis-
tress and makes follow-up care
difficult, Otero said.

"With the new CCIS, we can
keep kids closer to home," Otero
said, "and that's important be-
cause we want to involve their
families in the treatment
process."

He said that by doing this doc-
tors will be able to return the
youths to their homes "as soon a»
possible." ,

OTERO SAID the facility will
nofc be a holding pen for children
suffering from adolescent tur-
moil, but only for those who pres-
ent a real danger to themselves or
others^

"We are not interested in ware-
housing kids," he said.

State officials inspected the
unit yesterday and are expected
to license it before tomorrow's
opening ceremony scheduled at 2
p.m. State and local officials, in-
cluding Mayor Patrick Pasculli.
are expected to attend.

St. John's Church nears
100 years in Hoboken
By A. Elizabeth Foley

't/ft
The oldest hou^e or wor

ship in continuous use in Hobo-
ken, St. John the Baptist Lu-
theran Church will celebrate
its centennial for a year, begin-
ning Sunday. Although St.
John's Church is 100 years old,
the building has been the site
of a church for the past 137
years.

Parallel to the history of
Hoboken, St. John's has reflect-
ed both decline and new

growth. Site of the Bishop Jo-
seph Mahurter Shelter for the
Homeless, the church, at 300
Bloomfield St.. is planning a
major restoration program, it
hopes will be a community
project

"The churches here have a
reputation for reaching out
into the community," said the
Rev. Triffel L. Felske, pastor.
St John's, along with all of the

churches, can be seen as a sign

See HOBOKEN — rage 4.

The altar of St. John the Baptist Lutheran Chwrch, Hobok*n.

Hoboken church
marks centennial
Continued from Page 1
of God's presence in Hoboken,
and our ecumenical coopera-
tion, particularly through the
Hoboken Clergy Coalition, is a
sure sign to this community of
what we believe, confess and
teach."

To open the anniversary,
several special events have
been planned for Sunday. An
organ and brass recital will
take place at 3:45 p.m., prior to
a solemn festival Mass at 4 p.m.
to be attended by Bishop Her-
luf Jensen, head of the New
Jersey Synod, Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America, and
many local Lutheran clergy.
Following the Mass, a cocktail
hour at 5:30 p.m. and a candle-
light dinner dance an hour lat-
er will be held in the Bissinger
Room of Stevens Center at Ste-
vens Institute of Technology,
Hoboken.

A century ago, in Septem-
ber, 1889, the congregation of
the German Evangelical
Church of St. John was estab-
lished in Hoboken. as a split
from the German Evangelical
Church at Garden and Sixth
streets.

Worship services were
held at the Odd Fellow's Hall
until April 1890, when an op-
portunity was offered to the
new parish to buy the old First
Baptist Church building on the
corner of Third and Bloomfield
streets.

Dedicated on Nov. 4, 1852.
the building had served the
Baptist congregation for nearly
40 years before being turned
over to the Lutherans.

Following purchase of the
building, a movement was be-
gun to reorganize the member-
ship as a German Lutheran
Church.

Within a year, the congre-
gation was formally received
into the Lutheran faith as a
member of the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod.

In 1981, tho congregation
withdrew from that body to join
the East Coast Synod of the
Association of Evangelical Lu-
theran Churches (AELC) and is
now part of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America,
which was formed little more
than a year ago by the national
merger of the AELC, with the
Lutheran Church in America
and the American Lutheran
Church

Centennial plans call for a
number of programs during the
year with St John's Day being
observed June 24, the nativity
of St. John the Baptist, with
festive religious services.

Throughout the the 1900s,
as continuing population shifts
brought membership decline,
the parish sought to identify
more closely with the city's in-
creasing Hispanic community.

A Spanish-speaking mis-

sionary was assigned to assist
St. John's in outreach to
newcomers.

For many years, the declin-
ing membership and financial
support continued to frustrate
the efforts of the congregation.

In March 1973, the Rev.
Norman Johnson was called as
pastor in a joined ministry with
Grace Lutheran Church, Jersey
City, the first shared ministry
in the Lutheran churches of the
New Jersey District. Johnson
was pastor until 1977. On Aug.
21, 1977, the Rev. Triffel L.
Felske was called to serve both
congregations.

The joining was dissolved
nine years later, when a full-
time ministry was once again
needed. Felske was recalled as
St. John's pastor on June 29,
1986.

Since then, the congrega-
tion bas realized a significant
increase in membership, rep-
resenting the many ethnic
backgrounds in Hoboken, Ger-
man, Irish, Italian, Latinos and
Asians.

The Rev. Dwight Ong has
been called as assistant pastor.

In the winter of 1982, the
problem of homeless people in
Hoboken reached crisis
proportions.

The Hoboken Clergy Coali-
tion, representing all faiths, or-
ganized a shelter housed at St.
John's after appeals to the city
failed to meet the need.

The shelter, named for the
late Bishop Joseph Mahurter, a
member of the Old Catholic
Rite, who spent the last years of
his life assisting the poor and
displaced, serves approximate-
ly 100 meals a night and pro-
vides sanctuary to people who
have no place else to sleep.
Clothing is distributed. It is
open daily from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.,
with breakfast served each
morning.

Volunteers assist with the
food service under the direc-
tion of the Rev. Marvin W.
Krieger and Sister M. Norberta
Hunnewinkel, OSF, co-direc-
tors. Both provide counseling
services.

The shelter has been suc-
cessful with job placements
and assists people to save mon-
ey by placing a portion of their
wages in a special shelter bank
account from which they make
supervised withdrawals.

The shelter 's annual
$150,000 budget is underwrit-
ten by $100,000 from the Feder-
al Emergency Management
Agency and Hudson County.
The rest of the budget is raised
by churches and individuals.

An annual Shelter Aware-
ness Week each spring pro-
vides the focus and some
$10,000 is collected in cans and
envelopes at the New Jersey
side of the PATH commuter
trains. **



Voters deciding school elections
Ky Jaaes Efstatfii«u J /^before voters in August board backed the 1085change for fear won a board seat as a reform Mayor Patrick Pase

/ / / 7/&/ Board of Education mem- There doesn't seem to be of losing his seat in the politi- candidate, now favors an ap- who also supported the s*
A referendum on todav s f bers are currentlv pJwtPrf to anvhodv oushine to have it cal upheaval. pointed board which will hold to an elected board in ]A referendum on todays

ballot give* Hoboken voters the
< pporti!1 hange the sys-
i> m of i - school board
members from open elections
U> appointment by the mayor.

The switch back to an ap-
pointed board was endorsed by
all candidates in two recent
mayoral elec i ns and by the
City Council which voted unan-
imously to place the question

fore voters in August.
Board of Education mem-

bers are currently elected to
three-year terms in spring
school board elections

"1 don't really think it mat-
ters because evaluating the
board when it was appointed or
elected, they come out the
same," said trustee Otto Hot
tendorf who has seen the sys-
tem switch from appointed to
e'ected and back again several
ti nes in his 34 years on the

board.
There doesn't seem to be

anybody pushing to have it
passed, he added. "There is
nobody around pushing to have
it defeated. I suspect that if
1.200 people vote for it, it will
pass "

The last switch took place
in 1985 after the late Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti took office,
board Vice President James
Farina, who now supports go-
ing to an appointed board.

backed the 1085 change for fear
of losing his seat in the politi-
cal upheaval.

"It should be an appointed
school board," said Farina. "It
gives the city more control over
the school budget."

In addition, Farina said the
move would save taxpayers
some $50,000 needed to run
school elections which last
spring drew few voters to the
polls.

Trustee Gerard Costa, who

wen a board seat as a reform
candidate, now favors an ap-
pointed board which will hold
the mayor directly accountable
for the success* or failure of the
system.

"Board of Education elec-
tions don't reflect the will of
the people but rather the will
of political machines,' said
Costa. "It's an illusion to think
that winning a Bo rd of Educa-
tion election will make a
change in education."

Mayor Patrick Paseulli,
who also supported the switch
to an elected board in 1985
said that school board elec-
tions deter qualified candi-
dates from vying for the posi-
tion. Too many elections
during the year reduce the in-
terest in school elections, as
evidenced in the spring race in
which his candidates won a
sweep, he added

See VOTEBS - Page 7.

Voters to decide
on school board
Oatmued frwB Page 1

• 1 think that the community
at large is suffering from elec-
tion burnout." said Paseulli.
"Over the next four years. I
would say that the perfor-
mance of the school board
should be a reflection of the
mayor's office "

Pasculli's chief political ri-
val, councilman Joseph Delia
Fave, agreed that the board
should be appointed but for

different reasons.
i don't see major changes

coming to the school system
through elections because it's
just too difficult to beat the
machine in elections where
people don t turn out in major
numbers," said Delia Fave i t
(changing to an appointed
board) won t make the school
system better It will only make
the picture clearer in terms of
who's responsible "

Appointed panel KO'd
f( I.

School board
trustees must
run for posts

B* EDWARD K. tHAMAHAN
T he Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - Both Mayor
Patrick Paaculli and a Board of
Education member said yester-
day they were disappointed that
voters rejected a referendum that
would have made school trustees
appointed rather than elected.

The referendum, which was
plaf* A " i *he ballot by a unani-
mo Council resolution,
wa .wfeteated Tuesday by a
3,' . <J.r'38 margin.

"It's kind of surprising that it
lost because all the mayoral can-
didates in the elections last No-
vember and in May supported an
appointed board," Paaculli said
yesterday.

He si .id he was surprised by the
public's vote to continue an
elected board, because "there was
no active campaign for or against
it.'

Paseulli said he had hoped
voters would support appointed
scr-iol trustees so "the city would
ha «s more control over the Board
of Education's budget process."

But, he said, "We simply have
to comply with the wishes of the
public," even though it means
continuing an election process
that is costly to the city.

Gerard Costa, who was elected
to the board in 1988 as a reform
candidate, said yesterday he also
supports an appointed board and
was surprised by the outcome,

"More people voted on this
issue than I thought would, and I

Unreleased report
critical of police
service to public

PATRICK F ASCULLI
Disappointed by vote

think that's because people don't
want to give the mayor that much
authority," he said

Costa said he is in favor of
school trustees appointed by the
mayor "not because it will make
education in the city any better,
but because it will be clearer who
is responsible for the schools."

"If you want to change educa
tion in Hoboken," Costa said,
"you have to change the people in
City Hall."

Hoboken, Bcn-ry
sign sale^oomract
for two city lots

By James Efstathiou

A comprehensive survey of
the Hoboken Police Depart-
ment paints a picture of a pub-
lic safety division which has
failed to keep pace with an
ever-increasing demand for
services from a changing
community.

The report, the most thor-
ough study of the department
in 17 years, was commissioned
by the City Council and pre-
pared by a Seton Hall Universi-
ty professor. It has not been
released publicly, but The Jer-
sey Journal has obtained a
copy.

The report evaluates the
entire range of police opera-
tions from the physical condi-
tion of police headquarters to
the training of new officers to
career advancement.

The findings are compared
to those in the last comprehen-
sive study of the department,
which was conducted in 1972 by
the New Jersey Police Training
Commission.

Crime is up, according to
the report — particularly home
and auto burglaries, which are
up six percent from last year.

But detectives acknowl-
edged that "limited attention is
paid to official reports about
crime in attempting to address
Hoboken crime patterns," ac-
cording to the report.

The foot patrol, a tradition-

al assignment within the de-
partment, can have a major im-
pact on crime. But because of
lax record keeping, "no judg-
ment can be made regarding
foot patrol impact" in Hobo-
ken, the report states.

The allocation of police re-
sources has been essentially
haphazard, according to the re-
oort. It notes that "Hoboken

"lice know very little about
i-rir '$ and calls for ser-

vices are distributed through-
out the city," and "police have
no clear data on how or why
certain deployment strategies
are depended upon."

The report is based on in-
terviews with superiors and pa-
trolmen, statistical data from
department flies and on-site
observations. It suggests that
the department immediately
address several facets of daily
operations, including:

• The question of pending
promotions to the rank of ser-
geant, lieutenant and captain.

• Establishing criteria for
future promotions, including a
proposed three-year moratori-
um on promotions.

• The poor physical condi-
tion of police headquarters.

• The creation of a deputy
chief system to improve plan-
ning within the department.

• A timetable for increas-
ing the number of patrol offi-

See REPORT — Page 4.

Roberts'
trial off
till Jan. 22

By James Efstathiou

The city of Hoboken and
developer Joseph Barry signed
a contract yesterday for the
sale of two city-owned lots des-
tined to be the sites of a pair of
luxury housing projects.

Acquiring the parcels, lo-
cated on either side of the Hud-
son Street parking garage be-
tween Second and Third
streets, is part of a land sale
which includes a third parcel
on Observer Highway.

Barry's Applied Develop-
ment Associates has already
begun construction of a 12-sto-
ry building on that site which
will include 115 units of low-
and-moderate-income
apartments.

The project is being par-
tially funded by some $4 mil-

lion in state and federal mon-
ies, most of which will be paid
back to the city.

The Hudson Street parcels
were included in the deal as an
incentive for the developer to
take on the project, according
to development officials. Barry
said he will be lucky to break
even on the Observer Highway
project, but that a proposed
luxury condominium on one
Hudson Street parcel would
make the entire project turn a
profit.

On the other Hudson Street
lot, Barry has proposed a 12-
story residential building con-
sisting of 150 apartments, 30
low-income units and 120 mid-
dle-income apartments. Feder-
al and state loans and grants
make it possible for the project
to include the subsidized units.

Firemen angry over extra duties
HOBOKEN — City firefighters, claiming that they are being forced

to do work beyond their regular duties, filed a written grievance with
the fire department last night, union and department representatives
said.

Yesterday the firemen said demolition work they are being forced to
do at Engine Company No. 3 goes "way beyond our job description."

Andrew Markey, president of the Uniform*) Firefighters Association
Local 1078, said "it's not the first time this kind of thing has been asked
of the men, but I think this time they went over the line."

Markey said the firefighters filed the grievance after discussions with
the department left them unsatisfied.

Markey said men stationed in the firehouse, located at Second and
Jefferson streets, were told yesterday by Deputy Chief William Bergin
that the department would discipline anyone who refused to do the
work.

Bergin, who is the department's training officer, said the demolition
was "fire-related stuff and this whole thing is being blown out of
proportion."

The top floor of the firehouse is being converted into an office for city
fire inspection officials, who currently work out of City Hall. The floor
has been used for many years as a storeroom for department files and
unused equipment.

Dan Cunning, secretary and treasurer of the local, said the depart-
ment decided it was easier to clear debris from the area by removing
it through a large hole in the wall rather than carrying it down several
flights of stairs. -EDWARD K. SHANAHAN.

By Patricia Scott

The Superior Court triaf of
a Hoboken Councilman
charged with election law vio-
lations was postponed yester-
day until Jan. 22.

Councilman David Rob-
erts, 33, was indicted last
March by a state grand jury for
two counts of election law vio-
lations concerning the May 15,
1987 Hoboken election.

Roberts is charged with
persuading five Stevens Insti-
tute of Technology students to
vote for him under false pre-
tenses in return for money to
buy a keg of beer.

The Sigma Delta Phi stu-
dents involved in the alleged
incident were asked to vote for
Roberts under the names of
other legally registered stu-
dent voters, according to Hud-
son County Prosecutor Paul
DePascale.

None of the students is be-
lieved to have voted twice, the
prosecutor said.

DePascale said the stu-
dents who voted falsely will
testify against Roberts in his
upcoming trial and will be en-
rolled in the Pre-Trial Inter-
vention Program, which means
criminal charges won't be filed
against them.

Roberts, a former city fire-
fighter and Hoboken restaura-
teur, initially planned to plead
guilty to a single disorderly
persons offense last February
but changed his mind.

He maintains that he is in-
nocent and will not step down
from his council seat.

Roberts, if convicted, could
temporarily lose his right to
vote and be forced to forfeit his
Hoboken council seat

Superior Court Judge Rob-
ert Cavanaugh will preside.

Riverview signs lease in Hpboker^ D
HOBOKEN — Riverview Cablevision, which holds the franchise for

much of Hudson County, has signed a lease for a building and adjoining
land at 14th and Madison streets, in a transaction negotiated by the
Archie Schwartz Co. Riverview, which is renovating its system, will use
the facility and land to store cable and construction equipment during
the next few years as work is being done. The main corporate
headquarters for Riverview remains at 360 First St.

Waterfront tract ^ A / " x ^ .

Hoboken to quicken pace of zoning changes?
•y EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - The City Council took
steps at a meeting here last night to
speedup zoning changes that are vital to
the city's plans to develop the Hudson
River waterfront.

At the same time, two councilmen
•raised questions about where people who
will live and work in the proposed resi-

dential and commercial complex will
park their cars.

The city is still involved in nego-
tiations with the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey to construct high
rise apartment and office buildings on a
30.5-acre tract of land on the southern
waterf i ont.

When the tw.o sides reached an agree-
ment to start talks about the project in
May, both said tbev believed a formal

agreement would be reached by the early
fall. The city has been anxious to close
the deal because it needs the authority's
$7 million initial payment to close this
year's budget gap.

Several resolutions adopted by the
council last night would cut in half the
length of time necessary for changing
zoning ordinances. This was done so the
city's Planning Board could act more
quickly on the changes, according to

Councilman Joseph Delia Fave.
There would still be hearings on all the

changes, Delia Fave said, but the resol-
utions would allow the council to put the
revised ordinances in place in 30 days
rather that the usual 60 days.

Delia Fave said during the meeting
that the project "has a lot of favorable
aspects to it," and that the council should
keep it moving in case the authority
pulls out.

But he was the lone dissenter injea£h
of the votes on the waiver of the 3#d
period that the council usually
before sending 7-oning changes
Planning Board. —

Delia Fave, along with Councilman
Thomas Newman, was adamant about
the issue of how the city would provide
parking for workers and residents of tl|e
complex. " *
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Critics challenging affordable housing project
^ f c ^ • • ^J ^ 0 . .. .. - • • ... .i »;•., t« However. Rarrv's contract

By James Efstathiou

Construction is under way on Ho-
boken's first major affordable hous-
X* project in six years, despite a legal
challenge critics say could put an end
l ° ^ e X V a r k . a 12-story. $13 mil-
lion venture that is expected to create
115 unTts of low- and middle-income
nousing, is coming out of the ground
on the city's northern border.

Developer Joseph Barry is build-
inc the project on land purchased
K m the city with the help of approxi-
mately $4 million of federal and state
funding most of which will be repaid
tO "Although elements of the land
deal between Barry and the city were
harshly criticized by some lawmakers,

the overall goal of creating affordable
housing on the 25,000 square-foot par-
cel along Observer Highway won
widespread support on the City
Council.

But a group of downtown resi-
dents has fought against the project
since its inception and has appealed a
Superior Court ruling in an attempt to
stop it Members of Downtown Resi-
dents for Sane Development believe
the project is too tall and too bulky for
the area, and that a 1972 resolution
blighting the area is not valid.

The blight declaration preceded a
redevelopment plan which enabled
the city and the developer to modify
zoning rules. Oral arguments on the
group's appeal are scheduled to be
heard in Appellate Court in mid-
December.

Whether the legal challenge could
ultimately kill the project is unclear.
Ronald Hine of Downtown Residents
believes it can and that proceeding
with construction puts the city at risk
since the Barry deal allows the devel-
oper to sell the parcel back to the city
if the project does not move forward.

"Our objection was to the height
and density," said Hine. "When we
were shut out of the decision-making
process — when they ignored what we
had to say — our only alternative was
to litigate."

Gerald Muller, attorney for Down-
town Residents, said a reversal would
make the plan's zoning inconsistent
with actual zoning rules.

Since the project is a joint-ven-
ture — Hoboken sold Barry the land
and sponsored applications for feder-

al funding — it fell to the city to
defend the suit. Law Director Eugene
O'Connell predicted the court would
uphold the blight declaration and if it
didn't, the project could proceed

The city could initiate another
blight study for the area, according to
O'Connell, or declare certain parcels
in the area in need of rehabilitation
Either course would allow the city to
draft another plan and P^eed-

The developer, who put up $2 mil-
lion to begin construction and se-
cured a $8.5million short-term county
loan, said the suit will not affect a

needed.

However, Barry's contract with
the city specifically refers to the suit
as one contingency which would,
should it stop the project, allow him to
back out of the deal.

"I have to protect myself against a
very unforeseen event," Barry said.
"That's just legal beagle stuff to pro-
tect me against a very unforeseen
event."

Barry said he'll be lucky to break
even on the project and can earn a
profit only because the deal also gave
him title to two prime lots on Hudson
Street where he plans to build luxury
housing. Including those lots in the
contract, as well as provisions that
allow Barry to back out of the project,
drew the wrath of minority members
of the council when the contract was
approved in January.

Report hits
police job
Continued from Page 1
cers and the pot-si bility of reas-
signing sergeants to patrol
duties.

Plans to address many
shortcomings identified in the
survey, which look place be-
tween June 24 and Oct. 15, have
already been implemented or
are pending. Physical improve-
ments to police headquarters,
for instance, were initiated in
the spring and are ongoing.

The department has estab-
lished a special squad to pro-
cess a backlog of unexecuted
arrest warrants and is in the
process of establishing a com-
puter-aided dispatch system to
upgrade radio room
operations.

Efforts are also under way
to log some 50,000 calls to po-
lice over the past 18 months
onto a computer in order to get
a clearer picture of where and
when crimes occur in the city
and how to better allocate
manpower.

In preparing the survey,
Seton Hall Professor J. Po-
lenski and department officials
forged a working relationship
which is expected to carry over
into future efforts. The univer-
sity is currently offering course
credit to two graduate students
working part-time in the de-
partment without pay on the
new radio dispatch system.

Still, the overall tone of the
report suggests that the depart-
ment is in need of major re-
structuring, beginning with the
issue of promotions.

"Officers with less than
five years work experience (45
percent of the force) expressed
serious concern about future
advancement and promotional
opportunities in their career
paths," according to the report.
"Most saw limited opportunity
and/or incentive to expand po-
lice skills."

The City Council under the
administration of the late May-
or Thomas Vezzetti amended
the police table of organization
in 1986. The table sets limits on
the number of officers at each
rank in the department, and
was reduced in hopes of bal-
ancing the ratio of superiors to
officers.

Mayor Patrick Paseulli and
the Council amended the table
again last month, paving the

I way for promotions of up to
eight officers.

Approximately 20 officers
are on active civil service lists
and may be promoted at the
administration's discretion as
openings occur. While the re-
port notes that the current ra-
tio of superiors to rank-and-file
officers cannot be justified, it
adds that there is no reason to
penalize those individuals
awaiting promotion.

"In examining the present
structure, clearly further pro-
motional considerations ap-
pears absurd." according to the
survey. "However, a second di-
mension beyond department
structure seems central to the
matter of career advancement
in Hoboken — namely the fu-
ture career tracks and morale
of its officers.

"The author sees no reason
to penalize those individuals
awaiting promotion, given the
apparent lack of planning in
the past."

To balance the issues oi
fairness against the practical
matter of public police expen
ditures, the report says the de-
partment should.

• Seek a three-year morato
num on testing and promotion.

• Create a new rank of two
or three deputy chiefe to di-
rectly supervise uniform in
vestigative and anti-vice
divisions.

• Expand existing divi-sions and mfwwi..—
to opef Vii
and promotional



School referendum fooled pros
Janes

Political pundits in Hobo-
ken were left scratching their
heads yesterday following the
surprising defeat of Public
Question No 6 in Tuesday's
general election

The referendum gave vot-
ers the choice of switching the
Hoboktn school district to one
in which board trustees are ap-
pointed by the mayor instead of
voted into office in open elec-

question was defeat-
ed by 3,782 votes against to
2,1ft* in favor

On the surface, there ap-
pea-ed to be no organized op-
position to the move which
would have given Mayor Pat-
rick Pasculli the power to ap-
point three board trustees in
April. All mayoral candidates
in two recent municipal elec-
tions endorsed the switch, as
did the City Council in August
when it unanimously voted to

put the question on the ballot.
But the referendum went

down nonetheless, leaving
many to speculate that the out-
come might have turned up a
chink in Pasculli's political ar-
mor. Pasculli. who defeated ri-
val Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave in successive mayoral
elections, endorsed the switch
but did not actively campaign
for the referendum, opening
the door to conjecture that he
may have simply taken too

much for granted.
"There was no effort made

by the organization to have it
passed." said a member of Pas-
eulh's political club, the Young
Dems "That's what happens
when you don't do your home-
work politically."

For his part . Pasculli
sought to downplay the signifi-
cance of the defeat and justify
what he conceded to be a lack-
luster effort to back the
question. '-

"We're coming off of two
very heated elections and
when you have the entire City
Council and Board of Educa-
tion supporting it, at least on
the surface, there's no need to
organize a formal campaign,"
said Pasculli.

In analyzing the defeat,
City Hall insiders pointed to a
number of factors, foremost of
which was the timing of the
vote. Such a question would
have had a better chance of

success, sources said, in an off
election when fewer indepen-
dents go to the polls

The last time voters in Ho-
boken gave away their right to
choose school trustees was in
the 1978 school board election
during the administration of
Mayor Steve Cappiello School
elections were re-introduced
in 1985 after the late Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti took the may-

See VOTE— 14.

Vote on schools surprises the pros r Opinion

Continued from Page 1
or's office, shocking Cappiello
in a run-off election.

Cappiello actively cam-
paigned for the switch in 1978
and had the question phrased
so that a "no " vote was a vote in
favor of an appointed board. In
this case, a "yes" vote was for
an appointed board. Strategists
felt that the no vote on the
referendum would be consis-
tent with the likely vote on the
proposed school budget which
is traditionally defeated.

Others surmised that the
electorate was simply unwill-
ing to relinquish its ht to

choose school trustees, and to
v >ice an opinion on school
spending. Under an appointed
board, a board of school esti-
mate made up of trustees,
council members and the may-
or drafts the school budget
which voters never get to com-
ment on directly

"I think siive the largest
portion of the municipal bud-
get deals with the Board of
Education, people didn't want
to give up that right, even just
to say no on the budget ques-
tion," said Councilman Edwin
Duroy, a Pasculli ally.

Because the majority of

trustees since school elections
were introduced in 1972 had
the mayor's endorsement,
switching to an appointed
board would have little effect
on its makeup, according to
Councilman and former trustee
Richard England, who called
the defeat a "fiscal mistake "
Switching to an appointed
board, he said, would elimi-
nate the expense of running
school elections, and the cost
to the district of defending the
school budget which is routine-
ly cut by the City Council.

Assemblyman Bernard
Kenny, one of Pasculli's closest

political allies who retained
his seat in Tuesday's election,
said that democracy, not politi-
cal strategy, was the deciding
issue. Kenny rejected the sug-
gestion that the vote was a de-
feat for Pasculli, but hinted
that there was a political les-
son in the outcome.

"If there's a political les-
son to be learned, it's that ev-
ery election is different," said
Kenny. "The school board ref-
erendum had very little to with
May (when Pasculli was elect-
ed to a four-year term)."

Use the chance
you voted for

Item voters'this ̂

Schools making. , ̂ ,4 , firefighters fife grievance
grade, says siate m^king'renovations
By James Efstathiou meeting objectives to upgrade I \J W %# • • • • ^ * " ^ " " ^ /

Hoboken schools are on the
road to recovery, according to a
year-end progress report by the
state Department of Education
and the latest results of basic
skills tests.

The report, which Hudson
County Superintendent of
Schools Louis Acocella will
formally present at tonight's
board meeting, charts steady
progress by the district in

meeting objectives to upgrade
the system. The state classified
Hoboken a Level III district
two years ago because of chron-
ically low test scores and poor
administrative practices.

Hoboken was given three
years to draft a plan to improve
operations and test scores.
Failure to meet objectives in
the Corrective Action Plan
could lead to further review

See SCHOOLS - Page 5.

By James Efstathiou

Hoboken firefighters have
filed a union grievance to pro-
test orders forcing them to re-
novate offices at tire
headquarters.

Throughout the week, de-
tails from all city firehouses
have been called to fire head-
quarters at Second and Jeffer-

streets to clean out an old

president getting himself in-
volved in something that he s
going to get burned on," said
Bergin of the grievance.

"There's a small minority
of lazy incompetents stirring
things up. Most men dig into
this kind of stuff."

Union officials are con-
cerned that a firefighter in-

Bergin, who is overseeing
the job, said each work detail
put in 45 minutes to an hour on
the restoration and that it is a
tradition in the department to
use firefighters on such in-
house jobs.

Since the men were or-
dered to do the work, they
would be covered in the case ot

The space will eventually that the job

Schools making
grade, says state
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Continued from Page 1
and possible state takeover.

Acocella declined to com-
ment on the report prior to
presenting it to the board ex-
cept to say, "It's a positive one."

But the document, ob-
tained by The Jersey Journal,
indicates that Hoboken has
made "reasonable progress" in
correcting its shortcomings
and that the district may con-
tinue with the final phase of its
action plan. That, coupled with
three years of improvement in
basic skills test scores has Ho-
boken's top school administra-
tor confident that certification
by the state is finally within
reach.

"I'm going to be cautious,"
said city Superintendent of
Schools Walter Fine. "But I do
hope that next year is the year
we're going to get certified. But
even if we do get certified, I'm
not going to stop there."

While state certification
will not bring Hoboken schools
up to the caliber of those in
more affluent suburban com-
munities, it does show the dis-
trict is moving in the right di-
rection, Fine said. It could also
improve enrollment figures
which have dropped steadily
over the years, he said.

"If I compare the district
this year to four years ago, you
see tremendous improve-
ment," said Fine. "But ifl com-
pare myself to Ridgewood or
Paramus, I'm not happy at all."

On the basis of test scores
alone, the improvement in Ho-
boken schools over the last
four years has been dramatic.
In 1985, for instance, only 34.5
percent of Hoboken ninth-
graders achieved a minimum
level of proficiency in reading,
according to standardized
tests.

Last spring, 94.2 percent of
ninth-graders passed the basic
skills test in reading. At least
75 percent of all third, sixth
and ninth graders must pass
basic skills tests in reading,
writing and mathematics be-

fore the district can be
certified.

That goal appears within
reach, thanks to an aggressive
policy implemented by the dis-
trict to improve on the tests.
Students are given pre-tests in
the fall, the results of which are
used to develop instructional
strategies. Tutoring sessions
are offered to help those who
score low and school adminis-
trators meet with students to
stress the importance of the
tests.

The effort has paid off with
only one school in one category
falling short of a projected
milestone based on the latest
round of tests. Only sixth grad-
ers at Kealey School fell short
of a projected 75 percent pass-
ing rate in mathematics with
72.2 percent

But it was more than low
test scores that led to Hobo-
ken's becoming a Level III dis-
trict. Nearly every phase of ad-
ministrative operation,
including staff development,
curriculum and instruction, pa-
rental involvement and the
overall operation of the busi-
ness office, was found deficient
to some degree.

The problems in the busi-
ness office prompted the hiring
of an outside firm to audit the
division. The review led to sev-
eral recommendations that
have been worked into the
overall action plan.

"The business office is un-
dergoing a complete revision,"
said Fine. "We're looking for
direction and advice on how to
make it run much better."

In an earlier progress re-
port. Acocella noted that the
district was behind several of
its own deadlines. However, by
the end of last year, Hoboken
had taken steps to correct near-
ly all defects identified by the
state, the latest report said.

Even if the district success-
fully implements its corrective
plan, it must pass another top-
to-bottom review by the state
before certification is granted.

ing debris down with a bloc*
and tackle.

When the union com-
plained that such work should
not be done by members. Depu-
ty Chief and training officer
William Bergin threatened to
bring charges against anyone

day to be used in the job.
"It's not in our job descrip-

tion to do that," said Dan Cun-
ning, secretary of local 1078 of
the International Association
of Firefighters. "We're fire-
fighters. We don't mind hazard-

and-out lie," said Bergin.
"What had to be done here

today had to be done by fire
department personnel only,
he said. .

Bergin said restoration
work would continue today.

Pasculli joins jFjorio team
<? Flomo more than 80 per-

cent of the vote, the highest
percentage in Hudson County,
taking an active campaign role.

Pasculli said he hopes to

"Finally Hoboken is going ' ?
to play a role in the transition
of the state," said Mayor Pat
rick Pasculli, after learning he

named to Governor-elect

Hoboke'n voters'this week con-
vincingly rejected •> proposal to
switch from an elected Board of
Education to one appointed by the
mayor.

Hoboken voters had opted to
change from an appointed school
board to an elected one four years
ago and there have been some heat-
ed contests since then. In fact, pro-
ponents of appointed boards argue
the often rough nature of the elec-
tions discourages qualified people
from getting involved with the
Board of Education.

The major argument in favor of
an elected board is that it leaves the
decision about who serves, directly
to the people. Also with an elected
board, voters must give direct ap-
proval to the school budget (al-
though their decsion can be over-
turned by the state on appeal by
school officials).

Those are the arguments for
which Hoboken voters opted on
Tuesday. But that's also an argu-
ment which too often isn't backed up
by action.

Opponents of elected boards also
argue that the turnout doesn't justi-
fy the expense.

In many municipalities voter
turnout for school board elections
hovers about 10 percent. It's genral-
ly better in Hudson County commu-
nities than in others in the state, but
not by much.

Even on Tuesday, while nearly
10,000 voters in Hoboken made a
choice for governor, only 6,000 voted
on the school board referendum
that appeared on the same ballot.
And regular school board elections,
held on otherwise ordinary week-
days, don't attract the same number
of voters as do general elections.

Nonetheless, having decided
they want the right to choose mem-
bers of their Board of Education, it
would be nice to see at least as many
Hoboken voters actually make the
choice when they have the chance.

was
James Florio's transition team.

Pasculli said he was sur-
prised by his selection to the
transition team, not that he
doesn't think it's deserved.

"Maybe they're finally rec-
ognizing Hoboken as a strong
Democratic community," said
Pasculli. He noted Hoboken

work on the educational aspect
of the transition, since he is a
former public school teacher.
Mayors Dennis Collins of Bay-
onne and Gerald McCann of
Jersey City and County Execu-
tive Robert Janiszewski are
also expected to be named to
Florio's transition team.

Eketfoa fnmi

Roberts
trial is
delayed
Jury selection now
slated for Jan 22
By PETER F.

ROBERTS

The Hudson Dispatch

Jury selection in the elecuon
fraud trial of Hoboken Coun
cilman David Roberts yesterday
was delayed until January by
scheduling problems, but the
politician's attorney, claiming
misconduct by an assistant
Hudson County prosecutor, is try-
ing to have the case dismissed.

Before jury selection starts in
Superior Court in Jersey City on
Jan 22, Union City attorney
Dennis D.S.
M c A l e v y
said, he will
move to have
the presiding
judge quash
the two-count
indictment
handed up
against Rob-
erts in May.

R o b e r t s
was indicted
on charges of voting bribery and
soliciting fraudulent voting and
faces up to six years in prison.

McAlevy said an assistant
county prosecutor improperly ex-
pressed opinions while pres-
enting the case to a grand jury.

County Prosecutor Paul M De-
Pascale would not comment oh
that and other assertion -»<•*»
by McAlevy other that to s? •!

claims routinely are made by b. '
fense attorneys. *

"They are rarely successful,"
DePascale said.

Roberts, the 33-year-old 6th
Ward councilman, allegedly per-
suaded a group of Stevens In-
stitute of Technology students to
vote fraudulently in exchange for
money to buy a keg of beer. The
transaction allegedly took place
during the May 1987 City Coun-
cil campaign.

In a brief submitted to Judgt
Robert F. Cavanaugh last month
McAlevy charged Assistar.
County Prosecutor Jack Hill
made statements "which reached
beyond the boundaries allowed
before a grand jury.

In supporting transcripts in the
letter, filed by McAlevy in lieu of
a brief, a juror asked Hill whether
Mayor Patrick Pasculli, then
Roberts' campaign manager, will
be called to testify before the
grand jury.

Hill stated: "One witness
thinks Pasculli might have said
something, but that's not think-
ing. That's not an accurate recol-
lection, while the majority of
other witnesses consistently
come to the situation that, fac-
tually, this was an arrangement
between Roberts" and one of th
students.

At the time of Roberts' indict
ment, DePascale said four or five
Stevens students were offered the
money. The students were mem-
bers of Sigma Phi Epsilon
fraternity on Hudson Street in
Hoboken.

The councilman allegedly en-
couraged the students to vote
under the names of other
fraternity members who had left
the school.

DePascale said four students
were accepted into a pretrial in-
tervention program that allows
them to perform community ser-
vice or undergo counseling rather
than stand trial.

Asbestos tile falls P | a n n e r s
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By James Efstathiou
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A "minor" asbestos acci-

dent involving ceiling tiles was
discovered yesterday in a first-
floor hallway at Hoboken High
School.

A single ceiling tile com-
posed of 6 percent asbestos ap-
parently fell from its frame of
its own accord sometime over
the weekend. The building has
been empty all week for fall
recess.

The tile was discovered by
custodian James O'Connor, one
of four high school mainte-
nance personnel who have re-
ceived training on how to han-
dle asbestos-carrying
materials.

O'Connor covered the tile
with plastic, sealed the edges
with tape and notified the dis-
trict's asbestos management
firm.

The damage is not expect-
ed to be nearly as serious as a
July accident when an unli-
censed contractor removed as-
bestos-laden ceiling tiles from
a second-floor classroom. That
mishap ended up costing the

ken High
district some $50,000 to correct
and threatened to delay the
opening of school.

Because the cost of clean-
up and air testing is not expect-

See ASBESTOS — Page 4.

By Deminick Calicchio

By a 7-1 vote, the Hoboken
Planning Board last night ap-
proved a redevelopment plan
for the city's southern
waterfront.

The plan calls for a 30-acre
parcel now occupied primarily
by dormant piers to be convert-
ed into a sprawling develop-
ment of office towers and resi-
dential buildings.

But board member William
Jones, who cast the lone dis-
senting vote, said the plan de-
vised by New York architects
Ehrenkrantz, Eckstut & White-

if9
law would allow developers to
erect buildings much taller
than had first been prescribed
in a municipal master plan.

Jones said a building desig-
nated for 250-feet could now
rise 80 feet taller and areas
slated for 130-foot buildings
would now accomodate 200-
foot structures.

He also criticized the ar-
chitects for providing more
than 3.000 parking spaces in a
city already overrun with traf-
fic problems.

"We're already one of the
highest-density communities
in the area,' Jones said, "and

this compounds that problem.
Jones suggested instead

that the board scrap the EE&W
proposal and order a new rede-
velopment plan.

The plan also drew criti-
cism from an attorney repre-
senting Stevens Institute of
Technology, but for different
reasons.

Thomas Brady said Stevens
objected to a building-height
limit the city imposed for any
building the school would con-
struct on its waterfront proper-
ty just north of the redevelop-
ment plan site. That limit
followed the Planning Board's

rejection of a twin-tower office
development the school pro-
posed to build in a partnership
with Hartz Mountain
Industries.

"If they're permitting (tall-
er buildings) in the property
immediately adjacent, they
shouldn't be limiting Stevens
to 35 feet," Brady said. •

Meanwhile, Sixth Ward
Councilman David Roberts,
who is a member of the Plan-
ning Board, hailed the redevel-
opment plan as "well thought-
out," and said it had received
praise from prominent plan-
ning firms.

Asbestos tile falls at Hoboken High
« ontinued from Page 1
od to amount to enough that
state laws would require pub-
lic bidding before hiring a con-
tractor, an abatement firm is
expected to be in the building
loday. The incident is not ex-
pected to delay the school's re-
opening Monday.

"He did the right thing."
said trustee James Farina, who
coordinated cleanup in the ab-
sence of the district's top ad-
ministrators, who could not be
contacted in the midst of a va-

cation week.
"Part of the training was

that if anything happened like
that, you notify the proper au-
thorities and let them handle
it."

All school districts in the
country are under a federal
mandate to identify and con-
tain asbestos-carrying materi-
als in school buildings. Air-
borne asbestos can cause lung
cancer (asbestosis), and other
ailments that typically show no
symptoms for many years.

Hoboken has identified as-
bestos in all school facilities
and is preparing to solicit pro-
posals from abatement firms to
deal with the cancer-causing
material. In some cases, the
material must be removed
while in others, simple con-
tainment is sufficient.

It is hoped that asbestos
abatement can take place over
the- Christmas holiday.

The same firm that han-
dled the August asbestos re-

lease will handle the current
cleanup. The job is expected to
include cleaning up the fallen
tile, containing the potential
release of asbestos from adja-
cent tiles, and air sampling.

"They fully expect that all
air sample analysis will show
that no asbestos is present and
school should open on Mon-
day, " said trustee Gerald Costa,
who was briefed on the prob-
lem by the district's asbestos
management firm. Northeast-
ern Analytical.
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» , Deeainick Calieefci*
The Hoboken Planning

Board awarded preliminary
site plan approval last night for
two condominium proposals
put forth by the same
developer

One of the proposals calls
for a 10-unit condominium
building to be constructed at
121 Willow Ave.. property made
vacant two years ago when an
early-morning arson fire de-
stroyed a five-story tenement
there, killing four people

The plan would include
t ime off-street, on-site parking
spates, with an agreement by
thedeveloper to seek other off
site spaces.

Developer Richard Kocher
said his agreement to purchase
the property from the man who
owned it when the blaze oc-
curred was conditional on re-
ceiving site plan approval for
his proposal

The second proposal,
dubbed "Tara Gardens," calls
for a 12-unit condominium
building to be constructed at
207 Second St., on property cur-
rently half vacant and half oc-
cupied by some old storage
sheds. „

That proposal includes li
off-street, on-site parking
spaces — some indoor and
some outdoor. .

Both proposals require Ko-
cher to contribute affordable
housing units, but. according to
Robert Armstrong of the city s
Community Develeopnjent
Agency, Kocher has optedto
contribute cash instead Arm-
strong sa,d the contribution u
based on a formula of i ve per
cent of each buildings total
M l T t o c h S estimated the con-
tribution for the JiUow.Ave-
nue building would be $6twuu.
w"lh about $ 100,000 being con-

tributed for the Second Street
property.

The cash would be used
toward creating new afford-
able housing units in the city or
refurbishing existing ones.
Armstrong said

When built, the Willow Av-
enue proposal would close a
"glaring gap" amid seven five-
story rowhouses between First
and Second streets, said James
Me Knight, the architect hired
by Kocher.

"Since the fire there's a
glaring gap in the middle of the
street. It's become a place
where people throw trash,"
McKnight said "Filling in the

building will re-tie the urban
fabric on this block"

Concern for that same ur-
ban fabric led the Planning
Board members to reduce the
number of parking spaces for
the proposal from four to three.

The original plan called for
the developers to build two
parking areas, one on the north
end of the building for three
cars and a garage on the south
end for a single compact car.

Board member David Rob-
erts noted that creation of
those separate entrances
would mean elimination of two
curbside spaces that currently
exist in front of the property

-That's a net gain of two park-
ing spaces," Roberts said, add-
ing that the new driveways
would interrupt the continu-
ity of the block's rowbouses.

Elimination of the single-
car garage would reduce the
tradeoff to three off street
spaces for one curbside space,
the board agreed.

Kocher said he is not cer-
tain when construction would
begin on the two sites, but he
said the Willow Avenue project
would probably be started
first, tentatively beginning
next spring.

Meanwhile, the board
amended a blight map ap-

ct 10 for the city's
southern waterfront develop-
ment plan The new map in-
cludes the Fourth Street ball-
field, which had been excluded
from the earlier version.

Though the field is being
blighted, city Business Admin-
istrator Edwin Chius said it's
ior the purpose of upgrading,
not elimination

The city plans to have the
field's left field support wall
extended so the playing field,
which overlooks Frank Sinatra
Drive, can be expanded to reg-
ulation Little League size,
Chius said.

By Dominick Calicchio

school gains win praise

Woman may coach boys
By Dominick Calicchio .* i women's basketball team to a

IIIif/d*national collegiate champion-
Hoboken, widely believed ship in 1978.

to be the site of the first-ever If the board approves the
baseball game, may soon be- nomination, it is believed that

home to another sports Wendelken will become the
first woman ever in Hudson
County to coach a boys' high
school basketball team.

Mauro DeGennaro, the
schools' athletic director, who
nominated Wendelken, said he
wasn't looking to establish a
milestone for sexual equality
when he chose Wendelken in-
stead of a male candidate.

"That wasn't the motivating

Education — .
gains in improving
test scores, but

ftrStAt last night's Hoboken
Board of Education meeUng,
Schools Superintendent Wai
ipr J Fine read a letter ni
received nominatingia woman
to be assistant coach of^Hobo
ken High School's boys basket
K l team beginning this
SCa The nominee is Maureen

ken, who nearly
the Montclair State

ft
ered a p
state takeover.
system

candidate for

Vtilofls Suoerin-
l ^ i s Acocella attend-

Fine.

1989-90 school year because it a 94.2 percent passing rate for
has made reasonable progress ninth graders this year.

.:— ;.t. H^firiencies." Four years ago, sixth grad-
ers at all six Hoboken elemen-
tary schools failed to achieve
the minimum level of profi-
ciency in math. This year, sixth
graders at five of those schools
raised those percentages as
high as 93 3 percent.

Acocella was pleased by
the figures. "They're still not
there, but that doesn't mean
they won't be "

Also pleased by the results
De maue iu u ^ was Mayor Patrick Pasculli,
district has achieved its who was a teacher in the sys-

- ...._;# >fcn,,M tem until last December.
In other business, the

board amended its recent poli-
cy statement regarding child

county office staff will be made
" " »'»«w«»Hj| said,

of this

cy siaieincui .«-»-•-—o -
abuse, Permitting board em-

tion for the remainder of the

lieve the report "would be
likely to endanger the child or
the employee or would be like-
ly to result in retaliation
against the child or in employ-
ment discrimination against
the employee."

The board also voted to re-
scind the recent appointment
of guidance counselor Frank J.
Pechello as business industry
liaison to the state's "10,000
Jobs" vocational program.
Board Secretary Anthony
Curko said Pechello believed
his transition to the new post
had been hampered by the re-
cent dismissal of a city Commu-
nity Development Agency offi-
cial who had been serving as
coordinator for the program.
Curko said the district would

See WOMAN — Page 8.

Woman may coach boys
Continued from Page 1 I ' iKkContinued from
factor," DeGennaro said. "As
far as qualifications, she has
plenty of them."

DeGennaro said Wendel-
ken, a Hoboken resident, has
taught physical education in
the city schools for 25 years;
coached the girls' basketball
team at Holy Family Academy
in Union City for 16 years and
piloted Montclair State during
the era of Carol Blazejowski,
one of the greatest women col-
lege basketball players ever.

Wendelken's husband.
John, is considered a high
school basketball legend in Ho
boken and starred on the Holy
Cross College basketball team.
DeGennaro said.

DeGennaro said Wendel-
ken would be replacing him as
assistant coach. He said he
tried to give up the post five
years ago after assuming the
athletic director's duties, but
had trouble finding candi-
dates, so he stayed on, but de-
cided this year he could no
longer wear both hats.

DeGennaro said Wendel-
ken's duties as assistant coach

State report cards
rate performance^
of Hoboken schools

Reports grade schools
• . Pinp arcued that compai

Journal file photo

Maureen Wendelken
would be decided by head coa-
ch Gene Sparta, who guided the
Red Wings to a conference title
in Hudson County last season
before losing the champion-
ship game to Marist.

How does Sparta feel about
Wendelkin's selection? "1 don't
know who applied," he said.
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By James Efstathiou

The first report cards to
focus on the performances of
schools instead of students will
be issued in Hoboken's public
schools today.

Prepared by the state De-
partment of Education, the re-
port cards offer parents a quick
reference for information on
their child's school, including
basic skills test scores, student
attendance and how much the
district is spending on each
student.

The cards will be issued
along with regular student re-
port cards in the elementary
grades today and in the high
school next week.

Each of the states 2,174 el-
ementary and secondary
schools will receive similar re-
port cards, according to a
spokesman for the state De-
partment of Education.

In Hoboken's six elemen-
tary schools, according to the
state report cards, the percent-
age of students who met state

standards on basic skills tests
was generally below the state
average.

Four of the elementary
schools were competitive with
state figures, but tests scores in
the Thomas G. Connors School
and the Daniel S. Kealy School
were significantly below state-
wide results.

Connors and Kealy schools,
along with A.J. Demarest
School, had a higher number of
students with limited English
language skills compared to
state averages. Overall, atten-
dance in the elementary
schools was slightly below the
state average, as was the ratio
of students to licensed
professionals.

In the high school (1,150
students in grades 9-12), atten-
dance was below the state aver-
age, as was the percentage of
9th graders who passed all
three sections of the High
School Proficiency Test.

Only 58.9 percent of Hobo-

See REPORT _ Page 12.

AIDS task force celebrates first year
"•itU 1ha nrmmntment of a new nafes volunteers, raises funds sidered a plus because of

By James Efstathiou

The Hoboken Mayor's Task
Force on AIDS celebrated its
first anniversary yesterday

with the appointment of a new nafes voluoie
chairman and the announce-
ment that the group is expand-
ing into neighboring towns.

Patrick Caufield. Hoboken
welfare director, will replace
Assemblyman Bernard Kenny
as Task Force chairman. Cau-
field has been an active volun-
teer on the Task Force and with
FAITH Services, a related
AIDS service program.

In addition, Task Force di-
rector Jean Forest has been
appointed by the North Hud-
son Council of Mayors to ex-
pand her work in the seven
towns represented on the
council.

The Task Force was formed
18 months ago by Kenny and
Hoboken Mayor Patrick Pas-
culli. The group, in conjunction
with FAITH Services, coordi-

uaiu .u»u., 'eers, raises funds
and sees to the needs of AIDS
patients and their families.

The need for such services
is acute in Hudson County
which is projected to have
15,000 reported AIDS cases, the
third most of any county in the
country, according to Forest.

"I could not have accom-
plished very much without
their support," said Forest of
Pasculli and Kenny. "It sets the
tone in the community. Instead
of creating a problem, the com-
munity on a grass roots level
created a solution."

Expanding services to the
north Hudson communities es-
sentially establishes a program
where none existed. Forest
said. Jersey City and Bayonne
have similar programs.

Bringing in Caufield is con-

sidered a plus because of his
experience with AIDS patients
and his connection to the city
welfare program. Often, AIDS
patients reach a point where
going to work is impossible and
social assistance becomes
essential.

As welfare director, Cau-
field said he can smooth out
some of the bureaucratic red
tape involved in applying for
various federal and state
funds.

Because AIDS in Hudson
County has primarily struck
heterosexual youths (over two
thirds of county AIDS patients
are heterosexual) education
and counseling is expected to
target younger children.

This week, Forest said she
will begin AIDS counseling in
the elementary grades.

Continued from Page 1
ken 9th graders passed the
reading, writing and mathe-
matics sections of the HSPT,
against 83.8 percent statewide

The high school has a high-
er than average dropout rate, 8
percent compared to 4.9 per-
cent statewide, and a much
higher percentage of students
who do not attend the same
school throughout the year.

Scholastic Aptitude Test
scores, (used by colleges to
rank prospective freshmen)
were significantly lower than
the state average, as was the
amount of time school is in
session each day, 5Va hours in
Hoboken compared to nearly 6
hours statewide.

Hoboken High Schoolgrad
uates are more likely than
their peers in the rest of the
state to attend a four-year col-
lege in New Jersey rather than
one out of state or to enter a
technical institute after school,
according to the report.

In addition, it cost $6,093 to
educate a student in the Hobo-
ken school system in 1988-89, as
opposed to a state average of
$5,185.

Intended to increase
knowledge of the public school
system, officials fear the report
cards are likely to generate
some confusion as well. That,
along with the prospect of "un-
fair" comparisons with schools
in other districts based on the
report cards has administra-
tors skeptical of their value.

"I don't see any problem
with the state report card ex-
cept that its not explained."
said School Superintendent
Walter Fine.

Fine argued that compar-
ing school districts solely on
the basis of test scores is unfair
without taking other factors
into consideration

Hoboken has a large per-
centage of students, for in-
stance, who enter the system
with poor English language
skills.

He also faulted the report
for not showing year-to-year
comparisons of test scores
within the district which have
been on the rise since 1986

Although Hoboken stu-
dents remain below state aver-
ages in basic skills proficiency,
they are nearing the minimum
level required by the state be-
fore the distr ict can be
certified

Hoboken was dropped into
Level III monitoring by the
state for chronically low test
scores and poor administrative
procedures. The district is in
the second year of a three-year
corrective action plan that ad-
ministrators hope will lead to
certification

Accompanying the report
cards is a letter from Fine in-
viting parents to contact their
child's principal for further
clarification of the reports.

All information in the state
cards is compiled at the dis-
trict's administrative offices
and is available to parents on
request. Fine said.

Student report cards, for
example, also include individ-
ual results of basic skills tests.

However, with the! state re-
port cards, parents can see at a
glance how their child's school
stacks up against other schools
in several key areas.

In Hoboken

1Project **
proposal
adopted
Waterfront plan
goes to council
»y EDWARD K-jMAJWAJHAW^
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - The Planning
Board last night adopted and for-
warded to the City Council an
amended plan to develop the
southern part of the city's water-
front.

The plan to build a 30.5-acre
office and apartment complex on
the mostly abandoned Hudson
River piers wa» approved, 7 1.

The lone disafenter, William
Jones, said before the vote that
the plan was "an abomination to
the city."

The board made three changes
in the waterfront plan, which was
designed by the Manhattan
a r c h i t e c t u r a l firm of
Ehrenkrantz, Eckstut & White
law, before voting to send it to the
City Council.

The changes included limiting
the height of proposed buildings
on Pier C to eight stories, requir-
ing that all proposed residential
structures have varying heighte
and mandating that all struc-
tures be built with their nar-
rowest side facing the water.

Board member Edwin Chius,
who also is city business adminis-
trator, said the second change
should be made so the apartment
buildings reflect "architectural
diversity and appearance."

He said the third change had to
be made because the state En-
vironmental Protection Depart-
ment requires buildings to be
constructed that way.

Jones read a prepared state-
ment before voting on the plan
began, Baying the design that the
board was considering was
markedly different from the one
was presented to the public in
February He said the board
shouM ask for another redevelop-
ment plan.

Board member David Roberts,
who is also a councilman, said the
plan was "well thought-out."

The city is still negotiating
with the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey to develop

operty.
t council is also expected U
f̂ve the plan."

Questioned by Newman ^ ; • qu , K

3 Hoboken directors OK'd
By EDWARD K. SHAWAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - The City Coun
cil last night confirmed Mayor
Patrick Pasculli's choices to fill
executive positions in three city
departments, two of them new.

The nominees included
Thomas Kennedy as public safety
director, George Guzman as
human resources director and

Vote delayed onioning law
oth^r document/penain- has no inter

AIDS task force gets new chairman

A vote on a proposed ordi-
nance that will result in major
changes in Hoboken zoning
was delayed at yesterdays
council meeting because of ad-
ditional amendments proposed
by the city's planning board

The council unanimously
voted to accept the amend-
ments but it will require read-
vertising the ordinance to in-
clude them in it and a public
hearing must then be held be-
fore the council can act on the
measure.

In other business, the coun-
cil adopted a redevelopment
plan for the southern water-
front from Fifth Street to the
Erie-Lackawanna Terminal In
a companion piece of legisla-
tion the council approved a
resolution to blight the south-
ern waterfront. The council
aiTo voted to amencT and use

and
ing to land use.

An attorney for Stevens In-
stitute of Technology filed a
formal objection to the changes
proposed in the zoning
ordinance.

Stevens contends the
changes discriminate against
the the school.

Some officials say Stevens
is concerned that changes in
permitted heights and density
restrictions could jeopardize
the school's development ven-
ture with Hartz Mountain In-
dustries, Inc. of Secaucus.

Joseph and Leigh Ann Pi-
sani. who own 95 River St.. also

d an objection to the
Th

j say they an? con.
cerned that blighting the area

ff rt t h e i r property's val-
^ m i g h t

t e m p t to acquire their landtemp ^ Q ^ ^ ^

Sources said the the city

interest in the Pisani
property.

The changes essentially es-
tablish new rules for the south-
ern waterfront to conform with
guidelines in a new master
plan drafted by the Ehrenk-
rantz Group and Eckstut of
New York.

Officials say because of the
nature of the changes being
recommended for the water-
front a special city council
meeting may be called to hold a
public hearing and vote on the
matter.

The council passed an
emergency resolution to re-
move a leaking 200 gallon oil
tank at City Hall and remove
contaminated soil around the
leak.

The council met in closed
session to discuss negotiations
with the Port Authority of NY.
and N.J. for development of the
southern waterfront site.

HOBOKEN - The Mayors
Task Force on AIDS celebrated
its first anniversary yesterday
and appointed a new chairman.

Patrick Caulfield is the new
head of the task force, replacing
Bernard F. Kenny J r . Demo-
cratic assemblyman from the
33rd District, who lives here.

Kenny was recognized yester-
day for his work as chairman and
also as a volunteer with the task

Caulfield has also been a task
force volunteer for the last year,
visiting many hospitalized AlDb
patients and offering assistance
to their families.

One purpose of the task force is
to collect and give out^infor-
mation about the disease r w w > „..„ — .
throughout the community. i n t e d b y t h e North Hudson
Another function of the organiza- * ^ u n d l o f Mayors to expand her
tion ia to raise money f ° r "": w o r k to the seven communities m
emergency needs of the afflicted ^ j . g a r e a
and their families. -EDWARD K. SHANAHAN.

The program was conceived by

Helen Macri as parks and public
property director.

All the nominees received
seven votes. Councilman Thomas
Newman voted against Kennedy
and Macri, questioning their
qualifications to hold their posts.
He abstained from the vote on
Guzman. Councilman Joseph
Delia Fave was absent.

Pasculli said yesterday all the
nominees "have a wide range of
experience in municipal govern
ment."

He added that the two new
departments - human resources
and parks and public property -
were created to improve city ser-
vices. , f

Pasculli said that, as head ot
human resources, Guzman, who
is city Office of Hispanic Affairs
director, will be in charge of min-
ority and poverty programs. The
new department's df i eA_were

f
formerly handled by the Office of
Business Adninistration.

Councilman Richard Del Boc-
cio lauded Macri as an excellent
choice to head the Park..and
Public Property Department be-
cause of her experience as a coun-

cilwoman, businesswoman and
longtime volunteer at St. Mary
Hospital.

Pasculli said yesterday the new
aeency will take some of the
S e n off the Public Wwka De-
partment, and the city will be
able to better address the prob-
lems with public buildings, es
pecially City Hall"

Public-safety responsibilities
have been handled by the city s
Law Department for the last two
vears according to the mayor.

He'said all of the nominees
have a "wide range of experience
with municipal g°ve™™ent;.

Pasculli pointed out that Ken-
nedy is a former councilman and
city policeman. As public safety
directpr, Kennedy will be respon-
sible for investigating the city s
need for an increased police pres-
ence and, Pasculli said No one
knows more about that than a
patrolman" .

Newman, referring to the
nominations of Macri and Ken-
nedy asked. "Are these simply
political appointments or are
these individuals qualified to
hold these positions?"

PATRICK CAULFIELD
Offers assistance to families
Jean Forest, who has been



The tension mounts For Hoboken, old-time splendor

All ayes ara on choreographer and coach Brand! Noble aa cheerleaders practice on 15th Street in Hobokan yaatarday. Tha
National Cheerleading Association members ara preparing for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade.

I I j 1! v i H . CS D O N MCCOY TMf HUDSON DISPATCH

Ready for the big strut
Hoboken is backdrop for Macy's parade rehearsal

C o l u m b U l C l u b b u i l d l " « o n B'oomfield Straat in Hobokan. whichD0N MCCOy wtl>ATCM

• y EDWARD K. SHANAHAN

Chaarlaadars from all ovar tha country. Including
Haathar Slada of St. Louis, cantar, practica In
Hobokan yaatarday.

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — Preparations for Macy's annual Thanksgiving
Day Parade were in high gear here yesterday afternoon, with
dancers and cheerleaders honing their routines in the cool autumn
air and workers putting the finishing touches on the elaborate
floats that will soon be winding through Manhattan streets.

For most of the 800 members of the National Cheerleaders
Association contingent to the parade who were strutting their stuff
yesterday, this is their first involvement with the big event.

For manager Manfred Bass, the man who puts the whole show
together inside Macy's Parade studio at 1505 Willow Ave., this
year's parade is the 30th for which he has designed and overseen
work on the floats that he said appeal to children and adults alike.

Both the newcomers and the old hand said yesterday that the
parade is an awesome production to be involved in.

"It's a great experience and something to remember forever,"
said Elizabeth Vanderzeyde, a high school cheerleader from
Bloomington, Ind.

This marks the fourth year that the association, located in

Please see MACY'S Page 18

City getting historic condos
High-priced units will be completed by June

•yJEDWARDK.SHANAHAW
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - One of the city's most
famous buildings is being restored to its
former glory and will house high-priced
condominiums when work is com-
pleted, those involved with the project

said yesterday.
The building is the former Columbia

Club at Bloomfield and 11th streets,
which was built before the turn of the
century as a private men's club by some
of the city's wealthiest residents, in-
cluding a New York department store
magnate, R.H. Macy, and Col. Edwin A.

Stevens, founder of Stevens Institute of
Technology.

According to one of the current co-
owners, the four large condominiums in
the refurbished Columbia Club will be'
the first "truly upscale, elegant apart

Please aee CONDOS Page 6

CONDOS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ments" in Hoboken.
Morgan Cline, a New York

financier, said he first bought
into the building as part of an
investment group 3V4 years ago.
He said that when the group's

plan to restore the building
languished, he and another part
ner, Ben D'Onofrio, decided to
buy out the other members for
$650,000.

Cline said he hired a local

15 police officers
to get promotions

Look for plenty of acrobatics In Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade. Cheerleaders yesterday work on their
timing.

On that nots ... chaarlaadars taka a braak yastarday during re-
haarsaU for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parada.

DON MCCOY THS HUDSON DISPATCH

DON MCCOY THE HUDSON DISPATCH

MACY'S
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dallas, has presented a dance
troupe at the parade and the first
year for the cheerleading group.

The dancers and cheerleaders
who will appear were chosen as
the outstanding performers at
summer camps run by the as-
sociation, said Executive Direc-
tor Michael Miller.

The participants come from 48
states and they pay their own
travel expenses, he said.

The cost of getting to the par-
ade appeared to be of little im-
portance to the mostly female
members of the cheerleading out-
fit, who said they kept off the chill
of the afternoon by thinking
about their appearance on Thurs-
day with top pop group New Kids
on The Block.

Bass is certainly not a new kid
on the block when it comes to the
Thanksgiving parade.

Although he has been super-
vising the design and construc-
tion of such time-honored de-
lights as The Doodle Bug and The
Turkey Float, he still has a gleam
in his eye when discussing his
new creations.

Bass said the one of the big
additions to this year's parade is
the American Folk Heroes float,
40 feet long and 60 feet high,
which features animated figures
of Paul Bunyan, Annie Oakley
and Johnny Appleseed.

"Each unit is so different, and
everybody has a favorite," Bass
said. "We try to capture the
hearts of everyone."

Continued frsm Page 1
cers at each rank. The seven
officers involved in the im-
proper 1986 promotions will
now be legitimately promoted.
They are Lts. Frank Garrick
and Peter Romano, who will be
made captains, and Sgts. Ra-
fael Cruz, Leo Lugo, Edward
Garcia, Christopher Gasbarro
and James Behrens, who will
be promoted to lieutenant.

Cruz has been an acting
lieutenant with pay since
March. He is, along with Lugo
and Garcia, party to a civil
rights lawsuit against the city
charging that their 1986 demo-
tions were racially motivated.
However, informed sources
said the suit will be dropped
when the promotions are made.

In addition, eight patrol-
men, Daniel Simone, Albert
Vannieuwenhoven, James Fitz-
simmons, Anthony Romano,
Edward Cunning, Dennis Ed-
gar, Robert Lisa and Robert
DeStefano, will be promoted to
sergeant

"Our bottom line was, we
decided to invest in the future
of the department," said Pas
culli. "We are optimistic that
our future revenue streams are

going to meet the additional
cost, but we feel it is an invest-
ment that's well reasoned."

To help soften potential
negative public reaction to the
move, which will effectively
take eight patrolmen off the
street, the administration is
seeking to have newly promot-
ed sergeants retain some pa-
trol responsibilities.

Pasculli conceded that, in
the past, language in a collec-
tive bargaining agreement be-
tween Hoboken and superior
officers has prevented superi-
ors from performing patrol
duties.

However, Pasculli said, "I
feel it's a management preroga-
tive and I'm going to exercise
it," adding that the union has
offered preliminary indica-
tions it will comply.

The Seton Hall report also
recommended a three-year
moratorium on promotions and
alternatives for career ad-
vancement in the department.
Pasculli said that alternative
tracks to career advancement
would be developed and that
salary increments for special-
ized police work are a
possibility.

architectural firm, Dean
Marchetto & Associates, to de
sign and execute the renovations.

Cline said the restoration
should be finished by June, with
the units gelling for between
$475,000 and $575,000.

Project designer John Nastasi
said yesterday that Marchetto
was awarded the contract for both
design and construction "to in-
sure that the architectual integri-
ty of the building will remain
intact."

Nastasi, a city native, said yes
terday he considers the former
Columbia Club "the most signifi-
cant building in Hoboken." Col-
umbia was an exclusive men's
club for 20 years around the turn
of the century. It became a Ma
sonic temple around 1910, then a
Catholic church until 1985, when
it was sold to the investment
group.

Each of the new condominiums
will be between 2,100 and 3,000
square feet and will be built
around one of the building large

spaces.
Nastasi said the architectural

firm has tried to retain many of
the building's original details,
including multiple fireplaces,
mahogany doors and brass rail-
ings.

Nastasi said each of the new
condominiums will take advan-
tage of one of the building's four
main spaces: the first-floor
billiard room, the second-floor
entertainment hall with a 27-
foot high plaster vaulted ceiling,
the double parlors and the top-
floor dining room.

Nastasi said a former bowling
alley in the basement will be
converted into a garage for own-
ers.

Cline said all of the apartments
will be duplexes, and each will
have at least two fireplaces.

He said one of the con-
dominiums has already been
sold, and he has reserved one for
himself, because "I love the build-
ing dearly."

T 5 pofice officers to get promotions
By Jan.es Efctathio.

Holiday cheer will tome
little early this year for 15 Ho-
boken police officers who will
be promoted today at ceremo-
nies beginning at 3 p.m. in City
Hall.

The announcement ends
years of frustration for the offi-
cers who have been languish-
ing on Civil Service promotion
lists while lawmakers debated
the virtue of the moves. Seven
of the officers were promoted
in 1986 but were returned to
their former rank when a judge
ruled the promotions invalid.

The last legitimate police
promotions in Hoboken came
in 1985 in the waning hours of

Mayor Steve Cappiello's ad-
ministration. Cappiello's deci-
sion to promote 12 sergeants
has been criticized for creating
a top-heavy department, a fac-
tor that weighed heavily in the
current promotions.

The debate over the promo-
tions has revolved around is-
sues of fairness and morale
versus fiscal practicality. Op-
ponents of the promotions said
the department already has too
many officers in relation to the
number of patrolmen and that
it would be fiscally irresponsi-
ble to appoint more superior
officers.

The promotions will cost
taxpayers approximately
$100,000 a year, around $5,000

per man plus longevity, accord-
ing to business administrator
Edwin Chius.

Those who lobbied for the
moves said not promoting the
officers who qualified on civil
service tests for the higher
rank would damage depart-
ment morale.

In the end, a Seton Hall
University professor's study of
the department was cited by
Mayor Patrick Pasculli to justi-
fy the moves.

While the report noted that
the department's current ratio
of officers to patrolmen cannot
be justified, it nonetheless en-
dorsed the promotions in the
interest of fairness and morale.

"In examining the present

structure, clearly further pro-
motional consideration ap-
pears absurd," according to the
survey prepared by Seton Hall
Professor Joseph Polenski.

However, Polenski said,
"The author sees no reason to
penalize those individuals
awaiting promotion, given the
apparent lack of planning in
the past."

Twenty-one officers are on
active promotional lists, some
for as long as four years. The
City Council made room for
most of them to be promoted in
October by amending the po-
lice table of organization,
which sets the number of offi-

See 15 POLICE — Page 8.

Hoboken council is set to rezone wcrterfronf""
cre'site is bVunded by *neBy James Efstathiou

The Hoboken City Council
is expected to enact sweeping
changes to zoning regulations
governing city-owned water-
front property at a special
meeting this afternoon.

The changes essentially es-
tablish zoning rules for the
city's southern waterfront in
accordance with design guide-
lines in a master plan drafted
by The Ehrenkrantz Group and
Bckstut of New York. The 30-

plus acresite is bViinded by *ne
Ene-Lackawanna terminal on
the south and Stevens Institute
of Technology on the north.

The changes have been en-
dorsed by the city Planning
Board and are expected to win
approval of a majority of the
council backed by Mayor Pat-
rick Pasculli Pasculli made
waterfront development a cor-
nerstone issue in two recent
mayoral elections and has sev-
en of nine council members
solidly behind his plans.

Following the public por-
tion of the meeting, the council
is expected to go into closed
session for an update on nego-
tiations on a waterfront devel-
opment agreement with the
Port Authority. The adminis-
tration, which has already
spent a $7 million up-front pay-
ment from the PA, has been
pushing to close a deal before
the year's end.

The zoning changes under
consideration would dictate
the future of the city's southern

waterfront, whether the PA
and the city strike a deal or not.
The changes set overall bulk
and height limits, open space
requirements and parking
standards.

"All this is doing is lining
up the zoning ordinance and
the Eckstut plan," said Coun-
cilman Thomas Newman.
"These are necessary steps to
have a non-PA option."

Newman has had sharp
criticism for Pasculli's negoti-
ating posture, particulars his

agreeing to the $7 million up-
front money before a deal is
struck.

The payment has weak-
ened the city's bargaining pos-
ture, Newman says, because
city coffers will be $7 million
short if no deal is reached.

But members of Pasculli's
negotiating team said the PA is
just as anxious to deal with
Hoboken and make what is ex-
pected to be a huge capital
investment in its own
backyard.



Hoboken and PA.
reach agreement
Continued from Page 1
Mayor Patrick Paseulli defeat
Councilman Joseph Delia Fave
in that contest.

The final agreement, which
has not been made public, mir-
rors the principles in general.

However. Pasculli and
sources close to the negotia-
tions said the city won on sever-
al key negotiating points, some
of which raised concern by crit-
ics during the talks.

Negotiations have been
tough, according to sources,
and at one point came close to
breaking down completely

In the past two weeks, ne-
gotiators met on a day-to-day
basis in order to bring a pack-
age to the council by mid-
December.

It is crucial for the city ad-
ministration to have a deal ap-
proved by Dec. 14, the last
scheduled meeting of the P.A.
commissioners this year. Only
after the commissioners ap-
prove the package will the city
get the $7 million payment.

To reach that deadline, the
administration had given nego-
tiations top priority. Several
special meetings of the council
and Planning Board were
scheduled in recent weeks to
develop legislation that will
enable the project to proceed

The city, for instance, re-
zoned the parcel according to a
master plan drafted by its New
York architects. Design crite-
ria call for a 330-foot office
tower, 16 million square feet of
residential development, a wa-
terfront esplanade. 3,000 park-
ing spaces, a 315-room hotel, a
14.5-acre marina and 13.9 acres
of open space.

Failure to gel the $7 mil-
lion from the PA. in 1889 would
create a year-end deficit which
could hurt the city's credit rat-
ing, according to the state De-
partment of Community Af-
fairs. The DCA allowed the city
to include the $7 million as a
revenue item in its budget.

Accepting (he $7 million up
front also drew sharp remarks
from administration critics
who charged that using the
money to offset a budget short-
fall weakened the city's bar-
gaining position with the P.A.
However, with a final agree-
ment at hand, Pasculli de-
fended the move and the deal,
which is expected to generate
more than $1 billion for Hobo-
ken over the next 50 years.

"I have no second guesses
on this," said Pasculli. "I think
the decision was right from the
beginning. It was a decision
that was made with financial
experts advising the city."

The deal calls for Hoboken
to lease 32.9 acres of waterfront
property to the P.A. for 50
years. The parcel is bordered
by the NJ Transit terminal to
the south and Stevens Institute
of Technology to the north.

The P.A. will be responsi-
ble for soliciting private devel-
opers for the project. The coun-
cil will create a non-profit
corporation to review propos-
als, but will retain the right to
grant final approvals.

In return, Hoboken will re-
ceive $30 million (minus the $7
million) over the next five
years, and a portion of the pro-
ject's gross revenues over 50
years. The project is expected
to create jobs, contribute to af-
fordable housing and build
parks in addition to the reve-
nue stream.

The P.A. will also wipe out
a debt of approximately
$150,000 that the city borrowed
20 years ago against a prior P.A.
lease.

In the principles, Install-
ments of the $30 million were
tied to such occurrences as the
receipt of developer proposals,
the execution of a developer
agreement and the lifting of a
state sewer linkup ban.

Pasculli said language in
the final agreement calls for
substantial portions of those
payments to be paid even if the
preconditions have not been
met.

Another clause in the
agreement that was criticized
allowed the P.A. to shift site
preparation costs to the devel-
oper. In the final agreement,
the P.A. must invest a minimum
of $41 million according to a set
timetable before site prepara-
tion costs can be passed along.

Work on North Park, for
example, must begin by March
1991 and must be completed in
l wo years Part of the site prep-
aration includes demolition of
!he headhouses on Pier C. The
P.A. received bids for that work
last month.

The lack of performance
guarantees and the conditions
tied to payments were attacked
by Councilman Thomas New-
man during the talks. Newman
also criticized the PA ' s "anti-
pirating" policy, which he
claimed makes it nearly impos-
sible for the agency to relocate

New York firms to the Garden
State The agency's Interstate
Relocation Policy, which dis-
courages businesses from mov-
ing across the Hudson River,
has not been changed in the
final agreement

In return for concessions
by the P.A, the city conceded
some issues, sources said One
was strict performance guaran-
tees for developers. Another
makes the city responsible for
any environmental cleanup on
city-owned land

The P.A. will also be al-
lowed to demolish the old U.S.
Department of Agriculture
building and cap the site if it
turns out to be too contaminat-
ed to build on.

While Pasculli says Hobo-
ken came out ahead overall, he
said the city and P.A. negotiat-
ed on a "balanced playing
field," and that each side
gained a respect for the other
through the negotiations

•Overall, there was a whole
lot of giving and taking, and we
took a lot more than we gave,"
said Pasculli.

If the deal is approved by
the council, it will go before the
P.A. commissioners. The gover-
nors of New York and New Jer-
sey will have 10 days to veto the
commissioners' decision be-
fore it is ratified

This is what the state
report cards tell you Schools' Report Cards

• " MttfWilMd M M I W ) * • • • • « * • tap***! M* D r a t * * .
The state report cards include the following

information'
• Total enrollment: The total number of stu-

dents in the school as reported to the state by the
school district. Reported on the last school day
of September 1988

• Per pupil MM*. The average annual cost of
educating a child in the school district — includ-
ing all current expense costs other than special
schools, tuition, community services and trans-
portation costs — as calculated by the state
Division of Finance. This figure differs from the
cost figures generated for tuition purposes. Cal-
culated for 1987-88.

• Student/Staff ratio: The ratio of students to
full-time licensed professionals, including
teachers, nurses, librarians and counselors, and
excluding part-time staff and central office ad-
ministrators The figure, reported to the state by
the school district, is not a student-to-classroom
teacher ratio. Reported on the last school day of
September 1988

• Drop-out rate: Reflects the number of drop-
outs from grades 9-12 in one school year, not the
number of students in the graduating class who
dropped out in the course of four years of high
school. Calculated for 1987-88.

— Deborah Yaffe

Hoboken
and PA.

nk y/tf ,
cut deal
By James Efstathiou

Hoboken and the Port Au-
thority of New York and New
Jersey have reached an agree-
ment to develop the city's
southern waterfront.

The agreement is said to
guarantee $30 million in up-
front payments to the city and a
$41 million investment in site
improvements.

The accord, which is being
fine tuned over the weekend,
will be introduced to the City
Council at a special meeting
Monday.

Administration officials
have targeted the council's reg-
ular Dec. 6 meeting for a public
hearing and final vote.

The draft of the agreement,
said to run between 150 and 200
pages, is based on a prelimi-
nary accord between the bi-
state agency and the city.

Those "Principles of
Agreement," which brought a
$7 million up-front payment to
the city, were approved by the
council only days before May's
mayoral election and have
been credited with helping

See HOBOKEN — Page 4.

Journal phots by Lany Cu** iC

Hoboken Police Sgt. Fred Ferrante, left, pins sergeant's bars on "
Albert Van Nieuwenhowen following promotion ceremonies
yesterday in City Hall. The two were partners 10 years ago.

Long wait is over
for Hoboken cops
Continued from Page 1
it to it." He was referring to a
civil rights suit brought by him-
self, Lugo and Cruz claiming
that their demotion three years
ago was racially motivated.

They were three of seven
officers whose promotions by
out-going city Law Director
Salvatore IVAmelio were over-
turned in Superior Court.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli,
who persuaded the City Coun-
cil to enact legislation paving
the way for the promot ions, was
on hand to pin new badges on
the men.

That is, with one exception.
Sgt. Anthony Romano received
his badge from his father, Capt.
Anthony Romano.

"I'm elated with the promo-
tion of my son Anthony and I
was happy to be able to pin the
badge on him," said Capt Ro-
mano. "It was worth the wait."

The promotions will be-
come effective Thursday.

The ceremony preceded
the scheduled swearing in last
night of three new directors in
city government.

Two of the positions were
created by the council last
month with the establishment
of a Department of Human Re-
sources and a Department of
Parks and Public Buildings.

George Guzman, current di-
rector of minority affairs, and
Helen Macri, former City Coun-
cil president, will fill those po-
sitions respectively.

Thomas Kennedy, a retired
city police officer, will be
named director of public
safety.

That position has been
filled by city Law Director Eu-
gene O'Connell who said he
was against consolidating the
two jobs when he first became
law director.

"I thought from the very
beginning that it was a bad
idea," said O'Connell after per-
forming what is likely to be his

last official act as public safety
director at the polio*
ceremony. **

O'Connell said his dual
role sometimes created a con-
flict of interest in cases involve
ing alleged misconduct by mj^
nicipal employees. -*

As public safety directrjr,
he acted as hearing officer
when charges were brought
against members of the Policy
or Fire departments.

However, in that capacity,
O'Connell was bound to weigfh
testimony by members of hi*
legal staff who represented the
city.

But the attention of thott
in City Hall yesterday was fo-
cused squarely on the
promotions. *,

Almost forgotten was the
seemingly endless debate
which revolved around issues
of fairness and morale versos
fiscal practicality.

Opponents of the promo-
tions said the department JJUV
ready has too many officers
compared to the number of pa-
trolmen and that it would be
fiscally irresponsible to crept!
more superiors.

The promotions will cob
taxpayers approximately
$100,000, around $5,000 }>w
man plus longevity, according
to Business Administrator Ed
win Chius.

But those who had lobbied
for the moves said that not pro-
moting the officers who placed
high enough on Civil Service
tests to qualify for the higher
rank would damage morale

In the end, it was a Setbn
Hall University professot's
study of the department which
was cited by Mayor Patrick Pas-
culli to justify the moves.

"Most of the time they
make promotions, there is al-
ways some controversy," Said
Cnmmins.

"It's always a happy occa-
sion when it does occur."

Long wait is over for Hoboken cops
By James Efstathiou I

reeSvIt took only threeSv/rds
from Hoboken Police Chief
George Crimmins to bring a
chorus of cheers and applause
yesterday from a packed house
in the City Hall courtroom.

The occasion was the long-
awaited swearing in of 15 Ho-
boken police officers to higher
ranks.

The promotions, the first in
the department since 1985,
marked the end of a heated

political debate which left 21
7 officers eligible for advance-

ment trapped in a state of
limbo.

So when Crimmins ad-
dressed the crowd of relatives,
friends and well-wishers, he
spoke directly to their years of
frustration.

After reading the list of
those who were to be promot-
ed, Crimmins paused and
declared:

"Gentlemen. It's over."
When the cheering subsid-

ed, the officers were called to
take the oath of their new rank
in three groups.

First were Lts. Frank Gar-
rick and Peter Romano who
were sworn in as captains by
City Clerk James Farina.

Following were Sgts. Ra-
fael Cruz, Leo Lugo. Edward
Garcia, Christopher Gasbarro
and James Behrens who were
made lieutenants.

Finally, Patrolmen Daniel
Simone, Albert Van Nieuwen-
hoven, James Fitzsimmons, An-

thony Romano. Edward Cun-
ning. Dennis Edgar. Robert
Lisa and Robert DeStefano
took the oath as sergeants

"It feels great," said Gar-
rick, adding that he, like the
others, at some point doubted
that the move would ever be
made.

"I'm glad it's over," said
Garcia. "I'm glad that this ad-
ministration had the foresight
to see that our lawsuit has mer-

See LONG WAIT — Page 4.

BAYONNE
Bayonne High
Bailey
Donohoe
Harris
Lincoln Community
Mann
Roberson
Robinson
Roosevelt
Vroom Learning Center
Washington
Wilson

EAST NEWARK"
East Newark (K-8)

GUTTENBERG"
Anna L. Klein (K-8)

HARRISON
Harrison High
Lincoln (K-5)
Washington (6-8)

HOBOKEN
Hoboken High
Joseph F. Brandt
Salvatore Calabro
Thomas G. Connors
Dernarest
Kealey
Wallace

JERSEY CITY
Dickinson
Ferris
Lincoln
Snyder
Academic
Frank R. Conwell (No. 3)
Michael Conri (No. 5)
Jotham W. Wakeman (No. 6)
School 8
Kennedy (No. 9)
Martin Luther King Jr. (No. 11)
Julia Barnes (No. 12)
School 14
Whitney M Young Jr. (No. 15)
Cornelia F Bradford (No. 16)
Joseph H Bronsinger (No. 17)
School 20
School 22
Mahatma Gandhi (No. 23)
Charles Walters (No. 24)
Nicholas Copernicus (No. 25)
School 27
School 28
School 29
Alexander D. Sullivan (No. 30)
School 31 (special ed)
School 32 {special ed)
School 33
School 34
Rafael De J. Cordero (No. 37)
James F Murray (No. 38)
Dr Charles F DeFuccio (No. 39)
Ezra L Nolan (No. 40)
Fred Martin (No 41)
Constance P Nichols (No. 42)
Jersey City Regional Day

KEARNY
Kearny High
Franklin
Garfield
Lincoln
Roosevelt
Schuyler
Washington

NORTH BERGEN
North Bergen High
Robert Fulton
Franklin
Horace Mann
Lincoln
Kennedy
McKinley

SECAUCUS
Secaucus High
Clarendon
Huber Street

UNION CITY
Union Hill
Emerson
Robert Waters
Sarah Gilmore
Washington
Edison
Hudson
Jefferson
Roosevelt

212 $3,830

607 $3,035

6«2
624
439

$3,902
$3,902
$3,902

1,150
380
356
502
484
413
437

$6,093
$6,093
$6,093
$6,093
$6,093
$6,093
$6,093

2.204
1.281
1095
1288

358
541
654
804

1211
667
863
585
842

1040
329
957
638
1,117
1051
900

1097
801
532
382
618
180
322
358
749
800
877
770
719
841
168

$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654
$5654
$5654
$5654
$5,654
$5654
$5,654
$5,654
$5,654

1425
712
469
539
346
269
552

$5,022
$5022
$5,022
$5,022
$5,022
$5,022
$5,022

1711
737
474
•91
443

m

$4,890
$4,890
$4890
$4,890
$4,890
$4,890
$4,890

686
3S2

3m

$6,419
$6,419
$6419

1086
1,346
1048
463

1284
552
215
696

$4,436
$4,436
$4,436
$4,436
$4,436
$4,436
$4436
$4436
$4436

WEEHAWKEN
Weehawken High
Woodrow Wilson
Webster
Roosevelt

495
238
266
306

$5,140
$5,140
$5,140
$5,140

WEST NEW
Memorial
School 1
School 2
SchooU
School 4
School 5
Harry L. Bam

YORK
1653
839
490
94t
394
664
70S

$4866
$4866
$4866
$4866
$4866
$4866
$4866

LW2
416
369
409
334
416
401
466
364
466
354
388

$4968
$4968
$4968
$4968
$4968
$4968
$4968
$4968
$4968
$4968
$4,968
$4968

H
20

172
17

159
203
143
202

14
152
186
185

13.3

13.5

129
16
20

12
109
13.2
105
103
96
9.9

109
9.2
98
9.6
11.9
129
117
164
168
13.3
13.9
163

«
16

12.2
15

177
145
164
16.7
169
15.7
144
147
15.8
&6
64

19.9
17

13.3
214
15.1

14
129

46
121
131

115
117

109
IS

123
133

9.3
10.1
9J

123
117
146
« 1
15.7

16
1&2
6.9

14.5

121
13.2
133
133

9.4
113
13.6
13.4
15.2
13.3
15.3

•^f^?^ o n r " 0 ' cosf of educating orm chM m your cMMct
tan Nemo* rtfttorm attend Newton High School Guttenbmg attend North ttoen High school

New Mmy State Department ot education

* » *

5%

29%

6%

115%
13.4%
207%
17,7%

0%

3.8%

82%

19%

9.9%
17%

3.1%

61%



Council names 3 after debating their choice
* » Dwainick Calicchio

The Hoboken City Council
last night made three appoint-
ments to newly created city
posts, but not before debating
the rationale behind the selec-
tions of two of the candidates
•nd the necessity for the third.

Former city council mem-
bers Thomas Kennedy and Hel-
en Macn were named public
safety director and director of
parks and public buildings, re-
spectively, while George Guz-
man, the city's current director
of minority affairs, was named
director of human resources.

The three candidates had
been named by Mayor Patrick
Pasculli, but required approv-
al by the council.

Guzman's current respon-
sibilities will be absorbed un-
der his new title, according to
City Council President E. Nor-
man Wilson.

Each appointment re-

ceived the backing of seven
council members First Ward
Councilman Thomas Newman
opposed Kennedy and Macri
and abstained from the vote on
Guzman. Second Ward Council-
man Joseph Delia Fave was
absent

Prior to the votes, Newman
said the nominations of Kenne-
dy and Macn raised specula-
tion about whether Pasculli ap-
pointed them because they still
wield political influence in the
city.

Kennedy, a retired city po-
lice officer, served two terms
as councilman-at-large, from
1977 to 1965. He also ran for
mayor in 1985. Macri was ap-
pointed to the council in 1960
when Bernard Scrivani retired.
Elected to a four-year term the
following year, she decided in
1985 against seeking re-elec-
tion. Her husband. Gene, had
died earlier that year.

Newman questioned

whether the candidates' expe-
rience in public office quali-
fied them to serve in special-
ized capacities. Kennedy's new
post puts him in charge of the
city's police and fire depart-
ments, a job that had been a
function of the city law
director.

Macri now oversees main-
tenance of public parks,
schools, firehouses and City
Hall.

"For these particular jobs,
what we need is people with a
certain amount of expertise,"

said Newman.
But Councilman at Large

Richard Del Boccio and Sixth
Ward Councilman David Rob-
erts came to the defense of
Kennedy and Macri, saying the
candidates' work in various
civic groups has demonstrated
their flexibility.

Kennedy was cited for his
work with the local Boy Scouts
and the Hoboken Elks and Ma-
cri for her association with St
Mary Hospital.

Newman said he didn't
doubt that both candidates had

made significant
contributions.

"I'm sure many people
•©old agree that they're re-
j ec t ed pillars of the commu-
nity," Newman said

Roberts charged Newman,
a frequent administration crit-
ic, with holding "a little double
standard regarding the may-
oral appointments, saying the
council had recently backed
three members of Tom's
club." as appointments to the
city Zoning Board of
Adjustment.

Newman answered that
two of the Zoning Board ap-
pointees, a licensed architect
and a professional planner,
do not live in my ward and

were not involved in my elec-
tion." but acknowledged that
he considered all three to be
friends of his.

* I'm not going to (support
the appointment of my) ene-
mies just to prove I'm not put-
ting on friends, and I don't ask
that of anybody else," Newman
replied in answer to the
criticism.

PATRICK PASCULLI I Q
Happy'over plan \S\\•
Despite objections * \

Big port
deal is
unveiled
Pasculli takes wraps
off waterfront plan
By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - The long-
awaited waterfront development
agreement between the city and
the Port Authority that will es-
tablish a half-century partner-
ship between them, and will
bring an immediate $7 million
payment to the city, was pres-
ented to City Council members at
a special meeting last night.

Over the strenuous objections
of two members, the council voted
to waive the usual 30-day public
review period that accompanies
the introduction of new ordi-
nances so the city can move
quickly to approve the agree-
ment.

Most council members were
getting their first look at the 125-
page agreement and its accompa-
nying exhibits, which were com-
pleted in marathon negotiating
sessions held during the week-
end.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli, who
once opposed the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey deal
when he was a council member,
said at the meeting he was
"happy to report that we now
have the final agreement with
the Port Authority."

Authority spokesman Alan
Morrison said the bistate agency
hopes a final agreement will be
ratified shortly.

Please see PACT Page 19
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1
"It's safe to say we feel this is a

proposal that meets the needs of
both the city and the P.A.," Mor-
rison said.

Pasculli has marked the Dec. 6
council meeting for a public hear-
ing and final vote on the agree-
ment. Pasculli is anxious to have
the deal ratified by both sides
before the end of the year, be
cauae the city needs the initial $7
million from the authority. It
already has been counted in this
year's budget.

The deal generally follows the
Principles of Agreement the two
parties signed in May and calls
for the city to lease 30.5 acres of
Hudson River waterfront prop-
erty for 50 years to the authority.

Under the agreement, the
authority is obligated to invest
$41 million in the infrastructure
of the site, which is bounded to
the north by Stevens Institute of
Technology and to the south by
Hoboken Terminal.

The city will receive $30
million in upfront payments from
the authority, with the first $10
million to be delivered uncondi-
tionally, one when the agreement
is finalized and the second next
September.

To receive the remaining $20
million, the agreement establish-
es certain guidelines the city
must meet, although sources said
these obligations were softened
during the negotiating process.

The authority and the city will
split the gross revenues from all
subleases at the waterfront site
for the next 30 years at a 75-25
percent ratio. For the remaining
20 years of the lease, the tide will
turn and the city will receive a 60
percent cut.

Councilman David Roberts
made the motion to waive the 30-
day review period, which passed
by a 61 margin, with Joseph
Delia Fave the lone dissenter.

"We're sitting here as decision
makers for the city and I don't
think 14 days is enough time to
perform that function," Delia
rave said.

Councilman Thomas Newman
said, "I don't think to act this
quickly is ritrht.

HOBOKEN FERRY J

Picture this:
transportation to New York
that includes neither traffic
jams nor PATH delays; that
enables Wall Street area
commuters to breeze in to
work while viewing the
Manhattan skyline; that
allows you to enjoy the
smell of fresh air — well, as
fresh as you can get in an
area this urban.

What you're seeing is a
leisurely rush hour commute
via a small fleet of 400-
passenger vessels
connecting Hoboken with
the Big Apple.

The service is only a few
months old, but initial
reports about passenger
usage suggest smooth
sailing.

The first few days of
service, Port Authority
officials reported that some
2,000 people used the three
ferries that travel weekdays
between the Hoboken Ferry
Terminal and Battery Park
City.

The boats make 18 trips
between 7 am. and 9:50 a.m.
and another 18 between 4
p.m. and 7 p.m.

The earliest of riders
are rewarded with a glimpse
of the sunrise. If you miss
the first ferry, the next one

Journal photos
by Scott Lituchy

is scheduled to leave in 10
minutes. And you can watch
the boat sail into the sunrise
while you wait.

One of the happiest
commuters to use the
service can be found
Monday through Friday at
the helm of the Alexander
Hamilton.

Mark Summers' job is to
pilot the ship between ports.

The Bayonne resident is a
former tug boat captain who
is quite satisfied with his
new job.

Tug boat work required
him to leave his family for
up to three weeks. The
difference in piloting a ferry
boat is "you're home every
night having dinner with
your wife and your kids," he
says.

New controversy over sludge plans
_ . „ T-f- I ' J V l S t to remove the IHh hour, they're looking ".aUon for the .ir ju.lity

$7M down payment

By James Efstathiou

The municipal and county
sewerage authorities oversee-
ing a $97.6 million upgrade of
Hobokens sewage treatment
are battling over sludge remov-
al technology.

The Hoboken-Union City-
Weehawkcn Sewage Authority,
which owns and operates the
plant, last month approved a
$34.9 million contract that calls
for an innovative "gasification"
method of sludge disposal.

Sludge, the byproduct of
the sewage treatment process,
is currently shipped to out-of-
state landfills.

With gasification technol-
ogy, the sludge is floated over
heated sand, which creates
combustion. Steam created
from the process is used to gen-
erate electricity in the plant
and the exhaust is released
through smokestacks equipped

with' scrubbers to remove
pollutants.

The state Department of
Environmental Protection has
delayed granting an air quality
permit for the gasification pro-
cess, however, and the tri-city
authority wants to look at po-
tentially cheaper alternatives.

The authority will meet to-
night in Hoboken to consider
those options.

Authority Chairman Rich-
ard Wolff said the DEP delay
has given the agency a chance
to examine alternatives.

But George Crimmins, ex-
ecutive director of the Hudson
County Sewage Authority,
claims part of a $30 million
federal grant may be jeopar-
dized If the authority doesn't
move ahead with gasification.

"They had all year to look
at alternative plans," said
HCUA Commissioner Anthony
Russo. "Now, all of a sudden at

the llth hour, they're looking
to change things around.

"In my opinion, the longer
this continues to be nebulous,
the more fees there are for the
consulting people in the tri-city
authority."

But protecting fees is ex-
actly what sources in the au-
thority say HCUA commission-
ers are interested in. If a more
conventional technology for
sludge removal is used, only a
few million dollars of the fed-
eral grant will be lost, the
sources said.

If the overall cost of a new
contract is less than the grant
reduction, the total project cost
goes down. But that would cost
the HCUA, sources said, since
it generates revenue solely by
taking a percentage of the fed-
eral grants.

Crimmins said he expects
to meet with the DEP this week
to turn over additional infor-

mation for the air quality per-
mit application. If public hear-
ings are not required, he said, a
decision on the application
would be forthcoming.

The DEP wants computer
projections of wind currents in
the area, an increase in the
height of the smokestacks, and
more efficient ratings for the
smoke scrubbers, Crimmins
said. He added that the infor-
mation was provided last year
but may have been misplaced
following personnel changes in
the DEP.

Public hearings on the gas-
ification technology were held
in 1985, he added.

Wolff said additional pub-
lic hearings are essential and
contended that the delay in get-
ting the DEP permit, along with
an engineer's report question-
ing the reliability of the new
technology, justify examining
the alternatives.

Hoboken-P.A. waterfront
deal OK expected today
By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — Negotiators ex-
pect to iron out the final details of
an agreement today that will
pave the way for development of
the city's Hudson River water-
front and bring a much-needed $7
million down payment for the
property, officials involved in the
talks said.

If all goes as expected at today's
session, the deal between the city
and the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey will be
introduced to the City Council at
a special meeting Monday night,
City Business Administrator
Edwin Chius said.

"On Saturday, we'll be doing

the last bit of fine tuning on the
contract," Chius said.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli, gener-
ally acknowledged to be the driv-
ing force behind the proposed
deal, was unavailable for com
ment.

William Cahill, an authority
spokesman, yesterday said he
was unaware an agreement be-
tween the two sides was so close,
but "the negotiations have been
going well and we're trying to
reach agreement by the end of the
year."

Chius said the final contract
between the city and the
authority is "basically the same"
as the one spelled out in the
"Principles of Agreement" the
two parties signed in May

THAT INFORMAL pact
called for the authority to pay the
city $7 million up front this year
and an additional $23 million
during the next five years for the
right to lease the 32-acre property
on the city's southern waterfront
to private developers who would
build highrise office and apart
ment buildings.

In addition, the contract calls
for the authority to invest more
than $40 million to ready the site
for construction.

Before it can go into effect, the
contract needs the final approval
of both the City Council and the
authority's Board of Com-
missioners. Pasculli and other ad-
ministration officials have been
working to gain city approval of

PATRICK PASCULLI
Pushed for the deal.

the contract in time for the tiuai
commissioners' meeting, which is
scheduled Dec. 14.

It is crucial for the city to get
the first $7 million payment from
the authority since that money
already has been figured into the
1989-90 municipal budget and
without it the cit^will be forced
to borrow funds, ytkials said



Dell'Aquila, others face forclosure in Hoboken
•y Mil OBapfceliy / of uptown waterfront Reynolds, that owe Hoboken at 015 a.m. in City Hail The Street the aoomn.
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By Mil

Reclusive developer'
thony Dell'Aquila heads the
list of delinquent Hoboken tax-
payers, owing the city more
than $400,000 on his collection

of uptown
properties.

Dell'Aquila is one of doz-
ens of companies and individ
uals, including convicted mob-
ster Martin Casella and
indicted developer Patrick

Reynolds, that owe Hoboken
about $1.5 million in back taxes
and water and sewage fees, ac-
cording to legal notices.

The city will auction off
certificates for the properties
at its annual tax sale on Dec. 12

at 015 a.m. in City Hail The
city can foreclose on the prop-
erty of the owners that do not
pay off the full amount owed.

DellAquila owes the city
$413,000 in back taxes, includ-
ing $211,000 on 1500 Hudson

building.
He also owes the city

ly more than $4,000 in
water and ;

he owns at
on a

Pier 15

Hoboken-P.A,.waterfront plans
go before City Council tonight
By James Efstathiou

Hoboken will take a giant step toward
developing its southern waterfront tonight
when a proposal to lease 31 acres of city-
owned waterfront to the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey is presented to
the City Council.

If the measure is ultimately approved,
it will lock Hoboken and the bistate au-
thority into a 50-year development part-
nership. Mayor Patrick Pasculli has target-
ed the Dec. 6 council meeting for a public
hearing and final vote.

A draft of the 100-page agreement,
which attorneys fine-tuned over the week-
end, was obtained by The Jersey Journal.
It touches on every aspect of the proposed
partnership, from a schedule for $30 mil-
lion in fixed rent payments the city will
receive to procedures for accounting for

gross revenues from the project and reme-
dies should either side default.

With just over a week to make a deci-
sion, the council must weigh the proposal
and the merits of joining with the PA.
against the benefits of simply selling the
land to a private developer.

The deal calls for Hoboken to lease the
property, bounded to the south by the NJ
Transit train terminal and to the north by
Stevens Institute of Technology, to the P.A.
for 50 years.

The P.A. is responsible for soliciting
private developers, who must build within
the guidelines of a redevelopment plan
approved earlier this month by the
council.

Design criteria call for 1.3 million
square feet of commercial space, 1.6 mil-
lion square feet of residential develop-
ment, a waterfront esplanade, 3,000 park-

ing spaces, a 315-room hotel, a 14.5 acre
marina and 13 9 acres of open space.

The city will receive $30 million in
fixed rent payments, 25 percent of the
project's gross revenues in the first 30
years and 60 percent of gross in the final 20
years. The administration's financial ad-
viser has estimated that the city will earn
over $1 billion from the deal.

But many critics question whether the
city will ever realize a profit. They say the
P.A. is restricted from leasing office space
to New York-based businesses and point to
the glut of office space and luxury condo-
miniums already existing on the Hudson
County waterfront.

Meanwhile, environmentalists charge
that the project is too dense and will cause
serious traffic and infrastructure prob-
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Hoboken-P.A. waterfront plans
go before City Council tonight
Continued from
lems in the Mile-Square City. The critics
are expected to turn out in force for the
council hearing.

Pasculli, who negotiated a preliminary
agreement with the P.A. just prior to May's
mayoral election, has pushed hard for the
accord and is expected to press his allies
on the council for support. He was once an
opponent of developing with the P.A. but
reversed his position after he was elected.

The mayor was criticized for including
in the 1989 city budget a $7 million up-front
payment when the preliminary accord was
reached. But he said the city won more
than it gave up in negotiations and he has
"no second guesses' about the deal.

Pasculli wants a deal approved by Dec.
14, the last scheduled meeting of the P.A.
commissioners this year. Only after the
commissioners approve the package will
the city get the $7 million payment.

A real estate consultant hired by the
city to review the lease has issued a report
endorsing the agreement, sources said.
The report by G. A. Partners of Washing-
ton, DC, which will be distributed to the
council tonight, concludes that the city's
projected income from the lease would be
greater than the present value of the land.

A key factor in that determination,
according to G. A. Partners, was the P.A.'s
commitment to infrastructure and com-
mon area improvements to the property
prior to subleasing to private developers.
In the lease, the PA. agrees to invest a
minimum of $41 million in demolition, site
clearance and environmental cleanup.

Other provisions of the proposed
agreement call for:

• $10 million in fixed rent payments to
the city — without conditions — by next
September.

• $20 million in fixed rent payments to
Hoboken, provided certain conditions are
met In what was termed a "deal-busting"
clause, Hoboken may request an advance
on the payments even if the conditions
have not been met, providing the city has
made every effort to fulfill them.

• The American Arbitration Associa-

tion will hear any disputes between the
partners regarding the determination of
gross revenue or other accounting ques-
tions. The P A.'s commitment to infrastruc-
ture improvements is not subject to
arbitration.

• The PA. will construct a 600-»quare
foot Parks Department maintenance facili-
ty and relocate a veterans memorial locat-
ed on the project site.

• The city will create a non-profit Ho-
boken Waterfront Development Corpora-
tion to assist and advise the P.A. The
HWDC will act solely as an advisory body
with the PA having the final say on devel-
oper proposals based on criteria in the
lease.

• The P.A. will provide quarterly state-
ments on gross revenues and notify the city
business administrator of major aspects of
the project.

• The P.A. will use reasonable efforts
to solicit developers and execute agree-
ments according to a fixed time schedule.

• The city will solicit developer pro-
posals should the P.A. fail to enter into at
least one final agreement within three
years of the date for initial solicitations.

• The P.A. will build at least 500,000
square feet of rentable commercial space
if the development is not completed or
under construction by Jan. 1, 1996.

• The P.A. will clean up any environ-
mental problems on the three piers. The
city must amend the redevelopment plan if
an environmental problem prevents part
of the property from being developed. The
city must also pay for cleanup of any prob-
lems discovered at the Fourth Street park
and ballfield.

• The P.A. will maintain the property
in good condition during the term of the
lease. However, the P.A may require de-
velopers of pier properties to assume re-
sponsibility for pile and deck mainte-
nance and repair

• The P.A. will terminate the lease if
sewage permits are not secured by Jan. 1,
1995. If a "package plant" is required to
gain a sewage permit, the city must build
one at its cost. A package plant increases

the capacity of the main sewage-treatment
plant

• The city will provide fire and ambu-
lance service, garbage pickup and police
services.

• The city Planning Board will review
plans proposed for the site. However, the
board may not impose greater require-
ments than those spelled out in the rede-
velopment plan.

The agreement spells out a series of
conditions which constitute a default of
the lease by either side.

For the P.A., failure to pay fixed rental
payments on time, failure to move ahead
with infrastructure improvements or fail-
ure to use its best efforts to solicit develop-
ers and negotiate final agreements all con-
stitute a default.

In the event of a default, the city can
seek remedies spelled out in the bistate
Waterfront Development Legislation, the
law that allows the P.A. to enter in to such
an agreement.

For Hoboken, a default constitutes the
city's failure to take all reasonable steps to
remove a sewer moratorium, failure to
assist the P.A. in obtaining permits or
approvals required for the project or fail-
ure to perform other material obligations.

In the event the city defaults, the P.A.
has the right to sue or seek a court order
compelling the city to perform its
obligations.

Hoboken and the P.A. have been part-
ners on the southern waterfront since 1952,
when the federal government, then the
owner of the property, allowed the P.A. to
lease the piers from the city.

In 1984, the P.A. lent Hoboken $15
million at no interest to buy the piers back.

The loan agreement stipulated that
the P.A and the city negotiate a new lease
that would allow for waterfront
development.

Three Hoboken mayors — Steve Cap-
piello, Thomas Vezzetti and Pasculli —
have attempted to negotiate that deal
while other waterfront developments have
sprung up to the north and south and the
Hoboken piers have sat idle.

who could not
be reached for comment
Wednesday, is negotiating to
sell off parts of his 64 acres of
waterfront property, which
stretches from 12th Street
north to Weehawken.

Financing problems and
legal quarrels with former
partners led to the collapse of
ambitious development plans
of Dell'Aquila's property.

One of those partners, Mur-
ray Connell. owes about $50,000
on condominium units he owns
on Park Avenue and Willow
Avenue under the name M.C
Associates.

West Bank Construction
owes more than $43,000 on
property at 16th Street and Wil-
low and Park Avenues. The
company had planned a 412-
unit condominium next to
those sites at 1600 Park Avenue
which fell victim to financing
and zoning obstacles.

Others tax debtors include
Jetlerson Renaissance Asso-
£ £ ^ L h i c h o w e s m o r e than
>w,uoo on residential units on

Newark Street; the Willow Eq-
& y £f° u p which owes a b o u t

on condominium units
_ ^ ° 1 2 t h S t ; a n d Martin
Motts Cassella. a former res-

tauranteur who is serving a life
term after a conviction in fed-
eral court of conspiring to mur-
der reputed mobsters John and
dene Gotti.

Casella was owner of Ca-
sella Restaurant at 609 First
M which owes $6,300 in back

s

Hoboken critics charge
PA. deal is railroaded

The largest debtors of wa-
ter and sewage fees include: St
Peter and Pauls Church at 416
Hudson St., $33,000; RACKM
U>rp., owners of 1329 Willow

fern1?1'0?0 and ^"$12,000 for 742 Park Ave.
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In return, the city will re-

ceive $30 million in fixed rent
payments, 25 percent of the
project's gross revenues in the
first 30 years and 60 percent of
gross in the final 20 years. The
administration's financial ad-
viser has estimated that the
city will earn over $1 billion
from the deal.

However, last night, the
discussion was not on the mer-
its of the accord but en the
process by which it is likely to
become law. Delia Pave was
harsh in his criticism of that
process which he character-
ized as secretive and designed
to exclude public input.

"I'm not one who believes
that this administration does
things in a public spirited
way," said Delia Fave. "The
fact that I want more than 10
days to review this and that
they think that's ludicrous tells
you where their public respon-
sibility is."

While Delia Fave praised
the efforts of the city's chief
negotiator, Anne S. Babineau
of the firm Wilentz, Goldman &
Spitzer, he charged that Pas-
culli lost the chance to seek
potentially more profitable al-
ternatives by agreeing to the
principles in what he called
"an election eve deal."

The principles called for a
$7 million up-front payment to
Hoboken upon the approval of
a final agreement. The admin-
istration used the $7 million to
offset a budget shortfall and
actually lower taxes this year

However, the payment
won't be realized until the P.A.
commissioners ratify the ac-
cord. Their final meeting this
year is Dec. 14, a deadline Pas-
culli said figured into his deci-
sion to request a waiver of the
30-day standing period.

"That's shallow," said Pas-
culli of his opponents charge of

trying to railroad the dt :
"What they have today is tue
very technical legal languji v
that simply carries out t-.it-
principles."

Pasculli defended the pro-
cess which led to the agree-
ment saying that the mast r
plan for the project, the hiring
of consultants and the estab-
lishment of the principles all
took place before the public
and incorporated public input

"1 don't see where this is a
slight of hand on the part of the
city council and Joe is trying to
make it seem that way and it's
not fair," said Councilman Da-
vid Roberts, a Pasculli ally, i n
the past mayoral election, the
major issue was how would you
proceed on waterfront devel-
opment. What Pat put out there
as his plan the public was able
to consutne before that elec-
tion. What we voted on tonight
was essentially a tighter ver-
sion of those principles of
agreement"

The public in attendance
last night, primarily members
of Save Hoboken from Over De-
velopment which endorsed a
referendum to reserve the city-
owned parcel for park space,
was livid when initially told
there would be a $33 charge for
copies of the agreement Mu-
nicipalities have the right to
charge for copies but the fee is
generally ignored by the Hobo-
ken city clerk.

Eventually, assistant City
Clerk Robert Drasheff handed
out the few remaining copies
and promised that additional
copies would be available at no
charge. Copies were given to
media representatives.

In other business, the coun-
cil postponed to Jan. 17 a final
vote on zoning amendments
which would restrict building
heights to 35 feet in a water-
front area owned by Stevens
Institute of Technology.

Hoboken critics
charge P.A. deal
being railroaded
By James Efstathiou

The Hoboken City Council
introduced a waterfront devel-
opment agreement with the
Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey last night and
waived the customary 30-day
standing period between the
measure's first reading and fi-
nal vote.

That means council mem-
bers and the public will have
only nine days to review the
200 plus page document before
a public hearing and final vote
on Dec. 6, prompting opponents
to charge the administration
with "ra i l roading" the
measure. ...

Mayor Patrick Pasculli,
who made the agreement the

cornerstone of his campaign
for mayor last May, said waiv-
ing the 30-day standing period
was justified since the founda-
tion of the accord has been
before the public for months.

A preliminary pact, known
as the Principles of Agreement,
outlines in general terms the
final agreement and was intro-
duced in April, approved days
before the May election, and is
credited with helping Pasculli
defeat Councilman Joseph Del-
la Fave in the contest.

However, Delia Fave, along
with Councilman Thomas New-
man, voted against introducing
the measure and charged the
administration with attempt-
ing to "railroad" the agreement
through the council.

What is the definition of a
railroad?" asked Newman. "I
think that 10 days in my opinion
is a railroad. There has not
been one document released to
the City Council or the public
beyond the principles of
agreement."

The deal calls for Hoboken
to lease the property, bounded
on the south by the New Jersey
Transit train terminal and to
the north by Stevens Institute
of Technology, to the agency for
50 years. The agency is respon-
sible for soliciting private de-
velopers who must build within
the guidelines of a redevelop-
ment plan approved earlier
this month by the council.

See HOBOKEN — Page ••
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Waterfront project

Hoboken-P.A. deal
delayed by snags
By EDWARD K.SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - Last-minute
snags have once again delayed an
agi eement
between the
city and the
P ' o r t
Authority for
a proposed
waterf ront
redeve lop
ment project,
but official?
say they ex- ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _
pect to reach pASUCLU
an accord by
tonight, in time for the City
Councils examination.

Because of the lengthy nego-
nations - which began in May -
Mavor Patrick Pasculli said he
will be forced to ask th^ouncil to

waive certain public review
procedures so the agreement can
be ratified before Dec. 31.

Pasculli is anxious to finalize
the agreement by then because
the city has included a $7 million
initial payment from the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey in this year's budget and
will have to borrow nearly that
much if the deal is not finalized.
The proposal includes the de-
velopment of residential and com-
mercial property.

"We're on the last leg of the
negotiating process now, and 1
believe it's not only reasonable,
but imperative to waive the 30-
day public review period,"
Pabculli said yesterday. He said
th^-e would Be enough time to
review the agreement and make
any changes before approval.

Please see 9HAGS Page .•

Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave, a frequent critic of Pasculli,
disagreed with the mayor on wav-
ing the 30-day rule.

"We shouldn't be rushing
through this agreement," Delia
Fave said. "The council and the
public need to be given the op-
portunity to take a good look at a
project this big."

Councilman Steve Cappiello, a
political ally of the mayor, said,

"Enough time has been spent on
this so that 1 won't have a prob
lem supporting the waiver."

Officials on Friday said that
negotiating sessions during the
weekend between attorneys for
the city and authority were ex
pected to resolve all remaining
questions about the deal.

But, as of last night, adminis
tration officials said there were
still some minor points to be

cleared up before the city could
begin considering the proposed
agreement.

Those close to the negotiations
said the final agreement will
closely follow the Principles of
Agreement the two sides signed
in May.

That document called for the
city to lease 31 acres of land on
the southern waterfront to the
authority for 50 years.

Sludge alternative is sought
By James Efstathioo J J~~ II /£f

The Hoboken-Union City-Weehawken Sew-
age Authority is continuing its search for an
alternative method of disposing of sewage
sludge despite charges that no substitute exists
and that altering plans could jeopardize a $30
million federal grant.

The authority met in Hoboken last night and
laid out its plans for examining the sludge
disposal question. The authority is overseeing a
federally mandated $97 million upgrade of the
Hoboken Treatment Works, part of which in-
cludes a method of burning sludge in a sophisti-
cated process that re-uses steam to generate
electricity for the plant.

Sludge is currently trucked to landfills in
Pennsylvania, an option experts say cannot be
relied upon in the future.

Plans for the upgrade call for "gasification
technology and the authority has approved a
$34 9 million contract to build the incinerator A
delay by the state Department of Environmental
Protection in approving an air quality permit
prompted the authority to asked its consultants
to seek out a cheaper alternative.

Hudson County Utilities Authority execu-
tive director George Crimmins said his agency
has searched for alternatives and found none
Crimmins. whose agency oversees federal sew-

See SLUDGE DISPOSAL — r*«e 4.

The authority would pay the
city $30 million in upfront pay-
ments and invest more than $40
million to prepare the site for
construction.

The sources said remaining
points in the agreement concern
the final $10 million in payments
to Hoboken and what the city's
obligation is to obtain those pay-
ments.

"It's not over until it's over, but
I feel very good about where we
stand right now," Pasculli said
yesterday

"There's been ill will in the
past between the city and the
Port Authority, but these nego-
tiations have certainly given us
mutual respect for each other,'
the mayor said. _ _ _ _ _

Sludge disposal
Continued from Page I
age grants, said altering the
sludge disposal portion of the
contract could jeopardize the
grant.

Crimmins said DEP ap-
proval of the air permit will be
forthcoming while authority
chairman Richard Wolff sug-
gested that public hearings
might push back final action by
several months.

In other action, the author-
ity approved October bills in-
cluding $10,985 for the agency's
attorney Frank Leanza, $22,050
for financial adviser Ernst &
Young and $378,63317 to it*
plant operators, CH2M Hill.

An insurance payment was
put off until bills were clari-
fied as was a payment to attor-
ney's representing the author-
ity on environmental matters.

In addition, the authority
put off endorsing a dry permit
sewage application by Hartz
Mountain Industries for its
Port Imperial South project in
Weehawken. The authority, in
addition to Weehawken and
the HCUA must endorse the
application before DEP will re-
view it



P.A. deal still has many doubters
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No 10,000 jobs
aid in Hoboken

By Dan

After reading through
more than 200 pages of the pro-
posed Hoboken-Port Authority
Waterfront Development
Agreement, local residents and
official* said they are still
leery of the city's marriage to
the PA

The agreement would give
the P.A total ceatrol of the
project as long as the develop-
ment proposals conform to Ho-

Waterfront development plan criticized
token's recent redevelopment
plan. The city planning board
would determine if blueprints
conflicted with the redevelop-
ment plan, according to the
document.

"The lawyers did a good
job with the technical issues,"
Councilman Thomas Newman

said. "But my broad comment
is that nothing has been speci-
fied. It's easy to say you're go-
ing to do all these wonderful
things and have nothing in
stone."

Members of Save Hoboken
from Over-Development cau-
tioned that the city is trying to

out-negotiate an agency which
is above the local authority. It's
similar to a used-car salesman
pitching a Toyota to Lee Ia-
cocca, they said.

"The Port Authority is in
essence its own kind of govern-
ment," said Steven Busch, a
SHOD member. "It has the in-

centives of a developer and the
power of a government. It
makes them impervious."

The project, which would
stretch from the NJ Transit
railyards to Stevens Institute of
Technology, proposes 3.73 mil-
lion square feet of commercial
and residential space. Early

projections list 1,600 luxury
residential units, 1.3 million
square feet of office and retail
space, a hotel, a 14.5-aere mari-
na and more than 2,500 parking
spaces

Under the agreement, the
P.A. will give the city $30 mil-
lion in rent by 1994 and spend
an additional $41 million re-
pairing and improving infra-
structure. City officials esti-

S«c PA. — Page 4
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Hoboken waterfront fight
h b 70has been raging 70 years
By Jim DeRogatis

Hoboken has been fighting
to control the future of its wa-
terfront for more than 70 years.

Generations of politicians
have unsuccessfully tried to
develop the prime stretch of
city-owned real estate, which
offers an unparalleled view of
midtown Manhattan.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli will
be the first to succeed — if a
development agreement with
the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey is approved by
the City Council on Dec. 6.

Opponents say a joint pro-
ject with the PA. is a major
mistake. They contend the city

would be better off with a pri-
vate developer instead of the
huge bistate authority.

Hoboken's economy has al-
ways been tied to the water-
front That economy was once
based on shipping; it's now
based on real estate.

At the turn of the century,
the piers moved more than 3
million tons of freight and
700,000 passengers a year. At
the onset of America's partici-
pation in World War I in 1917,
the federal government seized
control of Hoboken's water-
front. The.city has been fight-
ing over the piers ever since.

The federal government
ran the piers through both

world wars until 1952, when it
entered a lease with the PA.,
which took control and made
much-needed repairs, but ship-
ping was already in decline. By
1970, the piers sat idle.

The P.A. began to take an
active interest in developing
the site in 1976, and then-Chair-
man Alan Sagner met with
then-Mayor Steve Cappiello.
But the federal government
still held the lease. Cappiello,
the P.A. and Govs. Thomas
Kean of New Jersey and Mario
Cuomo of New York mounted a
campaign to persuade Presi-
dent Reagan to sell the piers

See WATERFBONT — Fage 4.
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mate that the project will be
completed by September 1997
and generate $1 billion by 2040.

"If this deal delivers every-
thing the mayor says it will, the
end of fiscal woes and an im-
proved quality of life, then he
should be mayor forever," said
Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave. "But I think it won't take
us out of our fiscal woes and
two years from now he'll be
asking for higher taxes."

Another concern was that
the P.A. has little at risk and
may move more slowly on the
project than would a private
developer. The P.A.'s lone in-
centive is to recoup its initial
investment, officials said.

"We have no performance
guarantees," Newman said.
"There are no schedules and
no penalties for not meeting
deadlines.

"They're not accountable
to economic incentives," he
continued. "It's kind of like
making the Pentagon account-
able for defense contractor
cost overruns."

Unlike Hartz Mountain In-
dustries, which boasts that "we
don't keep projects on the
drawing board," the P.A. has a
poor track record as a develop-
er. A P.A. development in
Hunters Point, Queens, has

been stalled since 1983
Councilman Steve Cap-

piello said Mayor Patrick Pas-
culli must diligently keep the
P.A. on schedule

"I was pushing for us to
become a bedroom community
in the mid 70s," Cappiello said,
referring to his tenure as
mayor.

"When the waterfront is
alive, people in Hoboken have
good jobs and that's what's im-
portant," he said.

The agreement, which is
scheduled to be voted on Dec.
6, gives the city limited author-
ity over the P.A. and the devel-
oper who eventually builds the
project.

The Hoboken Planning
Board would review all plans
for conformity to the city rede-
velopment plan.

That power is far less than
planning boards usually enjoy,
but it is unprecedented in the
city's negotiations with the P.A.

"I think Hoboken has as
many legal protections as
could be hoped for. " said
Mayme Jurkat, a former mem-
ber of the Waterfront Advisory
Committee. "If the planning
board didn't have oversight, I'd
probably have a different view.
That oversight wasn't some-
thing the P.A. gave away
easily"

But residents and officials
said Hoboken should have
more than just oversight au-
thority over a project within its
boundaries.

"One of our goals should
have been the city of Hoboken
keeps control over the pro-
ject," Delia Fave said.

Critics of the project said it
will do little to end the afford-
able housing shortage in the
city.

The P.A. and the city will
set aside $32 million in an af-
fordable housing trust fund,
but there is no timetable for
using this money.

"Basically, they ducked af-
fordable housing," Newman
said. "They just didn't want to
deal with it."

But the developer of the
project must comply with city
affordable housing ordinances,
Cappiello said.

When the document was
made public Monday night, res-
idents were told they would
have to pay $33 for a copy. A
half dozen copies were given
out free yesterday, but City
Clerk James Farina said he
would begin charging $33 for
the document because of copy-
ing costs.

The city may bill those who
have already received the dor
ument free of charge, he adH

Waterfront fight now 70 years old
Continued from Page 1
back to the city In 1984, the
U.S. General Services Adminis-
tration agreed to return the
piers to Hoboken for $1.5 mil-
lion. The P.A. lent the city the
money. Under the terms of the
'52 lease, the P.A. retained con-
trol of the piers until 2002,
when ownership would revert
to the city.

The P.A. was barred from
entering profit-making enter-
prises such as waterfront de-
velopment. But with lobbying
by P.A. officials, the New York
and New Jersey legislatures
passed a law in May, 1985 which
allowed the PA. to build sister
projects in Hoboken and Hunt-
ers Point, Queens.

Cappiello began negotiat-
ing a new lease with the P.A.
that would spell out the terms
of the development, but before
it was completed he lost the
1985 election to Thomas
Vezzetti.

Vezzetti was an opponent
of joint development with the
P.A. but his advisors convinced
him that the P.A. could provide
enough immediate revenue to
offset the burdens residents
would face as a result of the
property tax revaluation.

The administration also
believed it was locked into de-
velopment with the P.A. be-
cause of the 1952 lease. Vez-
zetti appointed Community
Development Agency Director
Michael Coleman to negotiate
with the P.A.

Meanwhile, a grassroots
group opposed to the P.A.
launched two lawsuits that sig-
nificantly improved the city's
position.

Uniting under the name
"People Advocating Sane Solu-
tions," the group successfully
sued the P.A. to recover $9.6
million in insurance funds that
the P.A. collected after a fire
destroyed Pier A. The PA. had
been holding the money for use
in development.

The group then sued to
break the 1952 lease, claiming
it was no longer relevant since
the piers were not being used
for shipping. That suit was also
successful, and in early 1988
Superior Court Judge Burrell
Ives Humphreys ruled the
lease invalid. The city had pos-
session of its own waterfront
for the first time in 71 years.

By February 1988, Coleman
and the Vezzetti administra-
tion were very close to a devel-
opment agreement with the
P.A. The administration said
the project would not only help
lower the tax rate through im-
mediate cash payments, but the
P.A. would help with the cost of
upgrading sewage treatment
and provide affordable hous-
ing for city residents.

That agreement was still on
the table when a heart attack
took Vezzetti's life in March,
1968

Pasculli, Vezzetti's main
opponent on the City Council,
was named mayor and discard-
ed the Vezzetti agreement.

Pasculli had also been an
opponent of the P.A. and first
rose to political prominence by
fighting it but his opinion
changed once he was mayor
and he began another round of
negotiations with the PA

Pasculli said the citizens'
groups successful lawsuits had

resulted in "a level playing
field "

The mayor sculpted an
agreement that would allow
the P.A. to "sublease" portions
of the project site to develop-
ers who would build 1.3 million
square feet of commercial
space, 1.6 million square feet of
residential development, a wa-
terfront esplanade, 3,000 park-
ing spaces, a 315-room hotel
and a marina.

In return, the city would
get $30 million in fixed rent
payments and percentages of
profits over the next 50 years.

But opponents say the city
doesn't need the P.A. to act as a
middle man. They claim Hobo-
ken would be better off with a
private developer, or with no
development at all.

According to the critics,
problems with the P,A. devel-
opment include:

e The city has no power to
control the P.A.

The Waterfront Advisory
Committee concluded in 1987

that the P.A. "is the most dan-
gerous developer imaginable"
for the waterfront, since the
autonomous agency is not sub-
ject to state or local laws and is
answerable only to the gover-
nors of New Jersey and New
York. The new agreement gives
the city some checks, but crit-
ics say they're not strong
enough.

eThe P.A. is restricted by-
legislation from luring New
York office tenants into the
project.

The P.A.s efforts to find of-
fice tenants will also be com-
plicated by the glut of empty
offices on the Gold Coast.

eThe P.A. is lumbering and
bureaucratic and doesn't have
the drive a private developer
would have to make a profit.

The P.A. is not answerable
to stockholders, and there is no
way for the city to guarantee
that it will perform.

The city also lacks a clear
idea of how much it will cost to
provide police, sanitation and

other services to the
development

e For years, the P.A. has
shown "bad faith" toward the
city, by witholding the $9.6 mil-
lion in insurance funds and de-
nying repeated requests to tear
up the 1952 lease.

e The project is just too big.
Environmentalists say it will
hurt the quality of life in the
city by causing traffic conges-
tion, air pollution and
overcrowding.

A major question remains:
what's in it for the P.A?

The PA. maintains that it
made a commitment to the gov-
ernors of New Jersey and New
York, it budgeted for the pro-
jects and it intends to keep its
word.

Spokesman Allan Morrison
said the Hunters Point project
is progressing after years of
delays, and if the P.A. did not
develop in Hoboken, it would
still be obligated to undertake
a similar project in New
Jersey.

"The program
ground."

That was the unfortunate expla-
nation the Hoboken superintendent
of schools gave as he asked the
school board to rescind a resolution
accepting state aid.

The aid had been earmarked for
the state's 10,000 Jobs Program, an
important effort to link student
achievement in high school with
good jobs after graduation.

Hoboken Superintendent Walter
Fine said a school employee as-
signed to the program asked to be
relieved of the assignment for per-
sonal reasons, and a staffer at the
Hoboken Community Development
Agency who had been a "prime mov-
er" had lost her position.

It 's t e r r ib le that Hoboken
couldn't take advantage of this aid
opportunity.

American education in general
needs to establish better links be-
tween its high schools and employ-
ers. It can be a real incentive for
some students to know that their
efforts in high school can pay off
with career opportunities after
graduation.

Some students at Hoboken High
School, judging by statistics re-
leased by the state, could derive
particular benefit from such incen-
tives. The school dropout rate of 8.0
percent was far higher than the
statewide rate of 4.9 percent, and its
student attendance rate of 87.9 per-
cent was 3.4 percentage points lower
than the statewide average.

Only 12 percent of Hoboken High
School students were looking to
move on to employment after gradu-
ation, compared to 19 percent of
high school students statewide.

No municipality is better located
than Hoboken to benefit from eco-
nomic growth on the waterfront —
but the school system has an obliga-
tion to help its students take advan-
tage of these opportunities.

School officials should seek to
set up full participation in the
$10,000 jobs program as soon as
possible.

Pasculli defends deal with P.A.
By Jim DeRogatis ~y ^ ,

A joint Hobokeh-Port Au-
thority development will give
residents the immediate bene-
fits of a stabilized tax rate and
a waterfront park, said Mayor
Patrick Pasculli.

The mayor lashed out yes-
terday at critics of the develop-
ment agreement he introduced
Monday. The city, he said, is
getting the best deal possible
for its waterfront piers.

The agreement would al-
low the PA. to sublease sec-
tions of the waterfront to out-
side developers who would
build 1.3 million square feet of
office and retail space, 1,600
luxury housing units, a hotel, a
marina and 2.5O0 parking
spaces on city-owned land

stretching from the NJ Transit
rail terminal to Sixth Street.

In return, the P.A. would
give the city a guaranteed $30
million in rent by 1994, a per-
centage of whatever profits the
project realizes in the next 50
years and $41 million in infra-
structure improvements, in-
cluding the construction of a
waterfront park between
Fourth and Sixth streets.

The agreement will go be-
fore the City Council Wednes-
day and the P.A. commission-
ers on Dec. 14. If it is approved
by both, the city will receive an
immediate $7 million "right to
develop" payment.

The P.A. has also pledged
to complete the waterfront
park within 2% years. The P.A.
has already sought bids from

contractors for the first step,
demolition of the old wooden
pier sheds, Pasculli said.

The mayor has asked the
council to waive the standard
30-day review of the develop-
ment agreement so that it could
be approved before the end of
the year, in time for the city to
apply the $7 million to the '89
budget.

The administration bud-
geted for the funds to offset
decreased state school aid, and
residents face a 30 percent tax
increase if the city doesn't re-
ceive the money, Pasculli said.

"I didn't think it was neces-
sary to have the 30 days be-
cause this administration has
already received far more pub-

See PASCULLI — Page 4.
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The Hoboken waterfront is the subject of a development deal between the city and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.

Pasculli defends Hoboken's deal with P. A.
Continued from Page 1
lie input on this project than

any previous administration,"
the mayor said.

Trustees reject measure

VatTn^policy plan fails in Hoboken
gyFn>AHRDK.SHANAH

/£ ^The Hudson D i s p a t c h / / / / t y
HOBOKEN - School trustees last night

rejected a proposal to clarify their policy for
negotiating contracts with the teachers
union that might guard against some of the
problems that arose after the vote on the most
recent pact. ..

The Board of Education s policy committee
introduced a resolution at last right s meet
ing that would have required a majority vote
of the full board, rather than simply a ma-
jority of a quorum, to ratify a contract with

^OnTcommittee member. Gerard Costa,
said the resolution was tewf*£* consis-
tent with district requirements that.call-for a
Tote of the full board on annual school
budgets

Resolution would have re-
quired a majority vote of the
full board rather than simply
a majority of a quorum!

Costa said contract ratification votes
should have the same requirement "since
teacher contracts make up a large part of our

Afw'the resolution was defeated by a 4-3
v o 4 c ^ a S t h e "boardjust votedtokeep
this a closed district.' Costa was joined on the
losing side by Otto Hottendorf and Felix
Rivera, the other members o f t he po hey
committee Board President Mario Mercado

and Trustee Michael Rossano were not pres-
ent for the vote.

The city's school employees are currently
working without a contract. A three-yeir
pact was approved by a 4-1 vote on June 29.
Costa and Rivera both missed the vote and
said the agenda for the meeting did not show
that the contract would be considered at that
time.

The contract was later rescinded by a
unanimous vote of the trustees after being
petitioned by teachers that union President
James Germinario had approved the pact
without the backing of the membership.

Both the National Education Association
and the New Jersey Education Association
have said that Germinario no longer rep-
resents the union and he has taken the
matter to the state Public Employment Rela-
tions Commission.

"Members of the public
have been involved in the plan-
ning process and the negotiat-
ing process, we have held pub-
lic hearings, and the details of
this agreement were on the ta-
ble before the mayoral
election.

"This plan isn't a cure-all
for everything," Pasculli said.
"But it is a first step towards
improving the city's future."

The mayor dismissed the
project's critics, saying that
some residents won't be happy
with any joint development be-
tween the city and the P.A. Pas-
culli himself was once a critic
of the P.A.

"No one beat up the PA
more than I did," he said. But
throughout negotiations, the
authority showed "mutual re-
spect and good will" towards
Hoboken.

Pasculli responded to criti-
cisms of the joint project with
the P.A. Those criticisms
include:

eThe city's inability to con-
trol the bistate authority.

The mayor said the agree-
ment provides several checks
for the city, including Planning
Board review. In addition, he
promised to ask the non-profit
Waterfront Center to monitor
the project to assure that the
P.A. stays within the design
guidelines approved by the city
and provides all the open
space it has promised.

• The P.A. is restricted
from renting office space to
New York firms.

The major said the outside
developers brtught in by the
• \ . wont l|e bound by the

"anti-pirating" regulations.
But a P.A. development

source said the P.A. will en-
courage developers to rent of-
fice space to firms from outside
New York. The source said the
P.A. is confident that the pro-
ject will attract tenants from
other parts of the country and
outside the U.S. — despite the
glut of empty office space up
and down the Gold Coast

e The P.A. will not have the
same drive that a private devel-
oper has to make a profit.

Pasculli stresses that the
city is guaranteed to receive
the $30 million and the infra-
structure improvements. He
added that the city wouldn't
have been able to negotiate as
successfully with private
developers.

"We just don't have the re-
sources to keep day-to-day con-
trol over this project," Pasculli
said. "The P.A has the consul-
tants to make the best deals
possible, and they have the
money for the infrastructure."

eThe agreement does not
include an affordable housing
component.

Pasculli promised that the
city would use a portion of the
revenue from the project for
affordable housing projects.
Rather than build new housing,
the mayor said he would con-
centrate on projects that pro-
tect existing affordable unite.

Members of the mayor's
waterfront negotiating teaia
said the agreement differs
from those of previous admin-
istrations because the city was
well-propared when it went to
the negotiating table.


